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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

HA! HA! T ALWAYS LIKE TO
START MY MEETINGS WITH
A LITTLE JOKE

“IF THE ENGINE HAS HORSE POWER , WHY
DONT YOU YELL‘GIDPY-UP? WHEN You

5STEP ONTHEGAS2”

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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MY MOM HIRED ME TO
WATCH MY BABY SISTER.
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No treatment sometimes a valid option

Dear Dr. Roach: My
mother has Alzheimer’s dis-
ease and had some tests due
to abnormal liver enzyme
levels in the blood. Her
ultrasound says: “There are
multiple masses throughout
the liver. Underlying malig-
nancy and metastatic disease
cannot be excluded.” A CT
scan was done, and it says,
“Innumerable low-density
liver lesions are identified
in both right and left lobes,
also eccentric wall thickening
involving the stomach.”

A liver biopsy was done
two days ago. We won’t have
results till next week.

I have been advised by her
primary physician that he is
sure it is cancer and, due to
her age, I should do nothing,
just keep her as comfortable
as possible. I don’t want my
mom to go through chemo and
radiation. I don’t know, at her
age and with dementia, if she
could survive that treatment.
But I also can’t stand the idea

DR. KEITH ROACH

of watching her waste away
and knowing I did nothing to
help.

If T do nothing and let the
disease take its course, what
is in store for Mama? Will she
be in pain? The doctor who
did the biopsy sat with me
and told me he was sure it was
cancer that started elsewhere
and spread to her liver, stage
4, but he would know more
after the biopsy. He said, “You
have a hard decision to make.”
I need to know what to expect.
What will she go through, and
what kind of time does she
have? — R.D.

I am very sorry to hear
about your mother. I agree,
from the report, that it is
likely to be metastatic can-
cer — cancer that has spread
from another site in the body,
probably originating in the

stomach. After the biopsy
results come back, you can
make a more informed choice
about treatment. Surgery or
chemotherapy would be a bad
idea for most people in her
situation, having advanced
dementia, and you should
realize that a choice not to
treat, made with her best
interests in mind and with
the support of her physician,
is not something you should
feel guilty about.

Many people with a new
diagnosis of metastatic cancer
can be helped, if not cured, by
treatment. However, for the
majority of people with stage
4 metastatic cancer whose
normal level of function is
poor, treating the cancer helps
neither their quality nor their
length of life.

Even though we are unlike-
ly to be able to affect the
course of the disease, we are
usually well able to manage
the symptoms of cancer, when
treated by an expert, such as

The Daily Crossword cuited by Wayne Robert Williams

a palliative care physician
(some oncologists and even
some general doctors are very
good at this, too). Treatment
includes proper nutritional
care and treating and prevent-
ing pain, nausea and short-
ness of breath, any of which
might happen.

Physicians are not very
good at predicting how much
time people have left, as
there is a large range, even
in people with advanced dis-
ease. I suspect you are looking
at months, but possibly only
weeks, and not likely more
than a year.

READERS: Questions about
breast cancer and its treat-
ment are found in the booklet
on that subject. To obtain a
copy, write: Dr. Roach Book
No. 1101, 628 Virginia Dr.,
Orlando, FL 32803. Enclose
a check or money order (no
cash) for $4.75 U.S./$6 Can.
with the recipient’s printed
name and address. Please
allow four weeks for delivery.
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1 Scottish lakes
6 Egyptian god
10 Flows out
14 Set of values
15 Strauss’“__
Alpensinfonie”
16 Bound upward
17 Rodin piece
19 Gillette razor
20 Neighbor of Pol.
21 Anderson of
“WKRP...” CL B
22 Single, upright
megalith
24 Theologian from
Alexandria
26 Three-time Masters
champion
27 Willing suspension
of disbelief
30 Play for a fool
33 1970s children’s
television series
36 Long duration
37 Some NCOs
38 Sour compounds
39 Wire service
40 Laughter syllables
41 Clinton V.P.
42 Either G. Bush
43 Off-the-wall
44 lI. neighbor 65 56 67
45 Follower of Garcia,
Lesh, Weir, et al.
47 European food fish Visit: ADailyCrossword.com 6/17
gg Ilglke.blown Snow 58 Icy coating 62 Nice girlfriend? 28 Kind of network
oglike clouds 63 G doth 29 Dri daled
55 Yoko's family 59 Former heart of a ray and others riven or peaaie
57 Kanga's kid computer 64 Slowly, in music bike
65 Taper off 31 Constellation
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“I can’t come in, Mommy, until |
figure out where all these
guys are going!”

Bridge

by Frank Stewart

Louie at

Unlucky Louie says that if his ship
ever came in, it would be impounded
by the Coast Guard.

Louie, today’s South, must have
thought his ship had made port when
he picked up a hand atypical for him:
24 points. Counting on North for a
point or two, Louie drove to 3NT.

West led a club, giving Louie a free
finesse. When East played the queen,
Louie won and forced out the ace of
diamonds. West returned the ten of
clubs, and Louie won, cashed three
diamonds and led the king of hearts.
West grabbed his ace and led the nine
of clubs. Louie won but had only
eight tricks. When he led a spade,
West took the ace and cashed two
clubs. Down one.

NINE OF HEARTS

“I needed the nine of hearts in
dummy,” Louie sighed.

Louie’s ship was quarantined. All
he had to do was refuse the first club,
executing a hold-up play despite
having three stoppers. East would
have to shift, and Louie would have
time to force out West’s three aces,
setting up nine winners and losing
only a trick in each suit.

DAILY QUESTION

You hold: 4 A95 O AS
O A84 #10976 3. Your partner
opens one diamond, you respond two
clubs and he bids two hearts. What do

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker

the dock

you say?

ANSWER: Your partner has
“reversed,” but whether he promises
great strength after your response at
the two level is a matter of
partnership agreement. Assuming he
has at least some extra values, jump
to four diamonds. If partner holds a
hand such as K 4 2, K Q 8 6,
KQ 1076, A, six diamonds will be
a good contract.

South dealer
N-S vulnerable
NORTH
AJ1062
©J632
063
®854
WEST EAST
AAIS A8743
QA5 29874
O A84 09752
109763 *Q
SOUTH
AKQ
QKQ10
OKQJ10
®AKJ2
South  West  North  East
2% Pass 20 Pass
3INT All Pass

Opening lead — & 6
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-

bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-

5 tains the same number only once. The
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