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Oakfield, also disapproves of the
turbines, but only because he be-
lieves that they “wreck” the beau-
ty of the area.

“It is difficult because I think it
is great that they bring more jobs
to the area and it is better than
having a coal mine or a nuclear
plant,” he said. “But I just hate
looking at them up there in the
distance when I go to Mars Hill
and now around town and things.”

Candace Rupley, another Island
Falls resident and Protect Our
Lakes member, spoke out against
the turbines because her family
owns two lots on Pleasant Lake in
Island Falls and she said she “did
not want to see the beautiful scen-
ery blighted by the turbines.”

“I feel people are really only
thinking about cash in their pock-
ets,” she said recently. “I think
that they are only thinking about
jobs and not what the turbines are
going to sound like when they are
all running.”

Rupley said that some of her
neighbors stopped speaking to her
because of her opinions about
wind power and her involvement
in opposing the project’s construc-
tion in Oakfield. Davidge too said
that speaking out has led to reper-
cussions, including abusive online
comments and negative reactions
toward her in the community.

“But I will never come over to
the other side,” Davidge said.

Lamontagne of SunEdison said
during the tour earlier this month
that developers worked closely
with the town to solicit significant
community input in designing the
project. As part of the local review
process, First Wind made numer-
ous commitments that go beyond
what is required under state law
and incorporated those changes
into the DEP application, he said.

Town Manager Dale Morris said
a side benefit of the project is that
it forced the town’s board of select-
men to come up with several new
zoning ordinances.

“We had nothing in terms of or-
dinances for land use management
prior to this,” Morris said.

A sound review also took
place after some of the turbines
were operating to determine

what distance the noise traveled.

“If the tests showed sound went
beyond the state requirements,
[the company] had to negotiate
with private landowners to get
permission to exceed that state re-
quirement,” Morris said, adding
that the town had no part in those
negotiations.

Morris said there were some
people who expressed concerns
about the noise that would be gen-
erated by the turbines once they
were all in operation. Should the
sound level exceed the state re-
quirements, Morris said measures
are in place to address that issue.

“I would say [SunEdison Inc.]
did a pretty good mitigation plan,”
Morris said. “But that is all up for
debate with some people. There
are some nonparticipating land-
owners, who are close to the tur-
bines. We will have a sound com-
plaint protocol in place, which is
something the town negotiated
with [SunEdison Inc].”

Lamontagne said SunEdison
has a 24-hour toll free hotline —
888-786-3347 — for people to call if
they have concerns about noise
levels. “We will monitor and in-
vestigate sound concerns on an
ongoing basis,” he said.

Morris said earlier this month
that his office has received a few
complaints over the wind tur-
bines, especially after the first
units went up. He said the major-
ity of those people were residents
of surrounding towns who ex-
pressed displeasure seeing the
turbines along the hills of Oak-
field.

“I have not really heard very
much from the local residents,”
Morris said.

Lamontagne said Oakfield was
chosen for the project because of
its location and the level of town
support the concept received.

“We worked with the town for a
bunch of years to develop some
community benefit plans and it is
also a good wind resource,” he
said.

Benefits to the Oakfield
community

The wind project has brought,
and will continue to bring, sig-
nificant economic benefits to the
town of Oakfield and its resi-
dents. The town, which had a
population of 737 as of the 2010
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Turbines from SunEdison Inc.'s wind project in Oakfield can easily be seen from the Oakfield Cemetery.

U.S. census, will receive $14.7
million in tax revenues over 20
years, and an additional $12 mil-
lion in community benefit pay-
ments during that time span. The
money the town receives goes to
a special municipal fund, and can
be used for town priorities such
as a public safety building, fire
engines and road improvements.
Each year, at town meeting, resi-
dents will be asked how they
wish to spend that year’s funds.

Morris said the town will re-
ceive an annual $540,000 pay-
ment, which is required to satis-
fy the community benefit clause
of the environmental permit ap-
plication with the Maine Depart-
ment of Environmental Protec-
tion. The first $540,000 communi-
ty benefit payment already has
been received by the town, while
the second payment will be re-
ceived once the project goes on-
line in late September or early
October. The town will then re-
ceive 18 additional annual pay-
ments.

