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Dear Abby: We used to live in a neighbor-
hood where my 13-year-old daughter’s best
friend, “Mandy,” still lives. They would play
together and visit often and are well-suited
in maturity and personality.
Since we moved, Mandy has
been to our new home (five
miles away) a dozen times.

The last several times we
have invited her to come over,
she has been unable to, which
I completely understand.
People are busy. But recently,
I have received no response at
all from her mother. (Mandy
was invited to my daughter’s
sleepover, and I was not told
whether she was coming or
not. She didn’t.)

My daughter is heartbroken, but I feel I
have done all I can do to offer a chance for
them to get together. I have emailed, texted,
Facebooked and called and left a message. I
emailed the mother asking if I had offended
her, or if her daughter no longer wanted to
be friends anymore. Mandy’s mom indicated
there was no offense; they just have been

super-busy. Clearly, I can’t force the woman to
be more responsive, but how should I handle
this? And what should I tell my daughter?
— Not That Far Away

Dear Not That Far: Not knowing Mandy’s
mother, I can’t render an opinion about wheth-
er she’s leveling with you about her schedule.
She MAY be super-busy, experiencing family
or health problems or simply not want to drive
her daughter 10 miles for a play date. As I see
it, you have no choice other than to let her
know Mandy is always welcome.

Tell your daughter what her mother told
you — that she’s extremely busy, and that you
are sorry it has limited the time she gets to
spend with her friend. At the same time, make
a point of getting your daughter involved in
new activities, so she can meet other girls and
develop new interests so she’ll have less time
to dwell on missing Mandy.

Dear Abby: My husband of seven years
has always placed Wife No. 1 (I’m his second)
on a pedestal. He often calls her to drive him
to doctors’ appointments, take care of his
finances — he even puts some of our bills in

her name. He also talks to her about our mari-
tal problems and what we do in the bedroom. I
feel like second string here.

I’m the mother of his children and I have
always stood by him. I even made an extra
effort to befriend the ex, only to find out she
used it to her advantage to get more buried
into our personal lives.

What can I do about this situation? I’m
ready to call it quits, but I’m concerned that
the two of them will make me out to be a self-
ish monster for wanting to come first or for
leaving. Please help me. — Fed Up in Texas

Dear Fed Up: I’ll try. Draw the line and
offer your husband the option of seeing a
licensed marriage counselor. If he refuses
— and he probably will — get some counseling
without him. While you are there, describe
your husband’s continued involvement with
his ex and discuss whether being unable to
tolerate this “marriage of three” means you
are “selfish.” Frankly, I don’t understand how
you have tolerated it this long.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). When the storm
nears, the natural response is to take shelter and
huddle in fear there until the tumult passes. Why,
then, do you feel compelled to chase the dark
cloud and poke at it with a stick until it tells you
what it’s made of?

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Part of you
would do anything to make the
person you love happy. The other
part of you realizes that nothing
good comes of spoiling your loved
ones. They’ll only take you for
granted and become rotten. Limits
can be love, too.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Which came first, the dream or
the memory? They are all swirling
together now, motivating you to
march forward. Just know that
you do not have to avenge the
wrongs of yesterday to create a new tomorrow.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Getting there is
said to be half the fun, but when the vehicle is a
thing of beauty, it might be well over the three-
quarter mark. Whether it’s better shoes or a bet-
ter car, you won’t regret the upgrade.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Like a pilot taking
to the air, you will review each point in your
checklist to prepare yourself for takeoff. This
is something you know to do every single time.
Leave nothing to memory or to chance.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You spoke your
heart. Your heart changed, and you spoke it
again. Each time, you get braver and clearer.

Communication is something you can’t get
worse at. Communicate often and you’ll com-
municate better.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You’ll be involved
in a mixup. You’ll discover over the course of the
interaction that though there is something simi-
lar in the two things being confused, they are not
the same at all.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You can be con-
siderate and appropriate and still quietly make
an unpopular choice. You’re so well-liked that it
will be possible to fly under the radar if that’s
what you’d prefer.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You’ll tee-
ter between personal relationships and profes-
sional interests. Like a dancer, you’ll balance
beautifully as long as you keep your core very
strong and your posture pulled up toward the
sky.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You may
find yourself craving more knowledge of, access
to and products from the object of your focus.
You’re fast becoming a fan, driven to get your
hands on more of the thing that thrills you so.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). The more you
know, the more you want to know. This is how
you tell that your interest is worthy of you! Once
you start asking around, new circles open to you.
You were meant for this.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You’re getting
attention. Publicity will create a greater demand
for your product. Be smart. Hold out. The lack of
immediate access will drive the price up so you
can ultimately sell high.
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