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NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Hairdo
5 Years, to Yves
8 Fortunate

14 Large pot of stew
15 Irving’s Van Winkle
16 Taiwanese capital
17 In one’s birthday

suit
20 Student’s musical

performance
21 Sound of rushing air
24 Erie-Ontario

connection
30 Consider
33 Pretoria’s nat.
34 Charged atom
35 “Siddhartha” author
36 Woody Allen movie
40 Soviet collective
43 __-de-lance
44 End of Ramadan
47 Change things
52 Double-value

deals
53 Supermarket

passageways
54 Bugs
57 Missouri reservoir
65 Surrounded by
66 Former California

Fort
67 Mongol’s tent
68 Some rays
69 “William Wilson”

author
70 Aegean and Adriatic

DOWN
1 Opposing position
2 Last of crap or pay

3 Class
4 Denmark’s __

Islands
5 Spider or tick, for

example
6 Unless, in the

courtroom
7 Quarrel
8 Emphatic typeface
9 Turndown vote

10 Pol. party
11 News org.
12 Waxy: pref.
13 Little shaver
18 Arnaz of show biz
19 Novotna of tennis
21 Orch. section
22 Had been
23 River of Orel
25 In need of a

massage
26 Takes off
27 Neighbor of Ger.
28 ER staffers
29 Nibbled on
31 You, to Yves

32 Kind of switch
36 Coral formation
37 Winglike parts
38 3 on the dial
39 Phone numbers?
40 Qty.
41 Not sugar-coated
42 Ring dec.
44 Darkroom abbr.
45 Rink surface
46 Moines of Iowa?
48 Snow banks
49 Ain’t corrected?
50 Fancy hotel
51 Test papers
55 Cruise the mall
56 Eliel’s son
57 On the __ (fleeing)
58 Grp. for physicians
59 Clan members
60 NYC summer

hours
61 Explorer Johnson
62 Have regrets about
63 Malay isthmus
64 MapQuest abbrevs.
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Test your dummy play

All meds have potential for side effects
Dear Dr. Roach: Would

you please discuss the use of
Evista for treatment of osteo-
porosis as an alternative to
bisphosphonates? The deci-
sion of which medication to
take is very confusing, since
every one of them has seri-
ous side effects. I am trying to
choose the lesser of the evils.
— S.K.

Raloxifene (Evista) has
some properties similar to
estrogen and some properties
opposite to it.

It has two major benefits:
It acts like estrogen in bones,
increasing bone density and
reducing fracture risk, and
it acts as an anti-estrogen
in normal breast tissue and
breast cancer, reducing the
risk of developing breast can-
cer. Raloxifene is not as effec-
tive as bisphosphonates (such
as alendronate), so normally
it is used in women who can’t
or shouldn’t take bisphos-
phonates, or in women who

have both an increased risk
for breast cancer and osteopo-
rotic fractures.

You are quite right that all
medications have the poten-
tial for side effects, sometimes
serious. For raloxifene, the
most concerning is a risk for
blood clots, similar to that of
estrogen, with an increased
risk for about 1 in 1,000
women taking the medication
for a year. This needs to be
balanced against the benefits
of 1 fewer case of vertebral
fractures and also 1 fewer case
of invasive breast cancer per
thousand women per year.
A particular woman at very
high risk for breast cancer or
fracture would be expected to
have more benefit, but those
at higher risk for blood clots
would likely have a higher
increase in risk.

Not all women need medi-

cation treatment for osteopo-
rosis, and I get many letters
from women who are not
appropriate candidates for
medication but are still pre-
scribed powerful drugs with
significant side-effect risks.
Medication treatment should
be reserved only for women at
high risk for fracture, based
on a very low bone mineral
density, previous fracture or
high risk of fracture based
on their FRAX score (http://
www.shef.ac.uk/FRAX/).

It’s always important to
weigh the risks of a medica-
tion against the risks of not
taking it.

Dear Dr. Roach: You
recently wrote about a sur-
gically placed implant for
erectile dysfunction. What
gets implanted? And where?
Thanks for your attention to
my ignorance. — K.V.N.

Implants are reserved for
men who have not had results

from oral medications, and
those who cannot use or who
have failed injections and vac-
uum devices.

An appropriate medical
evaluation is appropriate for
all men with erectile dysfunc-
tion.

There are several differ-
ent types of implants, but
the most commonly used is
a three-component implant,
which consists of two plastic
inflatable cylinder prosthe-
ses placed surgically in the
penis, with a fluid reservoir
placed in the abdomen, and
a small manual pump in the
scrotum.

The implants are inflated
by the pump moving the fluid
from the reservoir into the
cylinders. All the components
are internal.

With newer devices and
surgical techniques, compli-
cation rates are lower (but
still not zero), and patient sat-
isfaction rates are well over
90 percent.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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