Town officials previously iden-
tified 14 projects the community
would be able to fund over that
20-year period with the money

received. Among those projects
are the construction of a central-
ly located fire station to replace
an aging facility. Initially, Mor-
ris said the plan was to include a
new town office as part of the
public safety building, but ac-
cording to state statute, tax in-
crement financing funds cannot
be used for a town office.

No specific timetable has been
given for construction of the new
fire station, since the project is
still in the design stage.

Other projects envisioned by
the town include replacement of
fire equipment, including two
new fire trucks, road reconstruc-
tion, capital improvements to the
village area and construction of a
new salt shed.

“The No. 1 revitalization has
been to our public works depart-
ment,” Morris said. “We have in-
vested well over $400,000 in new
equipment. Without that infu-
sion of tax dollars, the public
works department would be dif-
ferent than the way it is today. It
has revitalized and transformed
that department.”

He added that the town also
was able to donate $15,000 to a

veterans memorial.

In addition, Morris said any
full-time resident who receives a
Homestead Exemption on his tax
bill will receive a check in the
amount of about $2,100 a year for
20 years from the town. Seasonal
residents — there are about 100
— will not receive the tax rebate.
The remaining landowners,
roughly 240 full-time residents in
Oakfield, will receive the benefit,
which must be claimed as tax-
able income.

With the average property tax
bill in Oakfield at $970, most
homeowners will have money
left over after they pay their
taxes, according to Morris. The
current mil rate is $17.96, but
that also is expected to go down
starting in 2016 when SunEdison
makes its first tax payment on
roughly $216 million of taxable
property, Morris said. The prop-
erty up to this point has not been
taxed at its full value, and thus
has not reduced the mill rate for
the town. Morris estimated the
town stands to receive about $1.3
million in property tax revenue,
in addition to the community
benefit payments.
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Developer pulls
leading ad-blocker
from Apple Store

BY JESSICA TOONKEL
REUTERS

Tumblr co-founder Marco Ar-
ment, who developed the most
popular paid ad-blocker on Apple
Inc.’s U.S. app store, has pulled the
product, citing concerns that the
tool could hurt independent Web
publishers.

In a blog post on Friday, Ar-
ment, wrote on the social media
site that he was pulling his “Peace”
app because he does not feel that it
is his role to decide what content
is blocked.

Arment did not respond to an e-
mail requesting comment.

The controversy around ad-
blocking software kicked up this
week after Apple made it available
on the new version of the iPhone
operating system on Wednesday.
Arment’s $2.99 ad-blocking app,
Peace, was the No. 1 one paid app in
the United States over the past two
days, according to Arment’s blog.

Ad-blocking tools are designed
to help Web pages load much fast-
er by stripping out so-called
scripts and trackers that are used
to serve the ads.

However, many argue that such
tools hurt publishers, particularly
smaller ones, by forcing them to
develop dedicated iPhone apps,
rather than relying on mobile-
friendly websites. Some have even
suggested that using such apps
amounts to theft that will all but
destroy the Web as we know it.

Some 20 million people used ad
blockers last year, up 40 percent
from a year earlier, resulting in
$22 billion in lost advertising rev-
enue, according to a study by
Adobe and PageFair, an anti ad-
blocking tech company.

US tourism to Cuba
still prohibited
despite new rules
REUTERS

WASHINGTON — Even as the
U.S. moved on Friday to ease travel
and other restrictions to Cuba, Amer-
icans will still not be allowed to go to
the Communist nation for “tourist
activities,” a U.S. official said.

Speaking to reporters, senior
Obama administration officials
said such travel remains prohibit-
ed even as the regulations expand
to allow family members to travel
alongside authorized travelers for
a wider variety of activities.

Overall, the U.S. officials also
said that the full impact of latest
easing of all Cuba restrictions will
depend on whether the Cuban gov-
ernment makes reforms, includ-
ing on imports.



