
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Rival rival
5 ASCAP counterpart
8 Injures maliciously

14 Receive a letter
16 Nosegays
17 All-in-one place
19 Hosp. trauma areas
20 Disney’s middle

name
21 Event before a golf

tourney
24 Part of TWA
25 Half a tenner
28 Bookmaker?
31 MO town
32 Spike or brad
33 Future atty.’s

hurdle
34 Sponsorship
36 High spots
39 Part of FIU
41 Reliquary
42 Energy
45 Whoopi Goldberg

movie
50 Gore and Martino
51 City on the Seine
52 Rusted through
53 Twofold
54 NYC showplace
55 Dormitory
62 Space between leaf

veins
63 Equivalent words
64 Surgical knife
65 Mexicali Mrs.
66 Actress Ward

DOWN
1 Satisfied sighs
2 Countenance

3 City near Lourdes
4 Difficult trial
5 Fam. members
6 Extinct bird
7 Jeopardize
8 Natural fountain
9 Potassium

carbonate
10 Suffixes for

philosophies
11 Neckwear
12 Tennyson’s twilight
13 Boomer aloft
15 Becoming set
18 King or Ladd
21 2nd letter add-on
22 Tiresome grind
23 Catholic community

members
24 The one here
25 Worrywart
26 Bk. of the Old

Testament
27 Court divider
29 South American

monkey

30 Cheer at a corrida
35 Building addition
36 Islands off Galway
37 Quarter M
38 Gets by with less
39 Eng. instruction

letters
40 Org. of Capitals and

Senators
41 Unmoved
43 Suffix in linguistics
44 Functional quill
46 Baltimore ballplayer
47 Dieter’s choice
48 Forage legume
49 Walter and Uta
53 Political coalition
54 Ancient Greek

weight
55 Holbrook or Roach
56 Altar constellation
57 Dykstra or Deighton
58 Neighbor of Isr.
59 Louis or Carrie
60 950
61 NASA’s ISS partner
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Pros and cons

Prognosis depends on extent of disease
Dear Dr. Roach: I have

a friend who is the primary
caregiver to her son, diag-
nosed with Langerhans cell
histiocytosis. I am unfamiliar
with this condition and would
like to better understand the
challenges and prognosis. Can
you help? — O.C.

Langerhans cell histiocyto-
sis is a rare disease that is dif-
ficult to understand. Expert
opinion is mixed on whether
it is, strictly speaking, a can-
cer. It acts like cancer in many
ways and probably is caused
by immune system dysfunc-
tion. The predominant issue
is that a type of cell, called a
histiocyte, is usually present
in bone lesions and can infil-
trate other organs, especially
the skin, lymph nodes and
lungs. The histiocyte seems
to be a cell that is derived
from bone marrow, and not
the Langerhans skin cell it
resembles.

LCH is a rare disease, but

one that probably is under-
reported due to misdiagnosis.
It most commonly occurs in
children ages 1-3.

Treatment depends on how
extensive the disease is, so a
careful and thorough evalu-
ation is mandatory. In dis-
ease limited to the bone or a
single lymph node, surgical
treatment may be possible.
However, in people with dis-
ease in multiple organs or in
places not amenable to sur-
gery, treatment is usually with
combination chemotherapy.

Prognosis depends greatly
on the extent of the disease.
For those with limited dis-
ease, the prognosis is very
good, with greater than 95
percent survival at five years.
For those with higher-risk
disease, the five-year survival
rate was 84 percent in a recent
trial.

Those with multisystem
disease should consider being
in a clinical trial (information
at www.histiocytesociety.org).

Dear Dr. Roach: I am a
60-year-old woman in excel-
lent health, no diabetes. At
a recent annual physical, my
urine test indicated some
mild inflammation (positive
urine nitrite and esterace,
WBC 6-10,), for which I am
asymptomatic. I was given a
prescription for Cipro, as I am
allergic to other antibiotics.

I do not want to take Cipro,
so I have been drinking lots
of water and tea, and eating
lots of fresh (frozen) cranber-
ries. Since I am asymptom-
atic, I don’t know if this is
working. My doctor is a very
kind man and we have a good
relationship, but I am afraid
to tell him that I don’t want
to take Cipro. I think I’ll risk
being labeled an uncoopera-
tive patient. I feel fine. Should
I request a retest? — L.B.

First off, I don’t think you
should worry about being
labeled “uncooperative.” It’s
your body, and you get to make
the choices. Wanting to avoid
antibiotics is commendable.
So it’s OK to ask for alterna-
tives.

In your particular case, I
wouldn’t have recommended
treatment. What you have is
termed “asymptomatic bac-
teriuria,” and most experts
recommend against treating
it, except in pregnant women,
people about to have urologic
surgery and kidney-trans-
plant recipients. Treatment
in healthy people doesn’t pre-
vent future infections, and if
they do occur, they are more
likely to be resistant.

There’s nothing wrong
with increasing fluid intake,
and cranberry juice does have
some activity in preventing
urine infections; however, it’s
not necessary for you to do so.
I wouldn’t get a retest unless
you develop symptoms.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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TO YOUR GOOD HEALTH
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