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WASHINGTON — Here’s a
look at how area members of
Congress voted over the previ-
ous week.

Along with roll call votes,
this week, the House also
passed the Strengthening
State and Local Cyber Crime
Fighting Act, to authorize the
National Computer Forensics
Institute, and passed the
Grassroots Rural and Small
Community Water Systems
Assistance Act, to amend the
Safe Drinking Water Act to
reauthorize technical assis-
tance to small public water
systems.

Housevotes
House vote 1
AUTHORIZING INTELLI-

GENCE SPENDING: The
House has passed the Intelli-
gence Authorization Act,
sponsored by Rep. Devin
Nunes, R-California. The bill
would authorize fiscal 2016
spending by the CIA, National
Security Agency and other in-
telligence agencies, including
both classified and unclassi-
fied activity.

Nunes said the bill gave ad-
equate resources to the agen-
cies at a time of urgent need
for better intelligence because
“our enemies are rapidly im-
proving their ability to launch
deadly strikes against the
United States and our allies.”

The vote was 364 yeas to 58
nays. Pingree gave a nay vote,
and Poliquin gave a yea vote.

House vote 2
POWER PLANT CARBON

DIOXIDE EMISSIONS: The
House has passed a resolution,
sponsored by Sen. Shelley
Moore Capito, R-West Virgin-
ia, to express congressional
disapproval of an Environ-
mental Protection Agency
rule restricting carbon diox-
ide emissions from existing
power plants and void the
rule.

A supporter, Rep. Pete
Olson, R-Texas, said the EPA’s
rule violated the Clean Air Act
and would increase the cost of
electricity significantly, while
having an uncertain impact
on climate change.

A resolution opponent, Rep.

Paul Tonko, D-New York, said
that by cutting carbon dioxide
and other emissions from
coal-fired power plants, the
rule “will avoid thousands of
premature deaths” and “play
a significant role in the fight
against climate change.”

The vote was 242 yeas to 180
nays. Pingree gave a nay vote,
and Poliquin gave a yea vote.

House vote 3
ELECTRICITY AND

GREENHOUSE GAS EMIS-
SIONS: The House has passed
a resolution, sponsored by
Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell, R-Kentucky, to ex-
press congressional disap-
proval of an Environmental
Protection Agency rule re-
stricting greenhouse gas emis-
sions from new and renovated
power plants, and void the
rule.

A supporter, Rep. Mark-
wayne Mullin, R-Oklahoma,
said the rule sought to have
the federal government usurp
state authority over the power
industry, and it would “put
the reliability of our electric
grid at risk” by cutting power
generation capacity.

A resolution opponent, Rep.
Frank Pallone Jr., D-New Jer-
sey, said that with the rule, the
U.S. was “demonstrating that
reducing pollution is consis-
tent with maintaining a reli-
able, resilient electricity sup-
ply” and showing leadership
on the global effort to combat
climate change.

The vote was 235 yeas to 188
nays. Pingree gave a nay vote,
and Poliquin gave a yea vote.

House vote 4
NEGOTIATING TRADE

BILL: The House has agreed to
a motion sponsored by Rep.
Kevin Brady, R-Texas, to go to
conference with the Senate to
negotiate the two chambers’
versions of the Trade Facilita-
tion and Trade Enforcement
Act. The bill would promote
fast-track consideration of
trade agreements with Asian
countries, automate the pro-
cessing of certain trade docu-
ments by the Customs and
Border Protection agency, and
establish processes for investi-
gating whether foreign coun-
tries are directly or indirectly
manipulating their currency

to subsidize their exports.
Brady said the bill sought to

improve the efficiency of pro-
cesses for promoting U.S.
trade with other countries,
while avoiding a currency
conflict with China that could
prompt retaliatory measures
hurting the U.S. economy.

A motion opponent, Rep.
Ann M. Kuster, D-New Hamp-
shire, said the failure to ade-
quately address currency ma-
nipulation could cost millions
of U.S. jobs by allowing China
and other countries to cut the
price of exports to the U.S.

The vote was 252 yeas to 170
nays. Pingree gave a nay vote,
and Poliquin gave a yea vote.

House vote 5
REVIEWING CROSS-BOR-

DER ENERGY PROJECTS:
The House has passed an
amendment sponsored by
Rep. Gene Green, D-Texas, to
the North American Energy
Security and Infrastructure
Act. The amendment would
require the State Department,
Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission and Energy De-
partment to work together to
develop a more transparent
and efficient process for re-
viewing proposals to build
power transmission lines and
water and energy pipelines to
and from Canada and Mexico.

Green said the reforms
would replace presidential
oversight of cross-border en-
ergy projects with a review
process that increases regula-
tory certainty and coordina-
tion with Canada and Mexico
on energy projects that could
benefit all of North America.

An amendment opponent,
Rep. Frank Pallone Jr., D-New
Jersey, said changing the re-
view process would “elimi-
nate any meaningful review of
the environmental impact of
large trans-boundary infra-
structure projects,” with re-
sulting risks for climate

change and public health.
The vote was 263 yeas to 158

nays. Pingree gave a nay vote,
and Poliquin gave a yea vote.

House vote 6
EDUCATION REFORM:

The House has agreed to the
conference report for the
Every Student Succeeds Act,
sponsored by Sen. Lamar Al-
exander, R-Tennessee. The
bill would reauthorize the El-
ementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act and expand flexibil-
ity for states to develop their
own education policies, in-
cluding measurements of stu-
dent, teacher and school per-
formance.

A supporter of the confer-
ence report, Rep. John Kline,
R-Minnesota, said the bill re-
placed a regime of top-down
federal regulation of schools
with measures that expand
school choice and empowered
parents and local officials by
giving them the flexibility to
meet local education needs, all
in order to “help give every
child a shot at a quality educa-
tion.”

The vote was 359 yeas to 64
nays. Both Pingree and
Poliquin were among the
yeas.

House vote 7
REGULATING WOOD-

BURNING HEATERS: The
House has passed an amend-
ment sponsored by Rep. David
Rouzer, R-North Carolina, to
the North American Energy
Security and Infrastructure
Act. The amendment would
void an Environmental Pro-
tection Agency rule restrict-
ing emissions from new wood-

burning heaters for residen-
tial use.

Rouzer said cost increases
resulting from the rule could
make wood heaters unafford-
able for households, especially
in rural areas that lack good
alternatives to wood heat.

An amendment opponent,
Rep. Frank Pallone Jr., D-New
Jersey, said the EPA rule “will
provide tremendous health
benefits by cutting harmful
air pollution, including parti-
cle pollution, carbon monox-
ide and air toxics.”

The vote was 247 yeas to 177
nays. Pingree and Poliquin
were among the yeas.

House vote 8
ENERGY BILL: The House

has passed the North Ameri-
can Energy Security and In-
frastructure Act, sponsored
by Rep. Fred Upton, R-Michi-
gan. The bill would speed the
permitting process for pro-
posed natural gas pipelines
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The yeas and nays
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