
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I’m a senior (girl) in high
school and have been dating a sophomore even
though he’s less than a year younger than I
am. (I’m very young for my grade.)

We have a lot in common
and I think we both love each
other a lot.

Next fall, I’m planning on
going to a local community
college, but I won’t be too far
away.

I think my boyfriend has
more interest in the military
or a vocational career than
college, but he’s very serious
and mature for his age.

I know college will be a
chance for me to meet new
people and I don’t want to limit my chances,
but if I’m still interested in dating him, would
it be “proper”?

I was already hesitant about dating him
because he was younger, although I knew if
the situation was reversed it wouldn’t be a
problem. Assuming everything still works out
between us, is it OK for a college girl to date a

high school boy? I’m not sure how to handle
this.

I know things may change before fall, but
I’m getting anxious about it now. He has
already said that he would still like to date
me if I want to, so it’s basically up to me.
— Anxious in the Midwest

Dear Anxious: As far as I know, there is no
rule forbidding a college freshman continuing
to date someone who is still in high school.
Because the choice is yours, I suggest you just
let this play out.

College will present you with a chance to
widen not only your range of interests, but
also your circle of acquaintances. You owe it
to yourself to take advantage of everything
that college offers.

If you wish to continue seeing your current
boyfriend, do so. However, it would be better
for both of you if it is done on a non-exclusive
basis for the next few years.

Dear Abby: Several times recently when
I have invited people to parties or dinners at
our home, they have surprised me by respond-

ing with not only their regrets but also with a
counteroffer. For example: “Sorry, we’re busy
the evening of the 22nd, but could you have us
over the following Thursday?”

How should I respond to this? I’m trying
to invite them for a specific event, not open a
negotiation.

It feels like the subtext is that our schedule
is less important than our potential guests’
and we should be prepared to entertain them
whatever day they have open.

On the other hand, this has happened so
often I’m starting to wonder if social obliga-
tions are now being handled in the same way
as business meetings and I should just adjust
to it. What’s your opinion? — Counteroffers in
Los Angeles

Dear Counteroffers: You should entertain
on the schedule that’s most convenient for
you. If someone has a conflict, you should
(sweetly) tell the person you will miss having
them. Period.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You’ll be giving
a performance. It could be as small as making
an introduction, or as big as making a business
presentation or putting on a party. Regardless of
the scale, all details need to be worked out.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You’re the
grounded person who is not afraid to let friends
know when they are taking them-
selves too seriously — or not seri-
ously enough. Who does this for
you, though?

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You never know when a random
safety tip is going to save a life or
keep someone from getting hurt
or embarrassed. Here’s a random
safety tip: Don’t use your phone
while driving.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
When you have to wonder, “Does
he mean ... ?” it’s a sign that that you’d be wise
to either ask more questions or listen more care-
fully to the answers. A little of both will save you
from inconvenience today.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You don’t have to
judge anyone’s potential, call the wins or losses
or choose who gets in and who stays outside.
Maybe you thought you needed to make some
decisions, but you can relax. It’s not up to you.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). What’s easier:
risking your heart or risking your money? You’ll
gamble with one or the other today and learn
the answer to that question. Your winnings will
tempt you to take more chances.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). If you simply go
with the majority and their accepted norms of
consumption you’ll be taking part in earth’s
destruction. The only responsible thing to do is
to go above and beyond what most people do.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). The highlight
of the day will be an endeavor you approach
with solemnity, as though you were sworn in
allegiance. Maybe you were. There aren’t many
things you vow to honor and protect, but this is
one of them.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). When the
bullhorn gets passed to you, you talk about
someone else. You’re more interested in promot-
ing others than you are in getting ahead, but
you’ll get ahead in spite of this — or, more likely,
because of it.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Once you
make up your mind you probably won’t unmake
it. And if there is a change, it will be all your
doing — no one else can convince you. These are
some of the reasons you’re taking your sweet
time with a decision.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Your charis-
ma is so powerful it can disconnect from your
body and move on its own. You can’t control it. It
will linger in places you wouldn’t have expected.
Your presence will be felt where your body is
absent.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Since you can
only see the world through your own lens it is
impossible to know what the others see. However,
your great powers of empathy will allow you to
imagine and come pretty close.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins

Senior dating sophomore feels unsure
Bangor Daily News, Friday, May 20, 2016 D9


