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MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: My girlfriend and I live togeth-
er. We adopted a cat off the street. A few
months later, the cat became pregnant and had
four kittens. We ended up keeping two, and
now we have three cats in a
one-bedroom apartment.

It’s making me stressed and
unhappy. The litter box must
be constantly cleaned; they
get into our food and pee on
our furniture. I’ve tried talk-
ing to my girlfriend about put-
ting one or two of them up
for adoption, but every time I
raise the issue, she gets mad.
I don’t want her to resent me,
but I also don’t like living in
the circumstances I’m living
in. Please help. — Surrounded By Cats

Dear Surrounded: You and your girlfriend
appear to be irresponsible pet owners. I hope
you realize that if the cat you adopted had
been spayed, this could have been avoided.

The litter box should be cleaned regularly
and, because the cats belong to both of you,
the responsibility should be shared. If the

cats urinate on the furniture, it should be dis-
cussed with a veterinarian rather than dispos-
ing of them. That said, you are not married to
this woman. If you’re not happy, perhaps it’s
time to consider moving.

Dear Abby: I need your help. I’m 13 and
I know I’m a little young, but there’s a boy I
have known for a while. We used to text all the
time, and then we got into a fight. We both said
rude things, and then after a while he started
talking to me again and acting like he didn’t
care. Then we stopped talking again and he
blocked me on Instagram.

Well, this school year he came to my school,
and he’s very popular. He stares at me every
day when we pass each other and once he
said hi to me. What I’m confused about is why
does he keep unblocking me and blocking me
on social media? Why is he doing everything
he’s done? I hope you can help. — Blocked in
Missouri

Dear Blocked: The first time he blocked
you, he probably did it to punish you for hav-
ing hurt his feelings during the fight. Now
he may be doing it to get a rise out of you, or

because for some reason he doesn’t want you
to be able to see what he’s saying and doing.

The opposite of love isn’t hate; it’s indiffer-
ence. Because he stares at you in the hallway,
I suspect he still likes you. Don’t chase him
— just be patient and let this play out because
it could be interesting.

Dear Abby: My niece got married and
some of the gifts got separated from the gift
cards. Individual cards were found apart from
the gifts. So how do you thank the individuals
who left gifts without knowing the gift they
gave? — Unsure in the West

Dear Unsure: While it is preferable to
mention the gift when thanking the giver, no
rule states that you HAVE to do so. Your niece
should start by writing thank-you notes for
the gifts that have cards with them, and for
those few (I HOPE few) that don’t, the givers
should be told how meaningful it was to have
them present on the special day, and thanked
for their generosity. Period.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Sometimes get-
ting too metaphysical only complicates things
unnecessarily. You can solve the problem through
practical means. There’s no need to read more
into it.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). People want
to know you; they just don’t know they want to
know you yet. Don’t ask too many
questions, especially of the strang-
ers in your midst. Make confident
statements.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Your charm has universal appeal
today. You can relate to anyone at
all — as long as you know it’s for a
limited amount of time. It should
be noted, though, that the spark
between you and Sagittarius is
extra special.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). A relationship
is in the testing zone. Each party pushes the
other to see where the limits exist. The boundar-
ies of courtesy, humor, intimacy and more will be
found this way.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). There’s something
different about you. You’re sparkling. This new
iteration has been helped along by a certain
someone. You’ve been inspired, and it will show
in your every interaction.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’ve been
known to behave in a loving way even when
you don’t feel very loving. Why? Because it’s the

right thing to do. Also, it’s just good practice. The
emotional muscle tone you’ve built will serve
you well.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You believe in
keeping your word, but what about your implied
word? You’re not obligated, but if you make good
on those implications the others will not only
trust you; they will love you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Today you will be
as adaptable as a drop of water, taking whatever
form you need to in order to fulfill the demands
of the hour. Whether frozen, misty or in droplet
form, you’ll be effective.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). For better
health, look in the mirror and give yourself a
wink and a nod. Your physical body will be even
more strongly affected by your general attitude
toward it than it usually is.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Follow the
impulse. Act fast. Destiny will happen in flashes
of totally unselfconscious obedience to a higher
directive. This isn’t about thinking; it’s about
knowing the way instinctively.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). It is much eas-
ier to “check your ego at the door” when there is
a doorman who seems legitimate enough to take
good care of it while you operate vulnerably.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Your generous
mood is all well and good, as long as you only give
away what’s yours to give. Be careful not to vol-
unteer others in the process. Don’t give away the
farm without consulting the cows and chickens!

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins

Three cats a crowd in small apartment
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