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WASHINGTON — Here’s
a look at how area members
of Congress voted over the
previous week.

The House was in recess
this week. In addition to
roll call votes, the Senate
also passed the following
measures by voice vote. It
passed the 21st Century
Veterans Benefits Delivery
Act (S. 1203), to improve the
Veterans Affairs Depart-
ment’s health care services
for veterans and speed pro-
cessing of disability claims;
passed the SPACE Act (HR
2262), to encourage private
sector investment in the
space industry; and passed
a resolution (S. Res. 302),
expressing the sense of the
Senate in support of Israel
and condemning Palestin-
ian terror attacks against
Israel.

There were no key votes
in the House this week.

Senate votes
Senate vote 1
EUROPEAN DEVELOP-

MENT BANK: The Senate
has confirmed the nomina-
tion of Scott Allen to serve
as U.S. Director of the Euro-
pean Bank for Reconstruc-
tion and Development. The
bank works with private
banks, other international
banks, and 64 donor coun-
tries to promote the devel-
opment of market-oriented
economies in central and
eastern Europe. The vote,
on Nov. 9, was unanimous
with 83 yeas. Both Sen.
Susan Collins, R-Maine,
and Sen. Angus King, I-

Maine, were among the
yeas.

Senate vote 2
2016 MILITARY FUND-

ING: The Senate has con-
curred with the House
amendment to the National
Defense Authorization Act
(S. 1356), sponsored by Sen.
Ron Johnson, R-Wiscon-
sin. The bill would autho-
rize more than $600 billion
of spending on military
programs in fiscal 2016, in-
cluding provisions to pro-
vide benefits for military
members who serve for less
than 20 years, greater pro-
tections for victims of sex-
ual assault, and $300 mil-
lion of aid to Ukraine to
counter Russian influence
in Ukraine. A supporter,
Sen. John McCain, R-Arizo-
na, praised the bill’s efforts
to reform the Pentagon and
reform the military’s bu-
reaucracy, and its invest-
ment in “modernization
and next-generation tech-
nologies to maintain our
military technological ad-
vantage.” The vote, on Nov.
10, was 91 yeas to 3 nays.
Both Collins and King were
among the yeas.

Senate vote 3
2016 VA, MILITARY CON-

STRUCTION FUNDING:
The Senate has passed the
Military Construction and
Veterans Affairs and Relat-
ed Agencies Appropriations
Act (HR 2029), sponsored by
Rep. Charles W. Dent, R-
Pennsylvania. The bill
would provide fiscal 2016
funding for the Defense De-
partment’s military con-
struction and housing pro-
grams, as well as the Veter-

ans Affairs Department. A
supporter, Sen. Barbara A.
Mikulski, D-Maryland, said
that by adding $2 billion for
veterans health care pro-
grams above the level pro-
vided in an early version of
the bill, it would work to re-
duce veterans’ long wait for
care and for receiving dis-
ability benefits, as well as
fund new technologies and
treatments. The vote, on
Nov. 10, was unanimous
with 93 yeas. Both Collins

and King were among the
yeas.

Senate vote 4
CONFERENCE ON

TRANSPORTATION BILL:
The Senate has agreed to a
motion to go to conference
with the House to negotiate
differences between the
House and Senate-passed ver-
sions of the Developing a Reli-
able and Innovative Vision
for the Economy Act (HR 22),
sponsored by Rep. Rodney
Davis, R-Illinois. The bill

would authorize the federal
highway program through
fiscal 2021, with an increase
in funding for bridge repairs,
and authorize a grant pro-
gram for funding major new
transportation projects. A
motion supporter, Sen. Tom
Carper, D-Delaware, said the
conference was an opportu-
nity to remove a House bid to
wrongly use for transporta-
tion programs about $50 bil-
lion normally transferred
from the Federal Reserve to
the Treasury Department.
The vote, on Nov. 10, was 82
yeas to 7 nays. Both Collins
and King were among the
yeas.

Senate vote 5
ALLOWING TWIN-

TRAILER SEMI TRUCKS:
The Senate has passed a mo-
tion sponsored by Sen.

