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ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I am 32 years old and divorced
my wife two years ago. Although I tried dating
for a bit, it was a brave new world of online
apps and profiles. It wasn’t for me, and I
became discouraged.

A year has gone by and
female friends are telling me
I need to get back out and
date. I find the whole endeavor
depressing and prefer to spend
my time elsewhere and single.
They say my decision to stay
single is emotionally driven
and I “deserve love.”

My argument against dat-
ing is that I wasn’t a good
husband and I have no interest
in devoting the time or energy
to date in the scary and confusing world of
the web. Can you settle this dispute so that
we can stop the back-and-forth arguments?
— Divorced and Dateless

Dear Divorced and Dateless: I agree that
opening yourself up to strangers can be scary.
If you are not interested in meeting women
on the internet, I won’t force you, even though

that’s how many — although not all — rela-
tionships start these days.

Because that’s not your cup of tea, there
are other ways to meet nice women, among
them getting out and participating in activi-
ties you enjoy or volunteering for a cause you
believe in.

Of course, that necessitates being open
to having a relationship with someone and
believing you deserve one. From the tone of
your letter, I’m not sure you’re there yet. Not
having been a good husband the first time
is no excuse if you have learned from your
mistakes.

Dear Abby: My boyfriend and I have been
dating for two years. He is in grad school. I
failed out of community college. My lack of
education stresses me out emotionally. I love
him very much, and I see a future with him.
But the idea of an architect and a commu-
nity college dropout makes my heart ache.
He deserves someone more on his intellectual
level. He is originally from another state and
this is one of the reasons why I haven’t met
his family.

I have thought about trying to get a degree

to become a certified nursing assistant, but
again there would be a gap in our professional
levels. I’m afraid that when he does introduce
me to his family they will convince him he’s
better off without me. Part of me believes it’s
true.

Please give me advice about what to do.
I don’t want to lose him, but at the same
time, I want him to be happy. — Unequal in
Wisconsin

Dear Unequal: I can’t help but wonder if
you have ever spoken with someone who does
career counseling. Some universities and com-
munity colleges have extension divisions that
offer it. Part of the counseling involves apti-
tude testing, which could help you determine
what you would be good at.

Being a nursing assistant is a respectable
career that involves responsibility and people
skills. If you feel drawn to it, then that’s what
you should pursue, and you should not feel
embarrassed or have a need to apologize for
it.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Self-centered-
ness is an epidemic these days, and, to some
extent, we all are part of it. So before you make
your presentation, pitch or explanation, make
sure the others know why it’s relevant to them.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). This endeav-
or that once terrified you — well, now as you
skip past your trepidation and get
straight to the rewards for taking
action, you can hardly believe you
were ever afraid.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
From Vito Corleone to Mike Tyson
to Anjelica Huston, the ones who
speak softly often have such strong
intentions and methods that tax-
ing their vocal cords seems com-
pletely unnecessary.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Even those who claim that there are no stupid
questions have to admit that quality questions
have the power to elevate. Someone will prove
his or her intelligence by asking you a thought-
provoking question.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Post an opinion;
change the world! Wait... it doesn’t work like
that? Nope. The world still changes by making a
connection, having a conversation, coming to a
new understanding and making agreements that
reflect that.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You know where
the sugar is going to come from, and you also

know what leaves a bitter taste. In today’s case,
there will be no surprises. You’ll get precisely the
flavor you put into the recipe.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You’re someone’s
favorite. Does the preferential treatment make
you uncomfortable? If you can handle it, your
gracious reception of all this delicious attention
keeps it coming your way.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Power is subjec-
tive. The one who is extremely revered in some
circles is totally unknown and without influence
in others. Your perception of how powerful a
person is will matter, but it won’t translate.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). The words
get prettier when people are trying to impress
each other. You’ll find yourself on both sides of
the equation, alternately throwing out the high-
minded sentiments and catching them.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You have
access to the things that will fortify your soul.
Do you know what your soul needs? Because the
soul nutrition maybe doesn’t come in the brand-
name packaging you thought it would come in.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You’ve a new
attitude and your elevated confidence will inspire
moves that you wouldn’t have thought to make
this time last month (or even last week).

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Your good feel-
ings about the day are warranted, as important
and fortuitous happenings are likely. A strong
yet effortless connection will be made with your
fellow water signs, Cancer and Scorpio.
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DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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