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Automakers recall 12MUS vehicles over air bags
BY DAVID SHEPARDSON
REUTERS

WASHINGTON — Eight
automakers said on Friday
they are recalling more than
12 million U.S. vehicles for
defective Takata air bag in-
flators, widening the largest-
ever auto safety effort to
more passenger-side devices.

Honda Motor Co. is recall-
ing 4.5 million U.S. vehicles
while Fiat Chrysler Auto-
mobiles NV is recalling 4.3
million, according to the
documents. The new recall
is focused on passenger-side
air bag inflators, while prior
recalls were for all frontal
inflators.

Takata declared 14 mil-
lion inflators defective in
the first phase of its latest
recall, and the Friday notice
is included in that total.

Under U.S. government
pressure, Japan’s Takata
Corp. this month agreed to
declare as many as 40 mil-
lion additional air bag infla-
tors defective by 2019 in a
move that will involve re-
calls by 17 automakers.

Takata inflators can ex-
plode with too much force
and spray metal shrapnel
into vehicle passenger com-
partments.

The defective air bag in-
flators have been linked to
at least 13 deaths and more
than 100 injuries worldwide.

The vehicles being recalled
were built between 2002 and
2011 and include pickups,
SUVs and cars.

Separately, Takata is in
bailout talks with a number
of potential investors in-
cluding private equity firm
KKR & Co., a source told
Reuters on Thursday.

Takata and the automak-
ers say there are no reports
of any ruptures involving
the vehicles in the latest re-
call. They are prioritized by
the car’s age and the risk of
exposure to high humidity.
As a result, some owners
may not get replacement in-
flators for several years.

Automakers worldwide
had previously recalled
about 50 million vehicles
with Takata inflators.

Japan’s transport minis-
try said Friday that auto-
makers will recall approxi-
mately 7 million vehicles
there, so the total worldwide
is approaching 70 million.

Other automakers will
issue notices in the coming
days.

Before Friday, 14 auto-
makers led by Honda had
recalled 28.8 million infla-
tors affecting 24 million U.S.
vehicles.

At least 2.3 million of the
12 million vehicles in the lat-
est recall were subject to
previous driver side recalls.

Toyota Motor Corp. told

regulators it is recalling 1.65
million vehicles while Suba-
ru is recalling nearly 400,000
vehicles in the United
States.

The two automakers said
they include some discon-
tinued Saab and Pontiac ve-
hicles assembled for Gener-
al Motors Co.

Fiat Chrysler said Friday
it is also recalling 933,000 ve-
hicles sold outside the Unit-
ed States for Takata infla-
tors. It told the U.S. National
Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration that the second
phase of the Takata expan-
sion would include 660,000
additional U.S. vehicles.

The new recalls are the
result of increasingly ag-
gressive U.S. auto safety
regulators. The issue gained
new traction after the March
31 death of an 17-year-old
high school student in Texas
in a moderate crash in her
2002 Honda Civic that police
said would have been sur-
vivable without the defec-
tive air bag.

NHTSA Administrator
Mark Rosekind said the lat-
est recall “ensures the infla-
tors will be recalled and re-
placed before they become
dangerous, giving vehicle
owners sufficient time to
have them replaced before
they pose a danger.”

Mazda Motor Corp. is re-
calling 730,000 U.S. vehicles

while Nissan Motor Co. is
recalling 400,000.

Mitsubishi Motors Corp.
is recalling 38,000 vehicles
and Ferrari NV is calling
back 2,800 U.S. sports cars.

Automakers face chal-
lenges obtaining enough re-
placement parts and getting
owners to repair their cars.
Through May 20, just 8.5
million inflators have been
replaced.

Takata may face still

more vehicle recalls.
Under a November agree-

ment with NHTSA, it agreed
to phase out the volatile
chemical ammonium ni-
trate used in the recalled in-
flators.

Takata could be required
by 2019 to recall another 50
million U.S. inflators with
ammonium nitrate unless
Takata can prove they are
safe under the NHTSA
agreement.

In November, Takata
agreed to pay a $70 million
fine for safety violations and
NHTSA named a former fed-
eral prosecutor as an inde-
pendent monitor to oversee
the massive recalls.

The embattled Japanese
supplier faces an ongoing
U.S. criminal investigation
as well as class-action law-
suits and suits filed by the
state of Hawaii and the U.S.
Virgin Islands.
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Mosquito
traps scarce
as summer
begins
Monitoring the
Zika threat a priority

BY DAVID FRANCIS
FOREIGN POLICY

Memorial Day weekend
marks the start of summer:
pools, the beach, barbecues,
and mosquitoes. The loom-
ing threat of Zika makes the
last one especially trou-
bling, as officials believe
it’s only a matter of time
before the virus is transmit-
ted in the United States.
And Florida, a state where
the disease could thrive, is
shorthanded when it comes
to fighting it.

The Sunshine State has
received 120 of the more
than 300 special traps it has
ordered to help detect the
Zika virus in mosquitoes,
which transmit the disease;
it can also be transmitted
sexually. Nationally, almost
1,950 orders from govern-
ments and private business-
es are backlogged, according
to The Associated Press.

That’s because the BG-
Sentinel traps used to kill
mosquitoes are in heavy de-
mand as the threat from
Zika grows. The virus has
been linked both to micro-
cephaly in newborns and
Guillain-Barre, a condition
that causes paralysis in
adults. The virus has spread
to Europe and Australia,
and earlier cases of it have
been reported across Africa
and the Indian subconti-
nent, but the epicenter of the
outbreak is Brazil.

On Friday, 125 prominent
scientists sent a letter to
World Health Organization
Director Margaret Chan
asking that the Summer
Olympics, set to be held in
Rio, be moved due to Zika
concerns.

As of May 25, the most re-
cent Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention data
available, there have been
591 reported Zika cases in
the U.S. There has been one
Guillain-Barre syndrome
case. All of those carrying
the virus acquired it while
traveling abroad, and not in
the U.S.

The outbreak is worse in
U.S. territories, especially
Puerto Rico, where the CDC
estimates 20 percent of the
island’s residents will catch
the bug.

President Barack Obama
has asked Congress to de-
vote $1.9 billion to fund anti-
Zika efforts. The Senate has
approved a measure that
provides $1.1 billion to fight
Zika. The House has ap-
proved $622 million to do the
same. Lawmakers are cur-
rently negotiating the final
amount that would be sent
to the White House for ap-
proval, but that won’t hap-
pen until they come back to
Washington in early June.