Roger F. Wicker, R-Missis-
sippi, to the Developing a
Reliable and Innovative Vi-
sion for the Economy Act
(HR 22). The motion request-
ed that Senate conferees ne-
gotiating with the House on
the two chamber’s versions
of the bill insist that the
final bill include a measure
stopping the Transportation
Department from requiring
38 states to allow semi
trucks with twin 33-foot
trailers on those states’
highways. Wicker said the
38 states have found that
semis with twin 33-foot trail-
ers create a safety hazard
and put undue stress on
roadways. The vote to ap-
prove the motion, on Nov.
10, was 56 yeas to 31 nays.
Collins voted nay, while
King voted yea.
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The yeas and nays
Here’s howMaine’s congressional delegation voted this week
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Destroyer slated
for sea trials
Bath-built ‘stealth’ vessels leaving soon

By Beth BrogaN
BdN sTaff

BATH — After a four-day
“fast cruise” in October, the
first-in-class DDG 1000, the
$7.5 billion USS Zumwalt, is
scheduled to leave Bath Iron
Works for sea trials early
next month.

The fast cruise began Oct.
12 and included four consec-
utive days of continuous op-
erations conducted at the
shipyard, in order to test the
crew and key systems of the
ship, according to an inter-
nal BIW release obtained by
the Bangor Daily News.

“The fast cruise was a
major event to evaluate
readiness of the ship to get
underway and was hailed as
a big success by our custom-
ers and shipyard observ-
ers,” BIW Director of Test &
Trials Steve Colfer said in
the release.

The first fast cruise was
“designed to exercise and
flex all ship systems under a
variety of scenarios, includ-
ing casualty exercises, to ob-
serve our crew’s ability to
recover,” the release stated.
“While equipment and sys-
tems have previously under-
gone lengthy testing, this
was the first demonstration
of the continuous operation
of all systems required in
underway operations.”

A second “fast cruise” is
scheduled for mid-Novem-
ber, according to the inter-
nal release, and it “will em-
phasize bridge control and
interactions, validate spe-
cific watch transitions, run
additional casualty events
and complete additional test
scenarios.”

Shipyard spokesman
Matt Wickenheiser declined
to comment on the fast
cruises or sea trials, but said
instead, “The men and
women of BIW have been
working hard on the final
phase of our test and activa-

tion on DDG 1000, the lead
ship of the Zumwalt class,
and we’re all looking for-
ward to sea trials. We antici-
pate we’ll learn a lot as BIW
employees put the ship
through its paces at sea, as
we always do with a new
ship — particularly so with
a lead ship.”

The USS Zumwalt’s first
sea trials will be a seven-day
“shakedown” that could
begin as soon as Dec. 7, As-
sistant Secretary of the
Navy Sean Stackley told De-
fenseNews.

Throughout the weeklong
sea trials, the USS Zumwalt
will return to Portland Har-
bor several times to pick up
and drop off officials, and it
will then return to the Bath
shipyard with plans to head
for its homeport of San
Diego next year.

The new Zumwalt line of
“stealth destroyers,” all
three of which are being
built in Bath, has been
plagued with cost overruns
and production delays,
mostly related to the need to
work out bugs with new
weaponry and guidance sys-
tems. The Zumwalt line was
originally introduced to re-
place the Arleigh Burke
class of destroyers, which
the Navy has used since the
1980s. However, when cost
projections for the Zumwalt
line spiked, the Navy chose
to stop the Zumwalt line at
three ships and restart con-
struction of Arleigh Burke-
class destroyers.

Construction of the USS
Zumwalt has been slower
than anticipated, and itis
slated for completion in May
2016, about 20 months later
than initially expected, ac-
cording to an October report
by Bloomberg. The overall
cost of the three ships has
increased by 37 percent — to
$12.3 billion — since 2009,
according to the Congressio-
nal Research Office.

Payment processor
to cut 80 IT jobs

PORTLAND — Maine-
based payment processing
company WEX Inc. plans to
cut 55 in-house IT positions
early next year as part of a
move to outsource technolo-
gy jobs.

The company announced
its restructuring plan, includ-
ing the cuts, on Wednesday.
Trish O’Donnell, the compa-
ny’s spokeswoman, said WEX

plans to eliminate 80 existing
IT positions and add 25 new
in-house positions.

The company said it plans
to bring another 33 IT staff
from its contractor, Comput-
er Sciences Corp., to its
South Portland office. CSC,
based in Falls Church, Vir-
ginia, has about 70,000 em-
ployees globally.

The company said affect-
ed employees will get at
least five months notice, a
severance package and job
search help.


