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WASHINGTON — Here’s
a look at how area members
of Congress voted over the
previous week.

Along with roll call votes
this week, the Senate also
passed a bill to revise the
boundaries of certain units of
the John H. Chafee Coastal
Barrier Resources System in
Florida; passed the Office of
Strategic Services Congres-
sional Gold Medal Act, to
award the Congressional Gold
Medal, collectively, to the
members of the Office of Stra-
tegic Services in recognition
of their superior service and
major contributions during
World War II; and passed a
bill to extend the deadline for
the submittal of the final re-
port required by the Commis-
sion on Care at the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

The House also passed the
Eric Williams Correctional
Officer Protection Act, to au-
thorize the director of the Bu-
reau of Prisons to issue oleo-

resin capsicum spray to offi-
cers and employees of the Bu-
reau of Prisons, and the Indi-
an Trust Asset Reform Act, to
provide for Indian trust asset
management reform.

House votes
House vote 1
STRATEGY FOR BLOCK-

ING TERRORIST TRAVEL:
The House has passed the
National Strategy to Combat
Terrorist Travel Act, spon-
sored by Rep. John Katko,
R-New York. The bill would
direct the president to submit
to Congress a proposed strat-
egy for suppressing domestic
and international travel by
terrorists that would be car-
ried out by the Homeland Se-
curity Department.

The vote was unanimous
with 392 yeas. Both Reps.
Chellie Pingree, D-1st Dis-
trict, and Bruce Poliquin,
R-2nd District, were among
the yeas.

House vote 2
TERRORIST TRAVEL TO

IRANANDSYRIA:TheHouse

has passed the Foreign
Fighter Review Act, spon-
sored by Rep. Will Hurd, R-
Texas. The bill would re-
quire the Homeland Securi-
ty Department to submit to
Congress a study of U.S. res-
idents who travel or seek to
travel to Syria and Iraq to
join the Islamic State group
and other terrorist groups
in the two countries.

Hurd said that with over
250 Americans having tried
to join the groups since 2011,
the government needed to re-
pair a breakdown in its abil-
ity to identify those individu-
als and stop them from trav-
eling overseas, making the
study necessary to help stop
radicalized Americans “be-
fore they leave the country,
not after they have gained
combat experience and re-
turned to the homeland.”

The vote was unanimous
with 397 yeas. Both Pingree
and Poliquin were among
the yeas.

House vote 3
LAWSUITS BROUGHT IN

STATE, FEDERAL
COURTS: The House has
passed the Fraudulent Join-
der Prevention Act, spon-
sored by Rep. Ken Buck, R-
Colorado. The bill would re-
quire federal courts to reject
motions to remand, or send
back, to a state a legal case
that combines multiple legal
issues and was removed
from that state’s courts to
federal court, if the petition-
er does not present a plausi-
ble claim for the need to
send the case back to state
court.

Buck said trial lawyers
have filed lawsuits against
nationwide companies in
state courts by also naming
a local business as co-defen-
dant, solely in order to have
their lawsuits heard by state
rather than federal courts.
Therefore, the bill was need-
ed to “protect innocent local
parties from being dragged
into expensive and time-con-

suming lawsuits for the sole
reason of furthering a trial
lawyer’s forum shopping
strategy.”

A bill opponent, Rep. Jerr-
old Nadler, D-New York,
called it an effort by Republi-
cans “to tilt the legal playing
field in favor of large corpo-
rations” by making it harder
and more expensive for vic-
tims of misbehavior by large
corporations to seek redress
in the courts.

The vote was 229 yeas to
189 nays. Pingree gave a nay
vote, and Poliquin gave a yea
vote.

Senate votes
Senate vote 1
CONFIRMING FOOD AND

DRUG COMMISSIONER: The
Senate has confirmed the
nomination of Robert McK-
innon Califf to serve as the
commissioner of the Food
and Drug Administration
at the Health and Human

Services Department.
The vote was 89 yeas to 4

nays. Both Sens. Susan Col-
lins, R-Maine, and Angus
King, I-Maine, were among
the yeas.

Senate vote 2
HONORING JUSTICE

SCALIA: The Senate has
passed a resolution, spon-
sored by Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell, R-
Kentucky, to mark the death
of Supreme Court Justice
Antonin Scalia by honoring
his service on the court.

McConnell praised Scal-
ia’s intellect and fidelity to
the Constitution, saying he
was “in league with Oliver
Wendell Holmes, Louis
Brandeis and John Marshall
Harlan as perhaps the most
significant associate justices
ever” on the Supreme Court.

The vote was unanimous
with 93 yeas. Both Collins
and King were among the
yeas.

The yeas and nays.
Here’s howMaine’s congressional delegation voted thisweek


