
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: My daughter and her husband
are divorced, and I take care of their twin
daughters after school. I love the girls and
treasure the time I get to spend with them.

Their parents’ combined
income is more than $120,000.
I am on a fixed income and ask
for only $10 per day (plus $10 a
week for gas) so I can take the
girls places like the zoo or an
occasional movie. I feed them
one meal a day on this budget
as well.

Wheneverdiscussionsabout
money occur, the ex-husband
repeatedly tells my daughter
he thinks it’s “offensive” that
a grandparent charges money
to watch the grandchildren. How do I tell him
I think he’s out of line for making me feel bad
for requesting the money? — Stunned and
Hurt in Tempe, Ariz.

Dear Stunned and Hurt: Your former son-
in-law may have some bitterness because of
the divorce. Whatever his reason, his children
should not suffer for it. Frankly, he should be

ashamed of himself.
If he raises the subject of being “offended”

with you, remind him in PLAIN ENGLISH
that you are on a limited income, food is
expensive and if the money wasn’t NEEDED
you wouldn’t ask for it. It’s the truth. It’s noth-
ing to be ashamed of.

Let’s do the math: Your granddaughters go
to school five days a week; that’s $50, plus $10
a week for gas. That’s $60! If they were in day
care instead of being looked after by you, the
cost would be many times that amount.

Dear Abby: I am an executive assistant.
A few years ago, my boss passed away after a
long illness. My 13 years with her accounted
for the longest consistent span of my career,
and for obvious reasons, I was not able to get
a letter of recommendation. It was difficult
applying for jobs without being able to pro-
vide a first-hand reference from my longest
employer.

I am now happily employed, but I worry
sometimes about what if it happens again.
My current boss is in his early 50s, but not in
the best health. I have no intention of going
anywhere, and I don’t want to send him the

wrong signal, but I’m wondering if it would
be inappropriate to ask him for a reference
letter, just to make sure I don’t find myself
in the same situation again. BTW, he knows
about my former situation, so I think he would
understand, but I’m not sure. — Executive
Assistant in Georgia

Dear Executive Assistant: I’m sorry
about the death of your former employer, but
your lack of a letter of reference should not
have prevented you from finding another job.
Your length of employment should have been
proof enough that you were an asset to the
company.

I do not think it would be a good idea to
approach your boss about giving you a letter
of reference for a couple of reasons. First, it
might be regarded as a signal that you are not
happy with your job. And second, because of
fear of litigation, many employers today are
reluctant to give out any information about
an employee other than the length of time the
person worked for the company.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You want to
know how things work, but not quite as much as
you want to know how people work. You’ll look
for subtle indicators, seek understanding, search
for motives and learn quite a lot.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Many people
like you and want to show you how much. If
you are embarrassed by constant,
doting attention, then you should
keep 10 paces away from the one
you suspect has a crush on you.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
While looking for fun, don’t expect
to find it in leisure. All the excite-
ment is bound up inside a knotty
problem. The best part will be
working things out with the others
who are trying to solve this.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Though it would seem only fair that the one who
does the most work is also the one most rewarded
when the work is done, unfortunately, it doesn’t
always happen that way. You’ll have to make it
happen.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). This day will spike
with excitement, and then — whoosh — fall into
lulls of long, flat time. It’s a roller coaster you’ll
find enjoyable once you resign yourself to going
along for the ride.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). When they don’t
act right (and they won’t in some of today’s
instances), try to think of the bad manners as a

sign of lacking knowledge and training, not as a
personal deficit.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). As many people
try to get your attention at once, your powers of
focus will be challenged. Though it’s nice to be
needed and popular, you could also feel harried
by all the commotion. Take a breather.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). What you most
want to do might be something you know is
wrong. Just know you’re not alone. Being good
isn’t easy. The average person struggles to do the
right thing on a daily basis.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You might
not agree with or approve of another person’s
choices, but your sophistication of mind and
your worldly style hinge on the one crucial atti-
tude that peace depends on: tolerance.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). In the same
way that bad art lacks an artistic point of view,
bad dates lack a romantic point of view. You’ll
have the most fun with people who know what
they like, what they are looking for and why.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). It’s easier for
you to meet another person’s needs when you
know what they are. Ask. If what you learn isn’t
what you wanted to hear, chances are you’ll be
willing to adjust your thinking.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). So much will go
right when you avoid two things: worrying about
the future, and worrying about now. Without
the anxious energy, you’ll enjoy seizing your
opportunities.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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