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Dear Abby: I am 16 and my old friend
from grammar school is getting married next
month. I just received a wedding invitation in
the mail.

However, my mother does
not approve of her getting
married at such a young age
(she’s 18) and has forbidden
me to go or even talk to her.

I haven’t seen this friend in
more than two years because
she moved away and has only
recently returned. I want to
attend her wedding.

How can I go about convinc-
ing my mom to let me go?
— Invited in Las Vegas

Dear Invited: At 18, the bride-to-be is an
adult, and while marriage at such a young age
isn’t advisable for many reasons, there’s noth-
ing immoral about it.

I’m sorry you didn’t mention what might
have happened in your friend’s life in the last
two years, because it may be the reason your
mother is worried about your associating with
her.

Your mom may want to protect you, but
she’s going about it in the wrong way. You
could learn a lot about life by simply observ-
ing what happens to your friend after she has
reached the altar.

Dear Abby: My brother, my only sibling,
hasn’t contacted me in 14 years. I have tried to
figure out why. I wasn’t mean to him, and we
didn’t fight. My cousin told me it’s because I
called him incessantly years ago. I don’t recall
having done such a thing.

I really miss and care about him. I live in
a group home and wonder if he’s ashamed of
me. He has accomplished more job-wise than
I have.

I want to move on with my life, but I con-
tinue to fixate on why he seems to hate me. I
could use your opinion. What advice do you
have for me? — His Sister in Maryland

Dear Sister: What a sad situation. Not
knowing your brother, I can’t guess his reason
for distancing himself. That’s why I’m advis-
ing you to write him a letter.

Tell him how you feel, that you miss and
care about him and would like to know why he

hasn’t contacted you during all this time.
He may or may not respond. But if he

doesn’t, please understand that his silence
has less to do with you or your living situa-
tion than it does about him and his inability
to empathize.

You have every right to live your life as fully
and enjoyably as possible, and whatever hap-
pens, I hope you will do that.

Dear Abby: I was out this morning for my
daily run (facing toward traffic) and a very
long funeral procession drove by on the other
side of the road. The cars pulled over to the
curb to let it pass.

I continued to run, but now I feel guilty.
Should I have stopped for the procession?
— Unsure in Michigan

Dear Unsure: No rule of etiquette requires
it. However, it would have been a gesture of
respect and sympathy to have stopped running
(and removed your cap if you were wearing
one) until the procession had passed by.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You’re not the
type to enter a game you know you can win.
What’s the fun in that? You choose the game
that’s a challenge. You want to learn the lessons
that are offered there, and you will.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). The social arena
may feel a bit stiff, and that’s where you come
in. You have a way of helping
people feel comfortable enough to
let down their guards and share.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Doing what’s good for your body,
mind and spirit isn’t as easy as
eating a few vegetables. Healthy
relationships are at the center of
this equation. Put health first and
life flows in beautiful order from
there.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
You’ll encounter talkers and you’ll encounter
doers. (You’re a little of both.) These two types
need each other, by the way. The talkers will be
publicity for what the doers accomplish.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You’ve a knowledge
of human nature that is wise beyond your years
and beyond the experiences you’ve had. Use it to
choose the perfect mix of company.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). When the fun is
not obviously provided you take it upon yourself
to bring your own. Your knack for coming up
with intriguing ways of framing experiences is
unparalleled.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You are not depen-
dent on the good opinions of others, and yet they
will help you get a few of the things you want,
like more work, better prospects and exciting
opportunities. You’ll walk that precarious line
between caring and not caring.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Personal opin-
ions are not the same as wisdom. There are so
many who want to guide you now, each with his
or her private reasons. The best guide is within
you.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). A comic
who gets paid per laugh learns rather quickly
how to read the room. Most people aren’t as in
tune as that. You are. Reading the room is your
specialty now, even if said “room” consists of
only one person.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). A good
argument requires one to listen carefully to the
preceding statement and refute it methodically.
You like a good argument. You do not, however,
appreciate an unreasonable one — it’s best to
walk away from those.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). The focus
will be on improving your financial state, likely
through disciplined investing. If it’s not going to
pay you back in some way, you won’t buy it.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). There’s an
advantage in every situation. You absolutely
must look for it! It’s OK to accept circumstances
that are less than what you wanted as long as you
look for (and then play) the advantage.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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