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Dear Abby: I have an 8-year-old stepson,
“Kaden,” whom I love dearly. Kaden spends the
bulk of his time with his mother on the other
side of the country. When he comes to visit us
in the summer, his clothing
and shoes are always ragged
and a few sizes too small.

My husband pays child sup-
port and buys Kaden a new
wardrobe every six months.
Yet every time he comes to us,
he’s never wearing anything
his dad and I bought him, but
what appear to be hand-me-
down rags. We have spoken to
the mother many times about
it, but nothing changes.

We feel if we stop buying
clothes for Kaden it would punish him, when
it is his mom who isn’t spending the child
support money on the boy. We have paid for
extracurricular activities (sports) only for
her to not take him there. She lies and says he
doesn’t want to go, but we get a different story
from the boy. He says she says, “Judo isn’t a
real sport.” He has gained weight and we don’t
want him to be picked on for it.

The state where the boy lives is not good
about giving fathers custody of their kids, and
the mom is not necessarily unfit. How can we
make her see she’s hurting her kid? — Mother
Doesn’t Know Best

Dear M.D.K.B.: You can’t “make” another
adult do something she isn’t inclined to do.
However, what you can do is enroll Kaden in
sports programs when he visits you during
the summer months.

You and your husband can also talk to a
family law attorney and find out at what age
Kaden will be able to legally request to be
placed with you. While a young child may not
be able to do this, I believe a teenager can make
a compelling case for it. If Kaden’s mother has
been depriving him, it would make a persua-
sive argument for a change in custody.

Dear Abby: I really like this guy named
“Gary.” He’s super sweet, funny, cute and just
incredible. He’s my brother’s friend.

I’m in sixth grade and he’s in fifth. I think
he might like me back. He asked me to follow
his new Instagram account, and when I told
him to tell my brother hi, he stared at me for

a few seconds longer (plus he was smiling the
whole time). One of my girlfriends sort of
likes him, too.

What do I do? How do I tell him I like him?
Is it OK for me to ask him to go to the park?
His brother and my brother could go, too.
Please help me. What do I do? — Girl in El
Paso, Texas

Dear Girl: If Gary wants you to follow his
Instagram account, it’s a pretty good sign that
he has positive feelings for you. If you want
to ask him to go to the park, and your parents
don’t mind, go ahead and do it. But let me offer
a couple of suggestions:

If you ask him, DO include your brother
and his brother because being with others will
make it more fun. And, everybody loves a com-
pliment. The compliment doesn’t have to be as
blatant as “I like you,” which could embarrass
some boys his age. A simple, “I think you’re
great because (you’re really smart, you’re
good at sports, you’re fun to be around, etc.)”
should do the trick.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Decorum will
matter, and there will be points for good manners.
Still, there will come a point in the day when the
discussion naturally flows to the things people
are not supposed to talk about, and it’s nothing
to shrink from.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You thought
they were listening, but you may
learn today that the information
you gave fell on deaf ears, or at
least they don’t recall it. Don’t
doubt yourself or blame them; just
try to communicate again.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You are inherently worthy of love,
and yet you still feel that you have
something to prove, if only to your-
self. Trying to impress others usu-
ally creates the opposite effect, but
if you can impress yourself, well,
that will be a thrill.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Even though
intellectually you realize that your time is finite,
pretending like you have all the time in the world
will align you with the mythological gods, who
are so much more powerful and creative for the
luxury of their immortality.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). It is natural to assume
that other people are like you. They not always
are. You’ll be a good judge of character as long as
you don’t project your own personality onto the
blank slate of an unknown person.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). A civilized life
removed from nature only serves to make the
natural world a more uncertain place. Navigating
natural realms will help the animal inside you

and promote health and well-being on the deeper
levels.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You get along well
with others, work and play nicely with your team-
mates and coexist harmoniously in whatever
environment you find yourself in. And yet, you’ll
be amazingly productive in a realm that’s entirely
yours. Find it.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). When the unwit-
ting hero of the horror movie puts a hand on
the doorknob, the audience collectively thinks,
“Don’t go in there.” It wouldn’t be a good flick
if the hero heeded warnings. You’re not in the
movie, though.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). The
theme is “romance” and what that means to you.
Sometimes it’s flowers and poetry. Sometimes it’s
a special night out. Right now romance is a state
of understanding. Your efforts to this end will be
most effective.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). There are
willful and selfish urges inside each and every
person. Over time, you’ve learned to curb these
tendencies. Witnessing them in others will be a
little frustrating for you, though you can relate,
so you have compassion.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). People want
to be near you and will gather where you are.
Whether it’s at home or the lunch table or your
work area, you’ll have to give major hints to get
anyone to leave.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Working toward
compromise is the natural state of relationships
now, including the relationship between your
lower and higher urges and instincts. If you can
balance those, you can balance anything.
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DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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