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Dear Abby: I am 16 and a sophomore in
high school. I see that many people emphasize
sex as a sign of love. They seem to be saying a
happy marriage cannot survive without sex.

My parents do not have
sex and are distant with each
other. I’d like to know if a
happy relationship can sur-
vive abstinence from sex.

I don’t want to have sex until
I’m married. Long-term rela-
tionships are not an exception.
But guys expect the girls they
date to have sex with them.
Can you help me with this?
— Abstaining in Alabama

Dear Abstaining: Because
someone “expects” you to have sex does not
mean you are obligated to. The decision is a
personal one, and if you prefer to abstain until
after you are married, that is your privilege.

A girl who has sex with a boy as a way to
hang onto him will be in for a disappointment.
If the sex is all that’s keeping them together,
he will soon wander when he becomes bored
and look for another conquest.

You ask if a sexless marriage can be suc-
cessful and use your parents as an example.
The direct answer to that question is, some-
times. No two couples are alike. Some stop
having sex because they have lowered hor-
mone levels, which makes them less inter-
ested. Sometimes one partner is unable to
perform because of a medical condition. This
doesn’t necessarily spell the end of the mar-
riage. It all depends upon the individuals.

On the other hand, other couples enjoy sex
until they are in their 90s. As long as a hus-
band and wife are in AGREEMENT about it,
the union can be a happy and lasting one.

Dear Abby: With the holiday season com-
ing, I want to offer a word of advice to par-
ents who are considering having Santa photos
taken of their kids at the mall. I managed one
of those concessions and saw the best and the
worst of parenting. Forcing kids to get your
memory photo of them screaming in terror
is ridiculous, and I will add, NOT FUNNY.
Parents should take the time to ask the chil-
dren if they WANT to see Santa.

If necessary, the parent should be in the
photo, too. Don’t tell the kids to smile and

show their teeth. They’ll look like the grill on
a Ford. Don’t wait till the last days, visit Santa
when it’s really crowded, enter a long line and
then complain that the line is long.

And don’t assume it’s safe or that the com-
pany cares. My boss told me I shouldn’t have
background checks done because it “cost too
much.” I ordered them anyway, and when the
reports were returned, we had to have one
of the Santas removed immediately from the
floor. — Santa Helper in Florida

Dear Santa Helper: Thanks for sharing
your insight. I’m all for wanting to capture
the memory, and during holiday time, tempta-
tion can be hard to resist. But forcing a child
who finds Santa terrifying to sit on his lap for
a picture doesn’t seem like great parenting
to me. A better idea would be to wait until
Christmas morning and take some candid
shots of the child opening his or her presents
at home. That way the smiles will be genuine
and it will ensure a better outcome for every-
one involved.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). As you tend to
your life consciously you will be aware of much
going on with your subconscious. Your inner
world is active and interesting, speaking to you
with such clarity that you’ll find it extremely hard
to ignore.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You won’t feel
motivated to do today’s work, but
you’ll do it anyway. Sometimes it
frustrates you that others don’t
share your sense of duty, but you
can appreciate how this also sets
you apart as a leader.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You’ll get as much attention as you
give. Enjoy this rare moment of
perfect mutuality and balanced
affections. You can relax into the
idea that fair is fair.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). The day will be
shaped by the age-old question of what to eat. The
same foods can be made in hundreds of ways.
There are more than a few people who like the way
you make it best!

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You may feel that
agreeing with those around you is part of your job.
It certainly is a lot easier than disagreeing, and yet
today it won’t serve your project to go along when
you know there’s something wrong in the plan.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You might be ini-
tially stumped by today’s relationship problem,
but don’t give up. What seems difficult will actu-

ally be rather simple when you’re willing to go at
it from another angle.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). There’s such a natu-
ral, easy pace going with what you’re doing now.
It’s nice when you can make progress without
pushing yourself or anyone else. Bonus: You’ve
increased immunity to stress and illness.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Figure out what
you want before you start the discussion. People
will listen carefully to what you say and take you
quite literally. Now is a time to be very careful
about how you word things.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Henry
David Thoreau suggested that a person “beware
of all enterprises that require new clothes.” What
you’re planning falls into the category, but all will
be well as long as you don’t forget the “old you.”

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). If you can
do it just about as easily as another person could,
don’t involve the other person. This is a time for
reminding everyone just how independent you are.
You’ll be about as happy as you are self-reliant.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You’re tougher
than your circumstances have allowed you to
prove. It might help you now to think of yourself
as forged titanium, built solid from the ground up
— no shortcuts, no alloys.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Your water-sign
nature will connect you with a social tide. You
might not be sure you like where it’s headed, but
swimming against it will tire you out. Besides,
there’s an opportunity here.
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DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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