
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: My daughter is in fifth grade
at a very small, rural school. She’s outgoing
and makes friends easily. My problem is, when
she comes home from school, she tells my hus-
band and me about the conver-
sations the other fifth-grade
girls are having. Most of them
involve boys. However, recent-
ly the conversations are about
sex and things these girls say
they want boys to do to them,
which include rape.

My husband and I are
appalled. My daughter knows
that it’s not appropriate to dis-
cuss these topics, but she is
forced by these girls to listen.
What should we do? Should we
discuss this with the other parents involved?
Please help. — Concerned Parent in Oklahoma

Dear Concerned: While discussing sexual
matters may not seem appropriate to you,
that’s what some children in grammar school
do. The problem, however, is that a lot of mis-
information can be transmitted among them.
Be glad your daughter trusts you enough that

she’s willing to tell you what is being said.
If this were my daughter and I had not

yet had “the talk” with her, I would waste no
time in initiating it. Her classmates may say
some of the things they do for shock value
and have no concept about the violence and
physical and emotional damage that a rapist
can inflict.

Not only should you bring this to the atten-
tion of the parents of these classmates, also
talk to the school principal. (Could these girls
have been exposed to rape, pornographic mov-
ies, etc.?) The best way to combat screwed-up
thinking like this is through frank, open dis-
cussion and education.

Dear Abby: I have 18-year-old twin sons
who are seniors in high school and more
mature than most at their age. My husband
and I raised them with responsibility and
manners, and people comment on how well
they behave.

My problem is neither one seems interested
in socializing. They don’t date and never have
friends over. They tell me people their age are
“morons.”

The boys are very close. They still share

a room, and want to attend college together
and major in the same field. I’m worried that
they are TOO close and need to separate from
each other and get out more. I worry that they
aren’t experiencing the life of typical teenag-
ers. Should I be worried about this or wait
and see what college brings them? — Mother
of Twins

Dear Mother: Your boys may be respon-
sible and mannerly, but they appear to be
socially immature. The time to have sepa-
rated them and encouraged them to develop
their individual personalities was when they
entered their teens.

While it is normal for twins to share a spe-
cial closeness, the fact that they don’t socialize,
don’t date and consider their contemporaries
all to be morons IS something to be worried
about. If you are going to contribute to their
college educations, it might be helpful to insist
they go to different schools. But before you
do, consult a licensed counselor for guidance
because it may be traumatic for them.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You are the
invincible, all-powerful, benevolent warrior.
You’re also the mild-mannered opposite, content
to blend in with society until it’s clear that the
people around you need heroic help.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You want to
make sure that you’re delivering all you can,
doing your best, providing more
quality than the other guy. A less
analytical approach will serve
you well. Once you relax, you’ll do
even better.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Bad times produce bad feelings,
which produce bad times, etc. etc.
The same pattern will play out
with times that are good, excit-
ing, interesting and more. Decide
which tone you want to play in,
and start playing.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). If it all goes
exactly as planned you’ll start to fall asleep mid-
action. Alternately, a plan that goes awry can be
just the beautiful bit of chaos you need to turn a
regular day into a story.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). In business, “no” isn’t
a bad answer, especially if it happens to come
right on the heels of the question. It’s much bet-
ter to get a fast “no” then a “maybe” that wastes
your time by dragging on indefinitely.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’re thoughtful,
playful and artful. You add your style to every

interaction, which is so attractive. Take your
time. Enjoy yourself. The others certainly are.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Nothing happens
randomly. Even tropical storms are organized.
Your strong intention will act as an organizing
force. Everything fortuitous that happens will
occur as a result of good organization.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). The language of
love is humor. Make someone laugh and you’ll
win that person’s heart, attention and affection.
You may even win devotion, dollars and a perma-
nent spot in the inner circle.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). The good
news you’ll hear is actually an iceberg situation:
The part that is readily apparent above the water
is a mere implication as to the 90 percent of mas-
sive goodness that lies beneath.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). It used to
be that you had to force yourself to look on the
bright side. Then you coerced yourself for a
while until gradually all you had to do was sug-
gest it to yourself. Now optimism is easy; all you
have to do is choose it.

AQUARIUS(Jan.20-Feb.18).What’sfavored:
finishing the unfinished business, righting a past
wrong, turning the tables and making a fast
change. What’s not advised: waiting.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You support
your friends, show up to their events, celebrate
their victories and give help when they need it,
too. Much of your weekend may be taken up in
this regard, and it will be time well-spent.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins

Sex talk needs guidance from parents
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