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Dear Abby: My fiance is in the Marine
Reserves. He has been in for five years, and
his contract is due to end next year. He’s
obsessed with the idea of serving his coun-
try and deploying. He says he
won’t feel like he did his job
if he doesn’t deploy. While I
respect that, for him to deploy,
he must re-enlist, and his new
contract will be for another
six years. He could be sent
overseas many times.

I can’t imagine life without
him. I know it sounds selfish,
because he is very brave, but
how can I talk him into not
re-enlisting or at least commu-
nicate that I don’t want him to
do this again? — Wants Him Stateside

Dear Wants: Frankly, I am surprised you
haven’t told your fiance your feelings about
this already, because you should have. While
I wouldn’t ask him to choose between you and
his military service, I do think you have some
serious thinking to do about your own future.
Being a military spouse requires a special

kind of strong, independent and dedicated
person. While you may love him, if this isn’t a
lifestyle to which you can adapt, then he may
not be the husband for you.

Dear Abby: My mother’s father recently
got out of prison and was deported to Mexico.
He had been in jail for 20 years, almost my
entire life. While he was in prison, I wrote him
several times, hoping to connect with him, but
I never got a response.

When I’m asked if I have any grandparents,
I usually say, “I only have two grandmas.”
My father’s father was the only real grandfa-
ther I had, and I loved him dearly. The prob-
lem is, my mom wants me to call her father
“Grandpa” when I don’t even know the man!
In my opinion, the title of “Grandpa” is earned
and not bestowed. Am I being unreasonable?
— Estranged Granddaughter in California

Dear Estranged: You are not being unrea-
sonable; you are being rational. You are not
only not obligated to call this man “Grandpa,”
you are under no obligation to speak to him at
all, and I wouldn’t blame you if you kept your
distance.

Dear Abby: I just got asked to my first high
school dance by “Josh,” a boy I really like. I
don’t know what to do, what to wear or what
to say. I don’t even know how to dance, and I
don’t want to mess this up.

Josh is very popular and has done this
before, but I haven’t. He’s my best friend,
and I’m scared of losing him because I’m not
good enough. Should I go, or call it off and
just stay home? Maybe I’m just not meant
for all this dating stuff. What should I do?
— Inexperienced in Nevada

Dear Inexperienced: If you weren’t “good
enough,” Josh wouldn’t have invited you to
the dance. Because you haven’t danced before,
ask him to give you some pointers before the
big night. If you do, I’m sure he’ll be glad to
help.

As to what to wear, if any of your girl-
friends have attended the dances, ask them for
suggestions. However, if none of them have
been to a school dance either, ask any female
relative of the same age — or ask Josh.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). It’s easy for you
to take people where they want to go. The trouble
is that today they don’t want to go to the places
that are good for them to be. Your job is harder
than usual, but far from impossible.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You’ve heard a
good pep talk or two in your time. Do you think
you can copy it? Because not only
are you going to need this sort of
thing; the people around you are
going to need it, too.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You are right not to want to rock
the boat, especially when said
“boat” is on serene waters and
the relaxed people inside are not
wearing their life jackets. Perhaps
some rowdier, hotter time would
be better for boat-rocking.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). You will have
the benefit of an intelligent and attentive audi-
ence, ready to hear you. Once you get the feeling
that you may have made your point, back off and
let them mull it over.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Everyone in an envi-
ronment seems to be playing by certain rules.
This will not stop you from seeing and taking
note of the reasonableness (or ridiculousness, as
the case may be) of those rules.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Does it feel like
you’ve said all you have to say to your familiar
friend? This is an indication that you really are

close! Also, that it’s time to refill your well and
have some adventures.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You can do any-
thing for a few hours! Try out the thing you
would like to turn into a lifestyle. Your mood will
set the perfect groove for easing into situations
that would otherwise be difficult.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You may nab the
goal in the early afternoon, but this isn’t really
the end of the story. As it is in many classic forms
of entertainment, there will be a kind of denoue-
ment. Secrets will be revealed.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). It wasn’t
handled well in the past, and now you have a
chance to do it better. Or get it wrong in a new
and improved way. Don’t worry, all of this is
progress if you lean into it with your sense of
humor.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Remember
when you so effectively applied yourself to please
the powers that be? Well, now the one who hap-
pens to be in power is you. You’re worth all the
fuss! Enjoy!

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Your goal is
simple: Leave it better than you found it. It will be
inconvenient to maintain those high standards,
but in doing so you’ll set a fine example for the
young, the messy and the thoughtless.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You’ll learn. Use
the new knowledge or skill as soon as possible.
The next 24 hours will be crucial. You could
spring forward in leaps and bounds.
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HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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