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NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Pay
7 Baby food

10 Cowboy’s chum
14 Painter Modigliani
15 Otto I’s realm
16 NYC theater award
17 All out
19 Publishing ID
20 Admits defeat
21 At least as much
23 Broadcast
24 Bookkeeping letters
26 Religious woman
27 Contest on the road
31 PGA prop
34 First-year students

at Annapolis
37 __ Paulo, Brazil
38 Remarkable act
39 Small towns
41 Most sullen
43 Inside scoop
44 B&O and Southern

Pacific
46 Suez Canal outlet
47 Mach+ jet
48 Off somewhere
50 Singer Sumac
52 Indonesian islands
53 Actress Minnelli
57 Deal with
60 John Q. Citizen
63 Bellicose deity
64 Closed sign with an

explanation
66 Injurious plant
67 Former California

Fort

68 Thighbones
69 Butter portions
70 Rds.

71 Sleeper’s
comments?

DOWN
1 “__ of Iwo Jima”
2 Dean Martin hit,

“That’s __”
3 Simon of Duran

Duran
4 Worth taking up
5 Movie about John

Reed
6 Spinning toy
7 Pix takers
8 Ulna site
9 Part of a hammer

10 French soldier in
WWI

11 Missing persons?
12 Barbecue favorite
13 Lions’ lairs
18 A nephew of Donald

Duck
22 Five before six?
25 Lady’s address
28 Little in Aberdeen
29 Elroy Jetson’s dog

30 Melba or Marianne
32 Simplicity
33 Bluesy James
34 Advanced degs.
35 Southeast Asian

country
36 When all the kids

have moved out
38 Castro, to some
40 Miss in Sp.
42 __ diem (daily)
45 Leaves high and dry
48 Pester
49 18th-century

Scottish philosopher
51 Sail supports
54 God’s blood
55 African nation
56 Paquin and

Quindlen
57 Benson novel, “__

and Lucia”
58 Quarter
59 Vanities
61 Studio apts.
62 Nice nothing?
65 Scrap of food
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Test your deception

Clinicians fairly sure of CJD diagnosis
Dear Dr. Roach: In a recent

column a reader said their
daughter was diagnosed with
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease. My
late first wife was diagnosed
with Alzheimer’s disease in
1982.

After learning she was
only 35 years of age, the doc-
tor said that it was probably
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease,
without explaining why.

When she did die years
later, CJD was listed on her
death certificate as the cause
of death.

But I’ve read or heard that
neither Alzheimer’s disease
nor Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease
cannot be diagnosed without
an autopsy, which she did not
have.

My son was diagnosed by
a neurologist in 2011 with
dementia, not CJD, at about
the same age as his mother. At
the moment, he is incapable
of taking care of himself and
is in a nursing home.

How can someone be diag-

nosed with Alzheimer’s or
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease
without an autopsy? Thank
you. — A.P.S.

I am very sorry to hear
about the neurologic disease
in your family.

A definitive diagnosis of
CJD requires a brain sample
to be examined.

However, clinicians can
be fairly sure of the diagno-
sis when the patient meets a
set of criteria after a careful
exam — specifically, progres-
sive dementia with muscle
spasms; disturbances related
to vision or the cerebellum,
which is the part of the brain
involved in control of mus-
cular coordination, especially
balance and rapid alternating
movements; and other specific
neurologic dysfunction.

Clinicians also look for spe-

cific abnormalities on MRI,
EEG or spinal tap. Certain
results make the diagnosis of
CJD likely, as long as there is
no other diagnosis to explain
those findings.

Similarly, 100 percent cer-
tainty of the diagnosis of
Alzheimer’s disease requires
a brain biopsy or post-
mortem examination, but
again, the combination of
specific findings on a history
and physical exam can make
the diagnosis of Alzheimer’s
probable.

It’s estimated that an expe-
rienced clinician is over 90
percent accurate compared
with pathological examina-
tion.

You can find out more on
how to diagnose Alzheimer’s
at www.alz.org/alzheimers_
disease_diagnosis.asp.

A long period between diag-
nosis and death makes CJD
less likely, since most die with-
in 12 months of diagnosis.

Without knowing the specif-

ics of your family member’s
neurologic findings, I can’t
comment on whether this is
likely to be CJD.

There are other causes of
early dementia, such as fron-
totemporal dementia, demen-
tia with Lewy bodies and mul-
tiple systems atrophy.

Your son’s neurologist
should be able to tell you about
his likely diagnosis, since
dementia is a clinical finding,
not a specific diagnosis.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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DR. KEITH ROACH
TO YOUR GOOD HEALTH

Dr. Roach regrets that
he is unable to answer
individual letters, but
will incorporate them in
the column whenever
possible. Readers may
email questions to
ToYourGoodHealth@med.
cornell.edu or request an
order form of available
health newsletters at 628
Virginia Dr., Orlando, FL
32803. Health newsletters
may be ordered from www.
rbmamall.com.
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