
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: My mother and older sister are
trying to spoil my happiness about my upcom-
ing wedding. I have known my ex-stepmother,
“Gina,” for 20 years and have been best friends
with her for the last 15. We
remained close even after she
divorced my biological father,
who is not in the picture.

I had an appointment to
go dress shopping and invit-
ed my friends, my mom and
Gina (who lives out of state).
When I told Mom that Gina
was coming, her response was
she would come “some other
time.” Mom has been remar-
ried for more than 30 years
and has spent time with Gina
prior to this. It’s not like they are enemies.

My older sister doesn’t get along with Gina.
She told me if Gina is part of the bridal party,
she won’t come to my wedding. I’m having
a bachelorette party in the state where Gina
lives. The invitations won’t be sent for another
few months. When my older sister found out,
she accused me of not telling her. I explained
that I’m not planning the party, my friend will

be sending out the invitations and I wasn’t
keeping anything from her. She hung up on
me!

These two ladies are spoiling what should
be a happy time for me. Have I done something
that, from an outside perspective, you consider
wrong? — Desperately Seeking Advice

Dear Desperately Seeking: Your mother’s
refusal to participate in the selection of your
wedding gown was an example of passive
aggression. Your mother and sister aren’t
trying to spoil your happiness about your
wedding. They are trying to manipulate and
blackmail you into excluding your former
stepmother. From this outsider’s perspective,
you have done nothing wrong — but they
have.

Dear Abby: I recently started volunteering
at a wonderful organization and was asked
to assist the board with a special project. At
the initial meeting with two of the board
members, everything was going well until the
first board member excused himself and the
other one immediately began to badmouth the
person who had left the room.

I’m new to volunteering here. Neither
board member knows me at all. It made me
very uncomfortable and I didn’t know how to
respond. These two individuals have known
each other for many years.

I don’t want to get involved in this petty
business, but I’ll have to work closely with
both of them in the coming months. Most
of my interactions will be with the person
who was spoken about poorly. At least three
board members have recently quit because
of this person. How should I proceed? — New
Volunteer in Illinois

Dear New Volunteer: Proceed by not allow-
ing yourself to get dragged into board politics.
If one board member starts badmouthing
another, excuse yourself.

If three people have quit, there are obvi-
ously problems with the governance of this
organization. If you can do your job without
getting involved in the dysfunction, stick with
it. If you can’t, then for your own sanity, find
another place to donate your time.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Much will
depend on how feelings are expressed and inter-
preted. In today’s outpouring of emotion, you
may discover the particulars of your own love
language.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). It’s likely that
you’re feeing blocked in a project. The remedy
is simple: research. It’s the pre-
liminary step. The second step is
brainstorming. Do not attempt to
be proficient without these two
steps.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You’ll be very aware of how you
are evolving inside of a group
environment and the extent of
your influence. There’s a feeling
from the entire setting that no
single person is responsible for
but everyone contributes to.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Obstacles are
opportunities to learn. Take a step back to look at
what the obstacle is telling you. In all likelihood,
you can adapt and walk around it once you better
understand what it is.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You’ll get the wonder-
ful feeling that you’re in the right place and right
on time, too. Your patience has brought you this
far and will continue to stand you in good stead.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). In the past you’ve
sometimes been drawn to people who aren’t good
for you, but that’s changing. The new people that

come into your world are emotionally reflective
of all the good that’s going on inside you.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Your recent deci-
sion to lie low and be humble will serve you
well today because it puts you in a position of
perspective. The people around you need tender-
ness and compassion. You’ll better understand
how to deliver it.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). The actions of
the past have caught up to you in the best way
possible. That’s why you can relax and let your
worries fade away. When you have a break, take
it. Cherish it. There’s no reason to rush.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Sometimes
you feel like an instrument in the hands of
nature. Today it will seem that destiny is using
you to fulfill a larger purpose that you haven’t
quite figured out yet.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Because you
are so creative now, you see the art in everything
around you, especially in little messes and mis-
takes. Your easygoing spirit will make you a
favorite.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You’ve strug-
gled to improve your relationships and that effort
is now paying off. You can feel the warmth and
acceptance double up around you as others feel
the joy in your heart and respond in kind.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). The day fills up
with good thoughts and contentment. You should
know that coming from this place of cheer, you’ll
be extremely attractive to someone new.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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