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Dear Abby: My son is worried because I
don’t have friends I hang out with. He said it’s
not normal for a woman to not want to have
friends. I say it is. He said if Dear Abby says
I’m OK, he will let it rest.

I work with people between
50 and 70 hours a week. I have
more than a thousand town-
home and condo residents to
deal with, and I receive non-
stop complaints day in and
day out. On top of that, I must
supervise vendors and con-
tractors, answer to several
boards, and have up to eight
evening meetings a month.

When I finally get home, I
don’t want to set up a dinner
date with anybody. I want to sit in peace and
quiet. I don’t want to be around people at all.
I’m perfectly happy not having friends. Can
you see my point? — Lady With No Problem

Dear Lady: I do see your point, but I can
also see your son’s. By turning this into an
either/or situation, you may be talking past
each other instead of with each other.

While you crave peace and quiet at the end
of the day, he worries that you are isolating
yourself. Friendships aren’t supposed to drain
people; they are supposed to be nurturing.
People with rewarding companions they can
laugh with are less stressed and live longer, so
perhaps you should rethink your position.

Dear Abby: Ten years ago, when I lived
in California, I dated the love of my life,
“Tammy.” We were perfect together, and I was
often amazed by how much I loved her, which
was palpable.

After about two years we broke up, and I
moved 3,000 miles away. My rebound relation-
ship lasted a decade and produced a beautiful
baby boy. After it recently ended, I reached
out to Tammy. We hadn’t communicated in 10
years, and I learned that she is married with
three kids and she’s miserable.

She said she misses me and has never
stopped loving me. We talk on the phone often,
and she says she wants to see me. I have no
idea where this is going, but I’d love to see
her. We have decided that we will abide by
your advice. What should I do? — Nostalgic in
New York

Dear Nostalgic: I’m glad you asked,
although I doubt you will heed my advice.

Here it is: You and Tammy should post-
pone any reunions until she has resolved
her marital situation because there are more
people involved now than just the two of
you.

Whether she remains in her unhappy mar-
riage is anyone’s guess, but if you step in now,
it will only add to her troubles.

Dear Abby: How do I respond to a gift when
I don’t know whether or not it’s a gag gift? My
sister sent a present that appears to be expen-
sive, but is not only awful, it’s also tacky and
weird. She has a great sense of humor, but
added no card or message that would give us
a clue how to appropriately thank her. — Not
Sure in New Jersey

Dear Not Sure: I recommend you use the
old stand-by: “How sweet of you to remember
(me, us, our special day, etc.). Thank you for
being such a generous sister!”

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Alone you’ll
get stuck on a project, but with a partner you’ll
accomplish what you both can be proud of. Keep
with the same partner you started with. Your
loyalty will be rewarded.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Living the easy
life gives you no joy today. There’s something in
you that needs to contribute in a
way your heart deems worthwhile.
If you can make someone else’s life
better, that’s what will give you joy.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You’re the only one holding you
back. Today, the recognition of this
may inspire complicated emotions
that will fill the entirety of your
emotional wheelhouse.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
You don’t always wish to be spoiled
by great waves of admiration and
affection, and yet, once in a while, it’s nice to feel
the rush of power that comes with knowing that
someone is absolutely crazy about you!

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Follow the bright
lights and noise of the crowd. There’s something
in the mix that will speak to you. Valiant and cre-
ative, you defeat the odds and carry at least one
other forward into victory.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Your best efforts
will be richly rewarded. Unfortunately, some
efforts that wouldn’t even make your top-10 list
will also be richly rewarded, so you’ll be faced
with the challenge of being extremely honest
with yourself.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). There is always
an element of unconscious material at work in
the situation. However, now it’s bursting through
your awareness in such a way that you can no
longer ignore it, at least inwardly.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). While you are
won over by positive thinking, you are quite
skeptical of those who seem to be operating from
a state of chronic denial. While you don’t want
to burst anyone’s bubble, neither do you want to
co-habitate inside of it.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Not all
attention is love. Those with a victim mentality
get that wrong. They also tend to confuse love
with what others can do for or give to them. You’ll
show real love by believing in a person’s ability to
help himself.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Your day-
dreams will be powerful, so this is the perfect
time to imagine yourself as the healthy, suc-
cessful, happy person you want to be, doing the
vibrantly exciting things of which you know
you’re capable.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). A system you
put in place long ago is still up and running and
helping you (and others!) get smoothly through
life. Let it be an inspiration to you as you go for-
ward in creating a new system this weekend.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You want your
loved ones to feel your love, so you demonstrate
it in the way you think they would most like to
receive it. It is worth mentioning that this may
be very different from how you’d most like to
give it.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins

Woman prefers to have peace and quiet
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