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Dear Abby: I’m 39 and have been married
for nine years. Three years into our marriage
I got sick and lost a lot of weight. I now turn
heads everywhere I go. All except the head I
want to turn — my husband’s.

He drives a truck and all he
does is talk to and sext larger,
unattractive older women.

He has gone to counseling
and 12-step meetings, and I’ve
told him to get out numerous
times. Nothing has helped.

I’m now getting to the point
that I feel I can work again.

Is it wrong for me to be
making an exit plan for when
my son from a previous mar-
riage turns 18? — Turns the
Wrong Heads

Dear Turns: If I told you it was wrong,
would you stop doing it and remain in an
unhappy marriage?

I doubt it. If your husband is attracted to
other women and acting on it, you should
absolutely prepare yourself for the day you
declare your independence.

It’s far more sensible than being unpre-
pared.

Dear Abby: My brother got married a year
ago after dating for less than a year. His wife
started calling my parents Mom and Dad from
the get-go. I didn’t realize how much it would
bother me, but it does and, frankly, I resent
her for it.

I’m very close to my parents, and I view our
bond as sacred. To me, Mom and Dad aren’t
names you use lightly, to be cute or as a term
of endearment. The relationship is earned
and unique.

I would never think of calling my husband’s
parents Mom and Dad, and I don’t feel that I’m
offending them by not doing so. Is there a
proper way to discuss this with my brother
and sister-in-law without hurting feelings or
creating tension? — Annoyed Sister-in-law

Dear Annoyed: Calm down and curb the
attitude, because if you say anything you will
appear to be jealous and petty. What your sis-
ter-in-law is doing is very common.

Regardless of what she calls your parents,
you are still their daughter and she is not. If

they didn’t like her calling them Mom and
Dad, I’m sure they would let her know they
preferred she choose something else.

Dear Abby: I have been in a relationship
with a really great guy for five years. He is
wonderful to my son and treats him as his
own.

The problem is, I don’t think I am capable
of truly being in love with anyone. I care
deeply about him — as much as I am capable
of loving.

My question is, would it be unfair to him
if I agree to marry him knowing he loves me
more than I love him? — To Marry or Not To
Marry

Dear T.M. or N.T.M.: I’m not sure many
couples love each other equally. More often
one loves the other more. If you think you can
be a good wife to this man, then marry him.
Obviously, you have a high degree of compat-
ibility, or he wouldn’t be considering marriage
to you.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Compassion
isn’t a feeling so much as an action. You have no
problem showing people care and love through
your action, but you sometimes forget to show
yourself the same. Don’t just love yourself; dem-
onstrate it.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Some say the
future is created by dreams. Being
the earth sign that you are, you
can’t help but refute that nature
seems to have a substantial hand
in it. Your skill today is in melding
your vision with nature.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Danger! A perfectly lovely time is
vulnerable to getting hijacked by
an attention hog. Help the social-
ly needy but don’t indulge them!
Save the day by doing something
to spread the attention more equi-
tably.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Someone will
point out a mistake you made, and you’ll appre-
ciate this for the gift it is. The good thing about
accepting your faults as real is that it also helps
you embrace the reality of your talents.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Someone will find
your conversation delightful today, and for good
reason. For starters, you’re confident enough
to punctuate your statements with flashes of
silence. More importantly, you’ve a genuine inter-
est in others.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Sometimes, when
people are with you, they want to be your best

friend. And then time passes and you don’t hear
from them. The intention is still in heart, but
logistics can be hard to work out. This weekend
will work them out for you.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Each person in
your inner circle of loved ones sees you in a dif-
ferent, but similar way. Someone on the outside
will see something very different in you. You’ll be
surprised and inspired by this point of view.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). When faced with
the choice between making them happy and mak-
ing you happy, choose you. Chances are, they will
too once they learn more about you. Right now
they just don’t know enough!

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You attach
feelings to objects. Whether functional, sentimen-
tal or inspirational, there’s definitely a positive
vibration jumping off of most of the things
around you today.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Life is forc-
ing you to get more organized and you certainly
don’t mind the challenge. In fact, in the end you’ll
be glad you had a reason to change some of your
methods of management in this regard.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Once again
you’re in the mood to be impressed. You may have
to change venues in order to find the “wow” fac-
tor you’re looking for, if only because familiarity
has blinded you to “wow” in close vicinity.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). The people you
know make up a very narrow sector of the world.
Even though their way of doing things seems
common, on the global scale it really isn’t. So if
you have other ideas, do try them out!
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HOLIDAY
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DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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