
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I recently went on a cruise
with several other women. I was friendly with
one of them, but didn’t know the others.

I am overweight. One of the other women,
“Dolores,” was also over-
weight, heavier than me, in
fact.

She’s very proud of being
Christian, but she made the
comment, in front of several
other people, that she didn’t
mind going places with me
because with me around she
didn’t feel so fat.

I was so stunned I remained
silent. Actually, I was afraid
that if I spoke I’d say too
much, but I felt very hurt and
ashamed.

Even though I have tried to ignore it, this
has bothered me for months and I don’t know
what to do.

Should I say something to Dolores or con-
tinue to ignore it? I don’t really want to be
friends with her now because I don’t know
what kind of snide remark may come out of
her mouth next.

And I certainly don’t want to go anywhere
with her again. — Taken Aback in Texas

Dear Taken Aback: When mankind was
created, a delete button should have been
installed at the end of our tongues. However,
it’s possible our creator thought common
sense would suffice. Obviously, Dolores was
elsewhere when it was handed out.

While her comment was tactless, it says
far more about how she feels about herself
than it does about you. Because this is still
bothering you, I don’t think it would be at all
out of line for you to tell her how hurtful her
comment was.

Dear Abby: I’m 17 and just started my
junior year. I’m in an advanced program that
my school offers because I want to get into an
international college and need to take these
classes to get noticed. I’m just over a month in,
and I’m losing it.

I have a job, I play soccer and I’m the lead
in a school production. On top of that, I have
an insane workload I wasn’t prepared for and
I’m trying to cope with discovering that I’m
not straight.

With everything going on, I’ve been hav-
ing meltdowns nearly every day. I leave class
sometimes just to hide in the bathroom. I
spend hours doing homework and still don’t
get everything done I need to.

Last year, four or five of my classmates
left school because of mental breakdowns in
this program. I’m afraid I’m burning out, too.
What should I do?

Should I drop out of the program or seek
help? — Scared and Stressed in New York

Dear Scared: The first thing to do is talk
about all of this with a counselor at your
school. If you are at the point where you must
leave class and “hide,” you need more help
than I can offer in a letter.

If counseling is available, or your course
load can be modified, you should go in that
direction.

But dropping out should be your last resort
and only after having discussed it with your
parents and your counselor, because there
may be other options.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). One advertise-
ment suggests that life hurts. That’s true for
some of the time. Upon reflection, there’s a lot
more pleasure than pain, though, and that’s
where you’re dwelling these days.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). “That’s cute”
is what you say when it’s clearly not cute and
woven together with a thinking
that is many experiences below
your own. Your mild reaction will
make a point.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). In
the neighborhood where you live
there are several religions, beliefs
and cultural identities very dif-
ferent from your own. Getting to
know a little about each will grow
you.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Those who do nothing will never be criticized.
That’s not your style. You’ll make your move and
many will love what you do. A few won’t love it,
and truly that’s their problem!

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Problems take up
mental space. Solutions free you. Truth-telling
time: Maybe they free you to find other prob-
lems. No one has a problem-free life.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). There are those
who think it’s a virtue to oppose your passions,
but the wiser ones work with their leanings.
What would you do if you could do nothing else?
You’ll have the opportunity to focus.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Chances are that
you’ll disagree more or less completely with the
other person. You’ll still try to see the truth and
beauty in this view, if indeed there is any, and
that’s what will set you apart.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Greatness
and perfection are not the same thing.
Great-ness often comes in a less-than-perfect
form. Your greatness will come this way.
Don’t be ashamed; be proud and soak in the
applause.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). The feel-
ing of responsibility is weightier than lead.
But if you don’t raise yourself to the highest
standards, who will? This is what will make you
strong.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You built
it. Now you get to watch others climb inside it.
Today you’ll have the opportunity to sit back
and enjoy what you’ve built. This is an exciting
moment. Commemorate privately.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). The people
you are drawn to are interesting, even if they
don’t possess genius to match your own. Put
your hand out. Then follow-up. This is a time
to gather allies. It’s too soon to know how you’ll
utilize them.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You’ve seen
things, but you’re not jaded. This is the beauty
of your mind. It’s good for you. Who else is it
good for? Many, including a Taurus, Virgo and
Capricorn.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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