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Black Friday sales bring long lines to Bangor
BY NICK MCCREA
BDN STAFF

BANGOR — For the
throngs of Black Friday
shoppers, it’s all about
strategy, big-ticket items
and tradition.

At the front of the line
outside Best Buy in Bangor,
the first people in line said
they showed up at 7 a.m.
Thanksgiving morning, set
up their chairs and waited.
The group immediately be-
hind them, however, didn’t
show up until 4 p.m.

Chris Smith, 26, of
Worcester, Massachusetts,
was in town visiting his fa-
ther and decided to get
some shopping done while
he was here.

“I’m going to try to go for
the big ticket, probably the
TV first,” Smith said.

One of the more popular
deals of the day for the
early shoppers was a 49-
inch Toshiba television for
$150, down from a $499 re-
tail price.

Many people in line or-
dered pizzas to be delivered
around dinner time, some
sharing with others in wait-
ing. Smith said he passed
his eight hours waiting on
his phone and by chatting
with his neighbors in line.

Why all this waiting
when other deals will be
available online later, espe-
cially on Cyber Monday?
Some shoppers said they
felt better bargains were
available in person, while
others have just come to
enjoy the experience.

“Well, that takes the fun
out of it,” Wesley Bearce,
18, of Lincoln said when
asked why he didn’t just
shop online instead of wait
in line for hours.

More than 400 other
shoppers queued by open-
ing time. Many were lightly
dressed, as the temperature
was mercifully, unusually
warm for late November,
hovering just under 50 de-
grees.

Just minutes before the

Best Buy doors opened at
12:01 a.m., Michelle and
Rose West, sisters from
Halifax, Nova Scotia,
walked to the back of the
line. They had just complet-
ed a 7½-hour drive to get to
Bangor, and planned on
stopping at several stores
over the next 48 hours.

Michelle West had her
eyes on a $300 Apple watch,
much cheaper than any
deal she’d found in Canada.

“We just don’t see these
kinds of big sales up there,”
she said.

Maine law requires that
any store over 5,000 square
feet must be closed Thanks-
giving day, meaning big-
box retailers can’t open be-
fore the stroke of midnight
Black Friday. Retailers in
other parts of the country
have taken to opening their
doors Thanksgiving night.

Stores in downtown Ban-
gor are countering with
deals of their own on Plaid
Friday and Small Business
Saturday in an effort to
draw shoppers away from
the malls and big-box
stores.

For example, Epic Sports
is offering 25 percent off
winter gear and apparel,
and restaurants are offer-
ing lunch deals, coffee and

cider to fuel weary shop-
pers.

More details about both
of those events are avail-
able on Facebook.
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Target in Bangor was bustling with activity as shoppers in search of Black Friday deals
hit the store when it opened its doors at midnight Friday.
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Kody Gould (from left), shopping with friends Hunter
Pelkey and Seth Bernaiche, grabs an Xbox One just min-
utes after midnight Friday after the doors of the Bangor
Best Buy opened.

NSA to shut down phone
surveillance program
BY DUSTIN VOLZ
REUTERS

WASHINGTON — The
U.S. National Security
Agency will end its daily
vacuuming of millions of
Americans’ phone records
by Sunday and replace the
practice with more tightly
targeted surveillance meth-
ods, the Obama adminis-
tration said on Friday.

As required by law, the
NSA will end its wide-
ranging surveillance pro-
gram by 11:59 p.m. EST Sat-
urday and expects to have
the new, scaled-back sys-
tem in place by then, the
White House said.

The transition is a long-
awaited victory for priva-
cy advocates and tech com-
panies wary of broad gov-
ernment surveillance at a
time when national securi-
ty concerns are heightened
in the wake of the Paris at-
tacks earlier this month.

It comes two and a half
years after the controver-
sial program was exposed
by former NSA contractor
Edward Snowden. The
move, mandated by a law
passed six months ago, rep-
resents the greatest reduc-
tion of U.S. spying capabil-
ities since they expanded
dramatically after the
Sept. 11, 2001 attacks.

Under the Freedom Act,
the NSA and law enforce-
ment agencies can no lon-
ger collect telephone call-
ing records in bulk in an
effort to sniff out suspi-
cious activity. Such re-
cords, known as “metada-
ta,” reveal which numbers

Americans are calling and
what time they place those
calls, but not the content of
the conversations.

Instead analysts must
now get a court order to
ask telecommunications
companies like Verizon
Communications to enable
monitoring of call records
of specific people or groups
for up to six months.

“The act struck a rea-
sonable compromise which
allows us to continue to
protect the country while
implementing various re-
forms,” National Security
Council spokesman Ned
Price said.

Some Republican law-
makers want to preserve
bulk collection until 2017,
citing the Nov. 13 Paris at-
tacks in which 130 people
died. The Islamic State has
claimed responsibility for
the killings.

But any new surveil-
lance measures are unlike-
ly to become law ahead of
the November 2016 presi-
dential elections.

A presidential review
committee concluded the
surveillance regime did
not lead to a single clear
counterterrorism break-
through that could be di-
rectly attributed to the pro-
gram.

Metadata collected by
the NSA over the past five
years will be preserved for
“data integrity purposes”
through February 29, the
White House said.

After that the NSA will
purge all of its historic re-
cords once pending litiga-
tion is resolved.


