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NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Large amorphous

quantities
5 For one

11 Band of hoods
14 One Baldwin

brother
15 No-good-nik
16 “Starpeace” artist

Yoko
17 Italian dinosaurs of

Argentina?
19 Old horse
20 Beseeches
21 Sardonic style
23 In existence
24 Pinkish purple
26 Pennant on a

trumpet
30 To a certain degree
33 Rickman and Arkin
34 Equine footfalls
35 DH’s stat
36 Charlie Parker’s

nickname
37 Narrow cuts
38 Castle’s defense
39 Hawaiian handout
40 Pelts
41 Deadly African

snake
42 Making into law
44 Seoul man
45 Lift a glass
46 Fetch
47 B in chemistry
49 Even more spooky
54 __ Baba

55 Sicilian TV receiver?
58 Involuntary spasm
59 List of corrections

60 At the peak of
61 Distress signal
62 Get back into

business
63 Soft throw

DOWN
1 Yawn
2 Lena of “Chocolat”
3 Better than better
4 Aftereffect
5 On a plane
6 Adhesive mixture
7 Cantor and Lupino
8 Ostrich cousin
9 Coupe or sedan

10 Stores in a silo
11 Italian black-and-

white image?
12 Son of Judah
13 Hobgoblin
18 Closes in
22 Unrefined
24 Plunders
25 Rascals
26 Hold for later action
27 Earth visitor

28 Italian obesity
treatment?

29 Common
conjunction

30 Hurl
31 Addis __, Ethiopia
32 Colossus
34 Actor Eastwood
37 Alpine transport
38 Deface
40 Actor Lionel
41 Sacred song sung a

capella
43 Talk baby talk
44 Wynn of “Dr.

Strangelove”
46 Shred
47 Flying mammals
48 Miscellany
49 English gent
50 Fuel from a bog
51 Grooving on
52 Baseball’s Slaughter
53 Sounds at seances
56 Temper
57 B’way theater sign
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Louie’s debt service

Consult is reasonable for gastric ulcers
Dear Dr. Roach: I am a

64-year-old female who has a
longstanding history of gas-
tric ulcers verified by eight
endoscopies. The most recent
gastroenterologist told me
that he believes they are
chronic and that I should have
stomach surgery to cut out
the part of the stomach where
the ulcer is. I was thinking
about having a surgical con-
sult, but none of the surgeons
I have contacted has exper-
tise in this area. What do you
think? — S.L.

Stomach ulcers once were
thought to be caused by stress,
but that thinking was upended
when scientists in Australia
discovered bacteria inside
stomach ulcers and one physi-
cian inoculated himself with
a bacterial culture, causing
ulcers. These were then cured
with antibiotics and bismuth
salts. It is now thought that
most ulcers are caused by
infection from these bacteria,

called Helicobacter pylori.
With eight endoscopies, you
should have had a biopsy to
look for this infection, but it
also can be diagnosed with
stool or breath tests.

Another cause of ulcers is
the use of nonsteroidal anti-
inflammatory drugs, such
as naproxen or ibuprofen.
However, my concern is that
if you never had H. pylori
and you don’t take regular
NSAIDs, the ulcer could be
caused by abnormal growth,
either precancerous or can-
cerous. I suspect your most
recent gastroenterologist is
worried about this possibil-
ity as well. A persistent ulcer
with no clear cause is highly
worrisome, and surgical inter-
vention is worth considering.

I would start by looking at
the website of a teaching hos-
pital near you, and find a sur-

geon with expertise in stom-
ach cancer. An expert in stom-
ach cancer surgery would be
a good choice to provide you
with a surgical opinion.

Dear Dr. Roach: I saw that
the U.S. Preventive Services
Task Force recommends aspi-
rin to prevent colon cancer.
Should everyone be taking an
aspirin a day? — D.L.G.

In September 2015, the Task
Force issued a draft recom-
mendation statement that
adults ages 50-69 should con-
sider low-dose aspirin (such
as an 81-mg tablet daily or
325 mg every other day) in
order to prevent both heart
disease and colon cancer for
those who have a 10 percent or
greater risk for heart disease
(a calculator is available at
cvdrisk.nhlbi.nih.gov).

The studies on aspirin
for the prevention of heart
disease have had conflict-
ing results, with several new

studies unable to confirm the
benefit seen in older studies.
Also, aspirin can cause bleed-
ing, especially of the stomach,
and this bleeding can rarely
be serious, even life-threaten-
ing. For these reasons, some
experts have disagreed with
the Task Force. In fact, the
draft recommendations specif-
ically exclude people who have
an increased risk of bleeding,
since the risk of aspirin is too
high in that group.

On the other hand, stud-
ies have been consistent that
men and women who take
low-dose aspirin have lower
risk of developing colon can-
cer, which would provide an
additional benefit to taking
aspirin. Since the balance of
risks and benefits is so highly
dependent on individual fac-
tors for heart disease, colon
cancer and bleeding, only
your own medical provider
can work with you to make a
decision about whether aspi-
rin is right for you.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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