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Dear Abby: I have been seeing “Russell”
for about a year. Last March he told me
he had to move in with his grandmother
because “he was the only bachelor in the
family who could take care
of her.” Stupidly, I believed
him.

Not long after that, I found
out he had a pregnant girl-
friend.

I didn’t let on that I knew,
and we didn’t see each other
for about three months
because he was “busy get-
ting promoted at work.” Now
I have started seeing him
again, and I just can’t seem
to let it go.

The problem is I still haven’t told Russell
I know about the girlfriend and the baby.
I’m not sure how to go about letting him
know I know what’s going on. I can’t bear
the thought of him walking away from me
again.

How should I confront him? I’m in love,
confused and heartbroken at the same time.
— Fool In Love in Miami

Dear F.I.L.: Try this — a full-frontal
assault of plain honesty.

Tell him you know he slept with another
woman and got her pregnant, and that story
he told you about his grandmother was pure
guano.

Tell him you know he has stayed away
because he preferred to be with someone
else.

Say that although you love him, you real-
ize that as far as he’s concerned, you’re
going cold turkey. THEN DO IT.

And if you haven’t already, see your OB/
GYN and ask to be checked for STDs now
that you know the “man” you’re in love with
can’t be trusted. There’s an adage I’ll share
because it applies to you: The truth will set
you free.

Dear Abby: If your office or family has
a $20 limit on gift exchanges, and you find
a $20 gift on sale for $10, is that considered
a $20 gift or a $10 one? — Pinching Pennies
in Ohio

Dear Pinching: Prices are so fluid dur-
ing some of the holidays that no one really

knows the true “value” of what’s being pur-
chased anymore.

If there is a $20 limit on what you’re sup-
posed to spend, it means you shouldn’t spend
any MORE than $20 — and not much less
than $20. If you find something marked $20
and can get it for less, you are a wise shopper
— not a piker.

P.S. You can also just buy a $20 gift card
and avoid the uncertainty.

Dear Abby: If a single woman is having
relations with a married man, then she is
known as his mistress. But what do you call
a single man who is having relations with
a married woman? Would he be a “mister”
— or what? — Curious in Macon, Ga.

Dear Curious: He could be referred to
as her lover or paramour. According to the
Urban Dictionary, he could also be called
a “manstress.” (If there is financial sup-
port involved, then he’s a gigolo and she’s a
“sugar mama.”)

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Believe it or
not, there will be enormous satisfaction for you
in the act of cleaning up. Scrub the surface of
things — projects, mysteries, countertops or
your own skin — and you’ll find a gleaming
reward at the end of your effort.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You know the
type. They ask, “What’s wrong?”
when nothing is, thereby creating
something wrong. Drama follows
them everywhere they go. They
can’t seem to help without hurt-
ing. Avoid, avoid, avoid.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You’ll hit all the green lights, short
lines and easy parking spaces.
This felicity is a sign that things
are going your way. When your
micro-wishes come true, it’s a sign
that your macro-wishes will, too.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). There is no end
to a circle. That’s why, when you feel like you’re
in a circular-type situation, you have to decide
when it’s time to leave and create your very own
exit, too.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You can’t help
but wonder if there are deeper layers to all
that you’re experiencing today. When you earn
a little money, or love or inspiration, you’ll
wonder if there’s more to be mined from this
resource.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). As far as you’re
concerned, mistakes are only opportunities for
growth and mastery. While you’re in your cur-

rent mood, there’s nothing that can go wrong
without producing an obvious up side.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You’ve been quiet,
holding your cards close to the vest so as not to
tip your position in the game. But now it’s finally
time to talk about what you want. You never
know who can help you get it.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You have what
others need. Believe this. You don’t have to be
particularly talented, confident or rich to con-
tribute. Your presence is a gift beyond measure.
Giving because it feels right to do so will be more
than enough.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You’re a
spiritual person, but that doesn’t stop you from
having a very practical point of view. Today
you’ll form a theory based on spiritual prin-
ciples and then test it in the real world.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Assume
that the task before you is supposed to be easy.
This may or may not turn out to be true, but if
you think a task should be hard, you’ll put way
too much effort into a job that is, in actuality, a
snap.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Interesting
people enter the scene and you’ll have a choice
about whether to include them in your future.
Go carefully and slowly in this regard. Seek only
life-enhancing company.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Challenges of
identity will arise. Can you be yourself and also
be the person who has attained the goal that’s
been on your mind and list for years? Only you
can answer that question.
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HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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