
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Japanese

entertainer
7 Perfect report card

11 NYC arena
14 Spiny sea creature
15 Exertion
16 Knack for music
17 Former British P.M.
19 Casino cube
20 Writer Deighton
21 Ernie of the links
22 Doing up
24 Birdsong
26 Divides into two

equal parts
27 Finnish-born U.S.

architect
31 Comic Mel
32 Unit of work
33 Subsequently
37 Rips off
38 Say one club, say
39 Verify
40 Impose a bias on
41 Tunneled
42 Someone in clothes
43 “Appalachian

Spring” composer
46 Put something on

top of something
else

49 Weeding
implements

50 Rotten apple’s
associate?

51 Divested
52 Moose’s cousin

55 Boxer Muhammad
56 Eugene O’Neill’s

great-granddaughter

60 New York pro
61 Basic core
62 Fit for consumption
63 Remains in a tray
64 Conclusions
65 Nullify

DOWN
1 Boardwalk bird
2 Perry’s penner
3 Laptop image
4 Wallflowerish
5 Covered up
6 Frank McCourt’s “__

Ashes”
7 Big fusses
8 Melodic tune
9 Art of fishing

10 Relaxing
11 Battlefield worker
12 Holy honoree
13 Maddox and

Norman
18 Cinders of old

comics
23 Telephone

exchanges

24 Kitchen utensils
25 Inquires
26 Charlie Parker’s

nickname
27 Declines
28 Estrada of “CHiPs”
29 Part in a play
30 Period in power
34 Israeli folk dance
35 Roulette choice
36 Geek
38 Mooring site
39 M. Le Pew
41 Coerce forcefully
42 Game bird
44 Clinton’s VP
45 Fashionable
46 44th President
47 Landscape dips
48 Head of Hollywood
51 Gosh darn!
52 Isle near Corsica
53 Light melody
54 Leg bender
57 Dip of one’s head
58 Fruity concoction
59 Oinker
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Forging ahead

Chikungunya virus is serious, common
DearDr.Roach: InJanuary

2014, I was bitten by a mosqui-
to in the Caribbean and came
down with the Chikungunya
virus, which I still have.

I took naproxen for
about three months for the
Chikungunya from April to
July 2014.

In August, I started hav-
ing chronic diarrhea, which
continues to this day. I have
approximately three watery
diarrhea attacks per day
and must go to the bathroom
ASAP three to four times over
the period of an hour or two,
with each attack.

Recently, I went to a gastro-
enterologist, who prescribed
prednisone, saying that he felt
the Chikungunya had caused
my immune system to go into
overdrive and that this was
what was causing the diar-
rhea. The prednisone gave no
relief.

I have had a colonoscopy,
with nothing but four polyps
showing up there, and I was

prescribed and have taken
Flagyl, with no relief there
either.

I also had a FIT test, which
came back negative, showing
no blood in my stool.

I would appreciate any
advice that you could give
me concerning this most dis-
abling situation. — B.W.J.

Chikungunya, despite its
funny-sounding name, is a
serious and increasingly com-
mon disease seen in North
America from visitors to
SouthAmerica,theCaribbean,
central and southern Africa,
and south and southeast
Asia.

There also have been cases
acquired in Florida. It is likely
that there will be more cases,
so it’s important to know more
about it.

Symptoms begin within a

week of being bitten by an
infected mosquito, and the
most common symptoms are
joint pain and fever.

Although there can rare-
ly be serious complications,
most people start feeling bet-
ter within one to three weeks.
The joint pain can last for
months, or even years in some
people. It can look like den-
gue fever, and blood tests may
be necessary to confirm the
diagnosis. There is no specific
treatment and no vaccine.

I could not find any infor-
mation on Chikungunya virus
causing diarrhea symptoms
lasting past the initial phase,
and I am concerned that you
may have picked up another
cause for diarrhea on your
trip.

A colonoscopy was a good
idea, but I think it’s time you
got a second opinion, and
I would find a specialist in
infectious disease, someone
who has experience in dis-
eases of returning travelers.

That being said, it would be
unusual to have an infectious
cause of diarrhea show up
seven months after the travel.
It’s possible you have a totally
different cause for chronic
diarrhea.

Your symptoms have some
resemblance to irritable
bowel syndrome; however, I
think it would be a mistake to
make that diagnosis without a
thorough workup for chronic
causes of diarrhea.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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Conceptis Sudoku

DR. KEITH ROACH
TO YOUR GOOD HEALTH

Dr. Roach regrets that
he is unable to answer
individual letters, but
will incorporate them in
the column whenever
possible. Readers may
email questions to
ToYourGoodHealth@med.
cornell.edu or request an
order form of available
health newsletters at 628
Virginia Dr., Orlando, FL
32803. Health newsletters
may be ordered from www.
rbmamall.com.
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