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WASHINGTON — Here’s
a look at how area members
of Congress voted over the
previous week.

No significant legislation
passed the Senate by voice
vote this week, and there
were no votes in the House
this week, as the chamber
had minimal activity after
last weekend’s Northeast
snowstorm.

There were no key votes
in the House this week.

Senate votes
Senate vote 1
NEW JERSEY DISTRICT

JUDGE: The Senate has con-
firmed the nomination of
John Michael Vazquez to
serve as a U.S. district judge
for the New Jersey district.

A supporter, Sen. Cory A.
Booker, D-New Jersey, cited
Vazquez a well-qualified
nominee with criminal and
civil law experience as a fed-
eral prosecutor, New Jer-
sey’s assistant attorney gen-
eral and private practice
lawyer. Booker called
Vazquez “a fine and well-
balanced jurist” acclaimed
by both New Jersey legal
groups and the American
Bar Association.

The vote was 84 yeas to 2
nays. Both Sens. Susan Col-
lins, R-Maine, and Angus
King, I-Maine, were among
the yeas.

Senate vote 2
NUCLEAR POWER RE-

SEARCH: The Senate has
passed an amendment spon-
sored by Sen. Mike Crapo,
R-Idaho, to the Energy Poli-
cy Modernization Act. The
amendment would autho-
rize establishing several fa-
cilities and programs for
advanced research into new
nuclear power reactor de-
signs.

Crapo said increasing gov-
ernment backing for nuclear
power development will help
the U.S. “increase and main-
tain and keep its lead” in the
global nuclear industry.

The vote was 87 yeas to 4
nays. Both Collins and King
were among the yeas.

Senate vote 3
STUDYING IMPACTS OF

CRUDE OIL EXPORTS: The
Senate has passed an amend-
ment sponsored by Sen. Ed-
ward Markey, D-Massachu-
setts, to the Energy Policy
Modernization Act. The
amendment would require
the Government Account-
ability Office to annually,
for the next three years, re-

port to Congress on the ef-
fects that U.S. crude oil ex-
ports are having on consum-
ers, refineries, builders of
oil tankers, and oil produc-
tion.

Markey said exports
could cut revenue for U.S.
refiners by up to $200 billion
in the next decade, increase
costs for consumers, and de-
rail a boom in building tank-
ers for shipping oil between
U.S. ports.

The vote was 62 yeas to 29
nays. Both Collins and King
were among the yeas.

Senate vote 4
ADVANCED ENERGY

TECHNOLOGIES: The Sen-
ate has passed an amend-
ment sponsored by Sen.
Brian Schatz, D-Hawaii, to
the Energy Policy Modern-
ization Act. The amendment
would increase funding for
the Advanced Research
Projects Agency-Energy by
$113 million from fiscal 2016
through fiscal 2020.

Schatz said the increase
in government backing for
work to develop an array of
ground-breaking clean en-
ergy technologies promised
to help the U.S. maintain its
global economic dominance
in the energy sector, im-
proving the safety and reli-
ability of the power grid
while cutting energy costs.

The vote was 55 yeas to 37
nays. Both Collins and King
were among the yeas.

The yeas and nays.

Here’s howMaine’s congressional
delegation voted thisweek
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Nissan recalling 870,000 cars inUS, Canada
BY DAVID SHEPARDSON
REUTERS

Nissan Motor Co. said
Friday it will recall about
870,000 Nissan cars in the
United States and Canada
for potentially faulty hood
latches, marking the third
time since 2014 the auto-
maker has recalled vehicles
to address the problem.

The Japanese automaker
said it is recalling the 2013-
2015 Nissan Altima, be-
cause its secondary hood

latch may bind on account
of improperly applied rust
coating and remain in the
unlatched position when
the hood is closed. That
could result in the hood un-
expectedly opening while
driving.

The U.S. National High-
way Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration, which said on Fri-
day that 846,000 vehicles in
the United States would be
recalled, has received com-
plaints from owners of Alti-
mas whose hoods unexpect-

edly opened. Altimas ac-
counted for about 25 percent
of Nissan’s U.S. brand sales
last year.

Transport Canada in an
online posting on Friday
cited the same problem,
saying that 24,895 vehicles
were affected.

Nissan said the previous
recall fixes may not have
been performed consistently
to remove the safety risk.
Dealers will replace the
hood latch with a new one
starting next month.


