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Dear Abby: I am the building manager of
a high-rise office building. Every year we per-
form a fire alarm test to determine that all our
fire alarm systems work properly. Employees
in the building must evacuate
in a timely manner.

Two years ago, a very over-
weight woman told me she had
a heart condition and could
not make it down the stairs
during the drill. I told her to
proceed to the stairwell, have
one of her co-workers give me
her location and in the event
of a fire I’d send a fireman up
to get her. A year later, anoth-
er obese woman told me she,
too, couldn’t make it down the
stairs. Now 10 other women have asked to
be added to the “list” so they won’t have to
descend the stairs.

I have nightmares about these women
standing in stairwells waiting for firemen to
help them during a real fire. I have a call in to
my local fire chief to see what he/she thinks I
should do. Have you any thoughts on this mat-
ter? — Worried Building Manager

Dear Building Manager: Employees who
are disabled need to know the evacuation plan
in place for their safety. If others are taking
advantage of the system set up for people with
disabilities in order to avoid going down the
stairs, it is unfair to everyone.

I took your question to Austin, Texas,
Fire Chief Rhoda Mae Kerr, president of
the International Association of Fire Chiefs
(IAFC), and to Allan Fraser, senior building
code specialist at the National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA). Both expressed concern
that you would create a “list,” because lists
can become out-of-date or misplaced and of no
use when a fire occurs. People quit, get fired,
go on vacation, are home sick, etc. on any
given workday.

The late chair of NFPA’s Disability Access
Review and Advisory Committee Bill Scott
— who was a wheelchair user — often said,
“Everyone, regardless of their disability, has
some responsibility to ensure his or her own
safety.” Being dependent on others for rescue
can be a recipe for disaster.

NFPA offers a free Emergency Evacuation
Planning Guide for People With Disabilities,
available for download at www.nfpa.org/dis-

abilities. Chief Kerr and Mr. Fraser recom-
mend you get it. I hope you will take them up
on the suggestion.

Dear Abby: I’m a dad whose children are
growing up fast, and our second will soon be
out of diapers. Before that happens, I need to
get clarity on public diaper behavior.

Often I find myself at a restaurant when
it smells like it’s time to change the diaper.
Instead of running to the bathroom for a false
alarm, I (and most parents I know) pull back
the back of the diaper to check while we’re in
the middle of the restaurant. Is this bad man-
ners or considered to be practical behavior?
— On the Scent Out West

Dear On the Scent: Pulling back the diaper
should not be necessary. Experienced parents
know what a clean and empty diaper looks and
feels like. Others just pick up their child to
determine if he or she passes the “sniff” test.
I suggest this is what you do until your child
is out of diapers.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You can see the
event in your rearview mirror, but to understand
how the events are connected, the view from an
airplane is better. Distance plus altitude equals a
very helpful perspective.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). A relation-
ship will keep you guessing. One minute you’ll
be enthralled, the next you’ll
be baffled; then comes a heated
exchange, either between you and
the other person or between you
and your heart.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
It’s good to give. It’s even better
to give knowing that the favor will
never be returned. Best of all will
be an anonymous gift: That’s the
kind that will have the farthest
reaching and most impactful
repercussions.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). It’s the usual
question on everyone’s mind today: “What’s in it
for me?” Don’t make your sales pitch or request
until you can answer that one in a multitude of
ways.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). This afternoon
features a steady stream of distractions, includ-
ing but not limited to: phone calls, emails
and enticing offers of every kind. Get at least
three quantifiable tasks accomplished by
lunch.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Your current
interests overlap, and your future goals could,
too. Keep talking. While it’s still too early to make

or receive a solid offer, it’s fun to let the possibili-
ties dance between you for a while.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Any learning pro-
cess that’s worthwhile will have its frustrations
to overcome. If it were easy, everyone would be
doing it. And remember, people pay a hefty price
for the things that not everyone can do.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). This principle
will apply today: People in love prefer hanging
out to going out. They want the one-on-one time
and enjoy the concentrated personal attention
that goes hand-in-hand with a less-stimulating
environment.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). There’s
a reason someone annoys you so easily, and it
has to do with history; unresolved past wrongs;
and protection against future wrongs. Avoid,
prepare, defend ... or irritation could turn into
something much worse.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). If you’re
more interested in the possibilities than the real-
ity, that says something about the reality. Get up.
Get out — and go! A change of venue will be a far
faster solution than trying to fix what’s wrong
with where you are.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). When the way
you want to be shown respect differs from how a
partner wants to show you respect, the remedy
is in clear, kind and concise communication.
There’s no need for drama or even emotion.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March20). There’s peace on
the relationship front. A troublesome friendship
irons out. Couples strike mutually satisfying
compromises. Neighbors let old differences go.
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