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Dear Abby: I’m a recent divorcee who has
started dating again. I have been seeing this
guy — also divorced — for a few months, and
he recently told me he loves me. There’s defi-
nitely a mutual attraction, but
I’m not ready for love again,
which we’ve discussed.

When I ask him why he
loves me, he can’t answer spe-
cifically. His usual reply is
something along the lines of,
“I just do.” I can’t help but
think maybe he doesn’t really
love me if he can’t explain
why. Am I overthinking this?
What should I do? — New To
This in Idaho

Dear New To This: Take your time and
continue getting to know this man. Do not let
yourself be rushed into any commitment for
which you are not ready.

Because he seems unable to put his feelings
into words, instead of asking him why he
loves you, let him demonstrate the depth of
his love for you through his actions. Time will
tell if he is sincere.

Dear Abby: My husband’s 67-year-old sister
recently borrowed a large sum of money, but
my husband told her not to worry about pay-
ing it back. They both receive Social Security
benefits, but her payments are substantially
larger. She supports only herself. His check
supports us both.

The problem is that for the past few months
she has been borrowing money she promises
to pay back, but when the time comes, instead
of repaying it she asks for more money. We
can’t afford it, but he can’t seem to tell his big
sister no, and it’s causing problems.

I love my husband dearly, but I’m beginning
to resent his sister for taking more money
from us each month, and him for giving it to
her. If I step in, I will be the bad guy. What is
the best way to handle this situation? — Going
Broke in the West

Dear Going Broke: Step in and be the
bad guy. Tell your husband’s sister she won’t
be getting any more money unless she pays
back what she has already “borrowed.” Your
sister-in-law probably won’t like you for it, so
be prepared to stand your ground and don’t be
surprised.

Dear Abby: I noticed a very attractive
woman coming out of the library. She was
wearing a soft, feminine short skirt. I wanted
to compliment her, so I walked over and said,
“I love your skirt — it looks so pretty.” She
said, “Thank you. You made my day!”

We had a great conversation for several
minutes, after which we went our separate
ways. Afterward I was kicking myself because
I didn’t ask for her phone number. It felt good
to know that my compliment made her feel
pretty.

Do most women appreciate compliments
about their clothing? I wouldn’t want to make
a woman feel uncomfortable. But it brightens
my day when I can compliment someone.
— Larry in Los Angeles

Dear Larry: It has been my experience that
not only do most women appreciate a compli-
ment, so do most men. If it brightens your
day to offer one, go ahead and do it. And if
someone has a problem with that, do not make
it YOUR problem.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). How have your
choices, for better or worse, landed you here? It’s
the question you’ll keep asking yourself. In order
to make your next move you have to understand
your last one.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You haven’t a
clue what’s coming, and the surprise of that
makes life interesting for you. A
fantastic new circle of friends will
celebrate your ideas.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). In
the same way that flowers can’t
recognize their own beauty and
grizzly bears don’t think of them-
selves as ferocious, you have this
talent that’s so close to you that
you can’t even see it.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
How will you control the wild ener-
gy? Never doubt that there’s a way to direct it to
create huge beauty in the world. A Sagittarius or
Aquarius will be your ally in this endeavor.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). It’s more than a cliche:
Everyone is busy. It’s almost gotten to the point of
being a contest — not a contest you’d want to win,
though. Clear some space. Somehow, when you
are less busy, you’ll get more accomplished.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Someone is pres-
suring you to move before you are ready. Don’t
buy into that person’s time frame; you have your
own! That someone has a different sense of pac-
ing doesn’t make your pace wrong.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Needing to be the
best can help you break records and push back
limitations. It can also create the kind of tunnel
vision that disables you to see the bigger picture.
Be extra mindful of the space and feelings of
those around you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). It’s not always
easy to let go of the baggage. The current nugget
of emotional dead weight you’re trying to drop
might require more work. Celebrate your small
steps.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov.22-Dec.21).Brainstorm.
You’ll have a good sense, when all is said and
done, what the best ideas really were. Allowing
yourself that space to explore, well, that’s crucial.
The elements will fall in place and you’ll do very
well.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). There’s noth-
ing quite so poignant as outgrowing your mentor,
parent or teacher. This is what you’re facing now
— the bittersweet goodbye to your wide-eyed
point of view.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You’re trying
to go back, and yet there is no “back.” All your
opinions are changing. What happened then will
be colored by what you now know, which is a lot
more and better.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). If a partner is
looking for reasons your relationship won’t work
out, this is a sign that it won’t — though not for
the reasons they reach for. You’ll be blessed when
heavy baggage leaves your life.
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WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker
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