
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I’m a 14-year-old girl and I have
a boy best friend who is also 14. I liked him the
moment I met him, which was exactly a year
ago. He says it’s the same for him.

We established that we both
liked each other months ago,
but we’re still only friends.
The reason is his parents have
a rule that he can’t go on dates
until he’s 16. He’s the only one
I want, but we have to wait
until he can ask me out.

For now we are best friends,
but it’s hard not to want to
hold his hand and kiss him
and stuff like that. He doesn’t
like his parents’ rule just as
much as I don’t, and he totally
doesn’t want to wait, but he will. It’s also very
hard to not tell him how much my feelings
have grown, because I’m afraid he will react
strangely if I tell him I think I might love him.
What should I do? — Teen in California

Dear Teen: If your intuition is telling you
not to be the first to say, “I love you,” then lis-
ten to it and you may be pleasantly surprised

one day to hear him say it to you first. As to
the fact that his parents are strict, you really
don’t have much choice other than to respect
their rules.

That said, younger teens aren’t usually
restricted from having any social contact at
all. Before they start dating one-on-one, they
usually get together in groups for movies,
school dances, etc. This should give the two
of you opportunities to see each other outside
of school. While this may not be the answer
you’re looking for, it may be a compromise.

Dear Abby: I work in the retail industry
at a high-end furniture store. We specialize
in custom furniture from top manufacturers.
We have been in business for many years and
have many repeat customers.

My question is about customer service. Our
hours of operation are normal, from 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. But we often have customers who arrive
at 5:45 p.m. or later to see sales associates and
order their furniture. Because our furniture
is custom, the process can take up to an hour.
Some associates have stayed as late as 8 p.m.
to work with a customer who walks in without
an appointment.

When is it appropriate to let the customer
know we are closing and they should come
back at another time for their consultation?
We try to work with everyone, but in my
opinion, it’s rude to assume we are obligated
to stay and cater to them when it is our time
to go home to our families. — Waiting Till the
Last Minute

Dear Waiting: You’re not wrong. I agree
it’s rude to assume that people will stay hours
after closing time, but if there are no hard and
fast rules in your store, sales personnel may
be stuck. It’s one thing if the sale is being fin-
ished, but to start the process just before clos-
ing time is an imposition. Some stores stop
processing orders before the official closing
time, which nips the problem in the bud.

As to whether you are “obligated” to accom-
modate high-end customers, this is something
you should discuss with your employer. Some
businesses are willing to cater to buyers of
high-end merchandise, and yours may be one
of them.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Repetition of
exterior movements will eventually change your
insides. Therefore, it really doesn’t matter now if
you don’t believe you can succeed. Practice the
movements anyway.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You’ll attract
admirers, including one who would be thrilled
to know more about you. Perhaps
you’ll dare to share one of your
more unusual goals — the one
that’s more charming than it is
lofty.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
What starts off promising could
wind up tedious if you let it go
on too long. That’s why your best
strategy is to quit while you’re
ahead and leave ‘em wanting
more.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). It takes strength
to be sincere. What you’ve gone through in your
life emboldens you to express your honest heart
when you want to. Even so, you’re entitled to
your private life.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). When you’re around
a certain someone, you become a heightened
version of yourself, which lights up the other
person in turn. It’s no wonder you both enjoy the
connection so much. It could be love.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You appreciate
and value your friends for their individual tal-
ents and personalities. You’ll get your diverse

group together, and they will complement one
another brilliantly.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). The place you
leave will be a destination for another. That’s
why you endeavor to improve things while you
have the chance. You’ll have a partner in your
improvement efforts.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). When you get
the sneaking suspicion you’re out of your depth,
you won’t let it throw you. Water signs swim.
They don’t sink. At the very least, they float.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You want
to give big, but you don’t want all the attention
that comes with that, so you’ll choose to give
anonymously. Oddly enough, this will be more
satisfying than getting the credit.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Resist the
urge to make yourself so available to what (or
whom) you want. Putting the rest of your life
aside will set a precedent and establish a power
order that won’t serve you well in the end.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You don’t
mind it when others make social mistakes, but
you find it unbearable to make them yourself.
That’s a double standard and it’s time to let it go.
Everyone makes mistakes and someone will find
yours adorable.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Popular attrac-
tions everywhere usually have one thing in com-
mon — they provide an atmosphere where people
have plenty to do. You can use this principle to
your advantage today. Keep everyone busy.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins

Parents insist friends must wait to date
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