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THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I have been happily married
for 20 years to an amazing man, “Boyd.” Eight
months ago, he left his administrative job to
pursue his lifelong dream of becoming an
actor. He is working hard on
auditions and shoots, and I am
very proud of him. However,
when he left his job, it felt
to me like a pronouncement
rather than the result of our
usual mutual decisions.

Unfortunately, I communi-
cated my frustration to family
members at the time, and they
have completely written Boyd
off. They don’t want to talk to
him or hear news about him,
and he is not welcome in their
homes.

Boyd didn’t take this well. He has, in return,
written THEM off. It has reached the point
that I can’t share news about them with him. I
have had to take down family photos — which
was my choice — but it felt necessary.

The irony is my family felt he had created
undue stress for me, but the breach in fam-
ily harmony has been far more stressful than

my husband’s career change. Any thoughts
on how to bring detente to this situation?
It’s keeping me up at night. — Actor’s Wife in
Atlanta

Dear Wife: Have you told your family that
by shunning your husband they have caused
you more stress than his decision — however
one-sided it may have been — to become an
actor? If you haven’t you should, because it
is causing discord in your marriage. Your
relatives do not have the right to punish your
husband for his career choice, and you should
not have encouraged or allowed them to alien-
ate him.

You may want to remind them that you and
Boyd are a unit, and if they care about more
contact with you, they will bury the hatchet.
Or perhaps you could convince everyone to
agree to family counseling. The ball is now
in your court because you are the person who
started it rolling.

Dear Abby: My husband and I have been
married for a very long time and have a good
marriage. However, he has one annoying habit
that drives me crazy. We live in a small house,

and he has stacks and piles of things lying
around collecting dust and creating clutter.

When I ask him to put them away, he says
just to leave them where they are so he will
remember to look at them “someday.” Abby,
these are videos, magazines, books or paper-
work. It could be anything, really, like some
gadget he wants to check out.

A neat and tidy house is important to me.
This is nothing new; it has been going on dur-
ing our entire marriage. What can I say to him
to get him to change his ways? — Anti-clutter
in Iowa

Dear Anti-clutter: Probably not much at
this point. But I can offer this insight. The
tendency to do what your husband is doing is
a sign of OCD, an anxiety disorder. For your
husband, letting go of things he “may” want
to look at “sometime” can be emotionally
upsetting. A doctor might be able to help your
husband, but that would necessitate your hus-
band admitting that what he has been doing is
causing a problem.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Unsettled? Stay
flexible. The fact that you don’t know what’s
going to come up next is a good thing. This new
path also has many desirable options to please
you.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Business cards,
shopping lists, party plans, requests to friends,
tokens, coupons, prayers — con-
sider it all your research. This will
piece together to form something
beautiful, artistic and unique.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
People say that you can’t make
someone love you. Privately you
think, “Well maybe they can’t, but
I can.” And you may very well
be right. You certainly have your
secret charms today.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
They don’t know you well, but they do know you
a little. They have a one-dimensional version of
you at best. Today the relationship will progress,
allowing for more insight all around.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). They are listening to
you, but they aren’t understanding what you’re
saying. The interpretations will vary wildly.
This will amuse or annoy you accordingly.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You have no idea
the value of your support. A kind word, a prop,
a leg up — when you are able to give this at
the perfect moment, it will mean more to your
people than they’ll ever be able to articulate.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). The small differ-
ences between you and a loved one will melt
away. You have a more mature way of handling
your relationship now, which, oddly enough,
includes a lot of playfulness.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). So many people
don’t have a clue about what they really want.
You do know, and this is your moment. Stay
focused. Visualize the smooth and swift attain-
ment of your goal.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov.22-Dec.21).Socializing
is a lot more fun when you bring your own crew
with you. Your nearest and dearest make an
excellent entourage, so bring them and increase
your comfort zone.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). What has
stopped you from meeting face to face? It’s still
the best way, and it also takes a lot more guts.
It’s time to put yourself in the mix again in real
time. Don’t let those social skills die a digital
death.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Some of your
friendships have been more abiding and central
to your life than even the most romantic of your
ties. This is the perfect day to acknowledge that,
either out loud or in your heart. Both ways will
count.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). What you do to
honor and maintain your friendships will not
infringe upon your romantic life in the least.
What you do for one friend will enhance every
friendship you have.
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DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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