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NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Drink noisily
6 Sandler or Smith

10 Popeye’s __ Pea
14 Natty Bumppo ride
15 Bona __
16 Barak of Israel
17 Rhombohedral dark

red ore
19 Encircle
20 Rubs out
21 Opal ending
23 Open hostilities
24 Asian goat
26 Aage __ Bohr
29 Showy yellow flower
32 Diocletian’s deck

count
33 Pelion’s partner
36 Observe again
37 Nautical dir.
38 Light bulb figure
41 Carnival passages
43 Bleaching agent
44 Body trunks
46 “Undercover Angel”

singer Alan
47 Continental NASA

equivalent
48 Mystic Russian

monk
51 Marisa of “My

Cousin Vinny”
53 Egyptian fertility god
54 Draw a bead on
57 Collision
60 “The __ File”
62 Clothing
64 Coin with part

removed
66 Indonesian boat

67 Commercial
transaction

68 Fine-grained silica

69 Vaio maker
70 Son of Judah
71 Lowest molding on

a column base

DOWN
1 Spiral fastener
2 Author Ingalls

Wilder
3 Open up
4 Acuff and Rogers
5 Former Spanish

coin
6 __-CIO
7 Branch out
8 Fruity coolers
9 Element #80

10 Musical repeat
signs

11 Poisonous
pigment

12 Part of the E.U.
13 Byrnes of “Sunset

Strip”
18 Munich’s river
22 Signed off
25 Employers
27 Country west of

Egypt

28 Spacek of the
movies

29 Thick pad
30 Metallic element
31 Hilo gift
33 Little screecher
34 Right to decide
35 Pressing device
39 Anchor position
40 Himalayan gazelle
42 Took the gold
45 Pancake flipper
49 Warner Bros.

creation
50 Accuse
52 Shelter within a

cove
54 Questioner
55 French river
56 Soda fountain

offerings
58 Lhasa follower
59 Highland family

group
61 Canyon playback
62 Docs
63 Venezuelan

river
65 DDE’s rank
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Traditional errors

Bacterial infection requires antibiotics
Dear Dr. Roach: I am an

80-year-old woman in good
health. After numerous CT
scans, a PET scan and a bron-
choscopy, it was determined
that I have MAI. I am aware
that the standard treatment is
18 months of antibiotics. Can
you tell me what side effects I
can expect if I go ahead with
this treatment? I am not com-
fortable taking all these anti-
biotics, as I am a person who
shuns medication in general
at my age. — J.R.

Mycobacterium avium and
Mycobacterium intracellulare
are bacteria that are related to
tuberculosis. They are so sim-
ilar that they usually are not
differentiated, and go by the
collective abbreviation MAI
(for Mycobacterium avium-
intracellulare) or MAC (for
Mycobacterium avium com-
plex). Infection with either one
leads to symptoms. In people
with lung disease, especially
from smoking, infection leads

to progressive lung damage. In
people with HIV infection or a
lung transplant, the disease
can be rapidly progressive.

But for those with no lung
disease (usually older women),
its most common symptom is
chronic cough that has char-
acteristic findings on X-ray.
This last sounds like your sit-
uation. Most people get fever,
and some have night sweats or
weight loss. It’s also common
to have fatigue, or just to feel
bad (malaise).

The diagnosis is made
by laboratory identifica-
tion of the bacteria from
the bronchoscopy specimen.
Not everybody needs treat-
ment. You told me you are
in good health, but not about
any symptoms. Treatment
is recommended for people
with symptoms and because
treatment may reduce ongo-

ing lung damage. The choice
of antibiotics depends on the
sensitivity of the organism,
but one common regimen is
clarithromycin, rifampin and
ethambutol. Most people will
have negative cultures in four
to six months, but it’s recom-
mended that they continue
therapy for an additional year
to be sure of a cure.

Possible side effects include
stomach upset or nausea,
abnormalities in liver func-
tion, low white blood cell count
and vision changes. Most of
these side effects can be man-
aged, but some are serious, so
monthly monitoring during
treatment is essential.

As always, it’s a balance
between the benefits of the
treatment (getting rid of an
infection, presumably one
with enough symptoms that
it led to many diagnostic tests
before getting the answer) and
side effects, which range from
annoying to serious. Your
doctor should help you work

through this balance. For
most people, it’s of greater
benefit to treat.

Dear Dr. Roach: I have a
friend who is always cold and
has a rash, which he scratch-
es until he is raw. His doctor
put him through some tests
but can’t find what is wrong.
— V.C.

People who are always cold
may have low thyroid levels
or a low blood count (anemia).
Low thyroid levels often lead
to dry and itchy skin, while
some kinds of anemia lead to
skin itchiness.

Testing thyroid hormone
levels and getting a CBC (com-
plete blood count, which is a
test for red blood cells, white
blood cells and platelets) is a
good place to start.

However, a careful history
and examination of your
friend’s skin also might give
additional clues to some less-
common causes.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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