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ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I’m concerned about a photo
my uncle posted to Facebook. It features my
two female cousins, ages 6 and 2, shirtless.
I know no harm was intended in posting
the photo. However, I find it
inappropriate that the 6-year-
old was shirtless in the photo.
Now that it is on the internet,
it could be easily seen by a
pedophile.

How do I express my con-
cern to my uncle about this
without coming off like I am
trying to parent for him? I’m
only 17 and don’t want to
overstep my boundaries, but
I am concerned. — Niece in
Colorado

Dear Niece: Because you are nervous about
approaching your uncle about this, consider
discussing your concerns with the children’s
mother. If your uncle is a single parent, then
mention it to your own parents and, if they
agree with you, ask them to mention to your
uncle that his semi-nude pictures on the web
may endanger his daughters.

Dear Abby: My neighbor is taking care of
her grandchildren. The courts have allowed
her to be their foster mother. Her own children
not only steal, but are also physically abusive.
The court ordered the mother of the kids (my
neighbor’s daughter) to have no contact with
them. Their father is in prison.

I am friendly with this neighbor and her
grandchildren. I wish I had a way to tell
her that her constant shouting at the kids
is unhealthy. How can I help this family and
these little ones? Should I just come out and
say what’s on my mind — that yelling at them
undermines their self-esteem and does no good
whatsoever? — Kind Neighbor in Michigan

Dear Kind Neighbor: Have a chat with
your neighbor about it, if you can manage
it without coming across as judgmental (i.e.,
accusing her of “undermining their self-
esteem”). Tell her you know she is carrying a
lot of responsibility on her shoulders and she
may be yelling because she’s stressed. Then
offer to watch the grandchildren for her once
or twice a month, so she can have some quiet
time for herself. If you do, you would be doing
her and her grandchildren a great favor.

Dear Abby: I’m 28 and have been a licensed
practical nurse since 2007. Although I’ve been
a nurse for nine years, I feel incompetent and
like I haven’t learned much over the years.

I pray every day I go to work that no
serious situations arise because I’m afraid I
won’t be able to handle them correctly. Many
people have suggested I further my education
and become an RN, but I feel it would be a
waste because I don’t feel smart enough. What
should I do? — Wary in Ohio

Dear Wary: I think you should challenge
yourself and take some of those classes to
further your education. If you do well in them,
continue. If not, you can look for another line
of work then.

However, before you do anything else,
please talk with a licensed mental health
professional to get to the reasons for your low
self-esteem.

Those feelings of inadequacy may be what
are holding you back and preventing you from
enjoying the important work you do.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Each moment
seems to beg you to either be useful in it or use it
up. So whether you’re using or being useful, your
time will be action-packed, and by the end of the
day you’ll have tangible evidence to show for it.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Because you
make the conscious decision to work with
(instead of compete with) your
colleagues, your way will be made
easier. It’s the difficult and diverse
personalities that will bring you
the greatest gifts of the day.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Having a broken piece or two,
things are referred to as “broken”
even when they are mostly whole
and new. Maybe it’s the language
itself that is broken, proclaiming
the wrongness when most of it is
actually all right.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Someone you
meet today will stimulate an underused part of
your brain. It certainly gives you fodder to pro-
cess tonight when you retire to your future in the
form of dreams.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). While there are those
out there espousing the surprising and natural
benefits of raw honey or kohlrabi, you have
your own inborn health generator in the way of
a smile that won’t quit and an endless sense of
curiosity.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). One of your least-
favorite characteristics is arrogance, though
sometimes even you have to remind yourself that

nothing makes one person better than another.
The low stance is the high road.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). The goal is to make
something that represents you, something you
can be proud of, something that is honest to how
you are feeling and doing right now.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). The human body
and psyche is constantly repairing itself. With a
few minor bumps and bruises to your ego recent-
ly, you’re now witness to the process of healing
one small part of your persona.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Conflict
is a necessary part of life. Without it you don’t
have a story. It’s tension that makes the guitar
strings ring out. It’s stress that keeps us upright.
The question is, can you embrace this without
overdoing it?

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). The dog was
born a dog, the bird was born a bird, and you
were born with an inherent tendency toward
loyal enthusiasm and also the need for freedom
and flight. You can have both, but not at the same
time.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). What goes for
love, and what does love go for? These are the
themes. What are you willing to pay for approval
and affection? And more importantly, does using
anything at all as currency negate the presence
of real love?

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). When you don’t
care whether someone likes you, it’s easy to be
you. Maybe that’s why, more than not, the ones
who don’t care are so well-liked. Authenticity can
be hard to come by, but you’ve got it in spades.
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HOLIDAY
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DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins

Teen sees trouble in picture of cousins
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