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Dear Abby: I was in a six-year relationship
with a woman. We shared a home and have a
child together, whom I support.

She has primary custody, and I provide
financial support and exercise
my visitations regularly.

We broke up six months ago
and she immediately moved a
man into the house.

Since they split up, she has
done this again with a new
person.

I have moved on and am
content being single and focus-
ing on my career and parent-
ing my son when he’s with
me.

Where I struggle is when
these new men want to meet me. I don’t
feel obligated to shake their hands, be polite
and friendly or be a supportive, smiling
face.

I’m disturbed by the speed she moves into
other relationships. I feel like it sets a bad
example for my son regardless of how “nice”
these men are.

There is no record of abuse, and I do
believe my ex is a good mother, just maybe
lonely and very dependent on having compan-
ionship.

I understand life goes on and people move
on, but at what point is this unhealthy? Am I
wrong for not wanting to be friends with my
ex and her new “guy friend” whenever she
decides she should be accompanied for cus-
tody exchange?

I refuse to speak to or acknowledge
these men. I am not confrontational, but I
literally have nothing to say. Any advice how
to handle this moving forward? — Faking
Smiles

Dear Faking Smiles: I subscribe to the
philosophy that one can never have enough
friends.

You don’t have to approve of your ex’s boy-
friends, but it is in your child’s best interest
to maintain a relationship that approximates
cordiality.

It won’t hurt you to shake hands and be on
a first-name basis with the men who occupy
space in your son’s life even temporarily.

When we can’t change something, some-
times we have to accept it — and that’s what
you would be wise to do.

Dear Abby: I’m sure there are many oth-
ers who would like to know this: I’m trying to
downsize.

I have a World Book Encyclopedia set from
the ’70s, plus yearbooks I’d like to find a home
for.

My kids are gone and living on their own,
and the books haven’t been opened in years. I
refuse to throw them in the recycling bin. Any
ideas? — Joy in New York

Dear Joy: I did a quick search online to see
what other people might be doing with their
old encyclopedias. A solution popped up that
might help you: Immigrants who are learning
English as a second language may be able to
use them if you offer them in a yard sale. A
high school in your area might also be able to
use them.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). So you’re not
who you wanted to be? Excellent — because who
you are is the best person to be. You’ll get proof of
this in the afternoon, and hopefully it will relax
you. You are enough!

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Boredom can
be a positive force. If you were never bored, you
wouldn’t be half as creative as you
are. In order to really feel your
boredom, don’t rush to fill the void
of inactivity.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Think ahead to next week. How
can you make your life less stress-
ful? It will take some planning, but
all the efforts you make today on
the matter will be so worthwhile.
Future you will be thanking cur-
rent you.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
You know what you’re doing. You’re very aware
of the big picture and the minutiae, too, and
you’re able to zoom in and out at will. Because of
this, you’ll accomplish what you couldn’t when
you were being less flexible.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You’re very aware of
your most attractive qualities, and you try to lead
with them, but it doesn’t always work out that
way. The ones who you feel very close to will get
the real you and love you all the more for it.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). The order you
create around you will contribute to an excellent
“user experience.” This is part of why so many

people want to be near you. You’re a stabilizing
influence. Tend to those systems.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Slipping into an
excellent mood is the first order of business. The
small challenge you can easily win — that’s the
one to start with. It will set you up for bigger and
better things.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You’ll check
quite a lot off your list today. This is a good time
to remember that the spirit in which things are
done is even more important than what it is that
you do.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). While you
chew on a hard truth, a white lie is on your lips.
This might be the more compassionate thing to
say, but just so you know, the truth is going to
come out eventually.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Your contri-
bution is huge, though it doesn’t feel that way to
you. You have no idea how much your coopera-
tion matters. In fact, you set the whole tone of a
group. Everything goes better because of you.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You can’t
always tell the difference between good luck and
bad luck, but today it will be extremely clear. Your
stomach will let you know. Delays could be very
positive, giving you the chance to connect with
someone.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You may feel like
you need to go out of your way to explain your-
self, but resist. Less is more. You have nothing to
prove. Besides, if they don’t understand you by
now, they might just be the wrong audience.
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