Flood

Continued from Page D4

active policies, according to
FEMA data. Bangor, which ranks
12th by premiums on active poli-
cies, is the highest-ranked mu-
nicipality not in either York or
Cumberland county by that mea-
sure.

The map changes stand to af-
fect home prices as any home in a
flood zone with a mortgage is re-
quired to get flood insurance.

For homes that are added to
the flood zone, Pickford said
some banks will factor monthly
flood insurance payments into an
existing mortgage.

“Anyone who is going to be re-
mapped in a flood zone will have
to purchase flood insurance if
they have a mortgage,” Pickford
said. “And that creates a lot of
activity and anxiety in the mar-
ketplace.”

What’s my risk?

Getting a clear picture of flood
risk to a home can be tricky as
the new maps are rolled out. Pre-
liminary maps from FEMA are
available at town offices and on-
line in PDF and geospatial infor-
mation system formats. Current-
ly, effective maps can be searched
by an individual address at
FEMA'’s Flood Map Service Cen-
ter.

Knowing that current risk is
important for understanding
how the pending map changes
could affect a given property,
whether the property is newly
added to a risk zone, decreases in
risk or does not change.

What'’s the recourse?

Municipalities can challenge
FEMA maps on behalf of a group
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Cars roll by on East Grand Avenue in Old Orchard Beach on Thursday afternoon. The York County towns of
Wells, York, Old Orchard Beach, Kennebunkport and Kennebunk are the top five towns in the state by count
of flood insurance policies and premiums paid for active policies, according to FEMA data.

of residents as some counties are
already doing through the Letter
of Map Revision process, which
requires detailed studies that
contest or refine the science un-
derlying FEMA’s updated esti-
mates.

Rockland was one such city,
filing an appeal of the maps in
October over concerns that the
new flood risk estimates could
hamper downtown development.

Individual property owners
can request a Letter of Map
Amendment, which would be
based on land surveys that would

challenge FEMA measurements.

Jim Nadeau, owner of Nadeau
Land Surveys, said elevation sur-
veys are the most common meth-
od for contesting a certain prop-
erty’s placement in a higher flood
risk category. Often, he said, that
higher risk rating depends on
horizontal measurements and
doesn’t account for elevations.

Property owners can also mod-
ify or elevate buildings to reduce
insurance costs.

But Nadeau cautioned that
while the risk identified by the
new maps affect insurance costs,

building requirements and mort-
gages, the actual risk presented
by Mother Nature can be a sepa-
rate matter.

About one-fourth of flood in-
surance claims happen in areas
outside of a flood zone, Nadeau
said, which makes flooding a
concern not just for properties
designated a danger by FEMA.

“Mother Nature doesn’t see
these lines on the map,” Nadeau
said. “And with sea level rise,
she’s going to seem more angry
and reach us like she’s never
reached us before.”
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of the relevant account.

The use of a live phone opera-
tor is what makes the scheme
unique, said Caleb Barlow, vice
president of IBM Security.

“What's very different in this

case, is we saw a pivot of the at-
tackers to use a set of social en-
gineering techniques that I
think are unprecedented,” said
Barlow. “The focus on wire
transfers of large sums of money
really got our attention.”

IBM did not release any de-
tails on which companies fell
prey to the scheme or the loca-
tion of the perpetrators.

Once the transfer is complete,
the money is then quickly moved
from bank to bank to evade detec-
tion. In one instance, IBM said,
the gang hit the victim company
with a denial of service attack —
essentially bringing down their
Web capabilities — so it would
not discover the theft until much

chines Corp.’s security unit is
recommending that companies
make sure employees are trained
in spotting phishing attacks —
where emails or attachments can
infect a computer — and to never
provide banking credentials to
anyone.

later.

International Business Ma-

The unit published a blog on
the issue on its site at www.secu-
rityintelligence.com/dyre-wolf.
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changed over the last several
years.

“Our customer demographic
used to be primarily middle-
aged gardeners. Now we are
seeing more twenty- to thirty-
somethings coming in who
want to grow their own veg-
gies, crops and fruit trees.

“There is a big movement,
especially among younger peo-
ple, to grow their own food,”
she added.

If you're chomping at the bit
to get your hands in the dirt
and plant your gardens, Hig-
gins advised it’s best to wait
until early May to plant cool
season plants, including pan-
sies and petunias. Warmer va-
rieties should wait until Memo-
rial Day.

In the meantime, Easter and
Mother’s Day are busy times
for container plants and hang-
ing baskets.

Right now, the business is
focused on preparing to take
care of customers when plant-
ing season arrives with a large
selection of beautiful and
healthy plants and well-trained
and knowledgeable employees.

“It’s been a long winter,”
Higgins remarked. “We're ex-
cited to be gearing up to help
our customers welcome spring
and summer to their gardens
— and get their hands in the
dirt — finally!”

Read Deb Neuman's Back to

Business blog at backtobusi-
ness.bangordailynews.com.

Jobs
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which are being closely watched
for clues on the timing of a Fed
rate hike, increased seven
cents, leaving the year-on-year
gain at 2.1 percent.

The unemployment rate held
at a more than 6-1/2-year low of
5.5 percent, as people left the
labor force.

With Wal-Mart and McDon-
ald’s announcing pay increases
for their hourly workers, wage
growth could gain some trac-
tion in the months ahead. Other
companies, including TJX Cos
Inc. and health insurer Aetna,
also have announced wage in-
creases.

The U.S. central bank has
sounded keen to raise overnight
interest rates, which it has kept
near zero since December 2008.
But the economy’s recent soft-
ness has led investors to push
back bets on the rate lift-off.
Some believe the Fed could even
wait until 2016.

Private payrolls increased
129,000 last month, slowing
from 264,000 in February. Em-
ployment growth was held back
by a decline in the goods pro-
ducing sector payrolls. Con-
struction employment fell 1,000.
Manufacturing, which has been
hit by the strong dollar and soft-
er global demand, reduced pay-
rolls by 1,000. Government em-
ployment fell 3,000.

The mining sector saw more
job losses last month, with pay-
rolls falling 11,000. That reflect-
ed ongoing losses in oil and gas
extraction, which has taken a
hit from lower crude oil prices.

State-level payroll and unem-
ployment estimates for March
will be released April 21.

Obama plugs
solar program
to train veterans

REUTERS

HILL AIR FORCE BASE,
Utah President Barack
Obama on Friday unveiled an
expansion of U.S. government
efforts to train military veter-
ans for jobs in the solar power
industry during a visit to Utah.

The administration an-
nounced a new goal of training
75,000 people to enter the solar
workforce by 2020. That is an
increase from a goal announced
last year of training 50,000
workers by the same deadline.

Many of those workers would
be veterans, administration of-
ficials said.

The Department of Defense
plans to have “Solar Ready
Vets” programs at 10 bases
across the country to train mili-
tary members who are return-
ing to civilian life for solar jobs.

“It’s going to train transi-
tioning military personnel for
careers in this growing indus-
try,” Obama said of the pro-
gram during remarks at Hill
Air Force Base in Utah, stand-
ing near a set of solar panel in-
stallations.

Officials declined to provide
a figure for what the programs
would cost.



