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Dear Abby: My friend “Virginia” and I
have known each other for 11 years. Five
years ago she went into renal failure and was
on dialysis for three years. It was hard on
her and she needed a kidney
transplant. Her three healthy
siblings refused to be tested as
a possible match.

Virginia was in such a bad
way I agreed to be tested. It
was determined I was a “close
enough” match, so we decided
to go for it. It has been 18
months now, and I have not
seen or heard from Virginia
since the day after the surgery.
I called her a few times to
make sure she was doing well.
She never returned my calls. She lives only
four blocks away, so I know things are going
OK. I haven’t heard from her family either.
They visited Virginia at the hospital, but
didn’t stop in to see me just three rooms away.

How could I have been so wrong about
someone I knew for so long? My husband says
Virginia is an idiot and I should let it go. My
therapist says I’ll have to “adjust to the injus-

tice.” I would have donated to a stranger with-
out hesitation. But Virginia wasn’t a stranger.
I never expected to lose my friend along with
my kidney. Can you please help me handle
this? — Blindsided in New York

Dear Blindsided: I can see why you are
hurt by the change in your friend’s behav-
ior, and believe me, I empathize. The knee-
jerk reaction of someone who hasn’t been
through this would be to say what unfeeling
and ungrateful people Virginia and her family
are, because you literally saved her life.

However, it may help you to better under-
stand what has happened if you consider that
while you saved Virginia’s life, sometimes the
burden of gratitude is more than someone
can bear. For whatever reason, she may carry
some guilt about owing you as much as she
does, which is why she can no longer interact
with you.

As to her family, that none of her siblings
were willing to be tested as possible matches
for her speaks volumes about them and the
quality of their relationships, so stop feeling
slighted. Listen to your therapist because she/
he has given you some practical advice.

Dear Abby: Why is it that when women
visit, they’ll take their handbag and put it on
the kitchen counter, the kitchen table or on
the dining room table? Their handbags have
been on as many floors as my shoes. Don’t
they think about what they’re doing?

Please let your readers know this is not a
good idea. If someone needs to put a handbag
down, it should be placed on the floor, where
it most likely was previously. — Grossed Out
in the East

Dear Grossed Out: I think the answer to
your question is that the majority of women
who carry purses DON’T think about this,
just absentmindedly place them on the floor, a
table, counter or chair.

However, for individuals who are concerned
about the transfer of germs, there is a solu-
tion. There are portable hooks they can carry
with them that rest on a table or desk so the
purse can be suspended if it has a handle. I
have seen them advertised on the internet,
and they are inexpensive.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Most changes
don’t happen overnight, and the larger ones can
take especially long to unfold. When the change
takes hold, it will seem like it happened all at
once, but it will have been years in the making.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You are commit-
ting daily acts of self-sabotage. However minor
the destructive habit may be, the
numbers will work against you
over time. This is a bigger deal
than it seems. Make your life bet-
ter: Cut it out now.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). A
bitter person looks at the bad situ-
ation and says, “It always happens
like this.” A wise person decides
to stop getting into the situations
that tend to happen “like this.”

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Chaos is inherently dangerous.
The accompanying thrill is addictive. Break your
addiction to low-grade, daily chaos by accepting
the part of yourself that’s hiding behind this
diversion.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). When people are
brave enough to share their weird, uncensored
thoughts with you, it’s a major compliment.
They trust you not to judge. They value your
insight. They consider your love a safe haven,
which it is.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’ll be remind-
ed how you and the others in your group are
united in a common purpose. The energetic bond
that holds the group together may be invisible,

but it’s real, it’s tangible, and it’s growing stron-
ger all of the time.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Let the others
know your process. Tell them how you got to this
point. Let them know what you gained and what
it cost you. Your journey will educate, inform and
help others. You’ll also be better appreciated.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Even though you
can be as constant as the tide, it’s important that
you exercise your right to be unpredictable, as
that’s exciting for all. Bonus: This will keep your
loved ones from taking you for granted.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). As it is
in the fairytales, your wishes are magic seeds.
Unlike the fairytales, they are not limited to
three. So don’t worry so much about wishing the
right wish. Just plant them — preferably close by,
so can watch them grow!

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). No matter
what you choose, there are some people your
choice will displease. Don’t waste time defending
your choices. As long as you do right by your own
code, good will come of it.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You’ve been
so focused on taking care of others that you’ve
neglected your main responsibility in life —
which is, of course, taking care of yourself. Do
what makes your heart and body feel happy.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Struggling for
your next dollar is not your favorite way to spend
the hours. On the other hand, you love to spend
time and energy on a cause that helps others,
and if you happen to make money in the process,
life is good.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins

Donation ends with loss of a friendship
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