
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Pulverizers
9 TV classic, “The __

Family”
15 Militant supporter
16 Metcalf of

“Roseanne”
17 Disaffect
18 Tick away
19 Scoped out on the

sly
20 Primitive marine

organisms
22 Fancy pitchers
23 Alibi __ (excuse

makers)
24 Potbelly
25 Extended family

members
26 Was aware of
27 __ Carta
29 Added shading to
31 Even more chancy
32 Pertinent
35 Go back over again
36 Little angel
37 Earthshaking event
38 Wanders randomly
39 Helsinki fellow
40 Therapeutic resort
43 Lennon’s widow
44 “The Magic

Mountain” author
45 Lunch-box cookies
47 “Banana Boat

Song” singer
50 Tenants’ payments
51 Leader of the Huns

52 Claim
presumptuously

54 Related

55 Demolishes
56 Leftovers
57 Winders

DOWN
1 “Coal Miner’s

Daughter” star Sissy
2 Nyasaland now
3 Up and about
4 Beef on the hoof
5 Female red deer
6 NASA’s ISS partner
7 Ladders on sailing

ships
8 Was furtive
9 Baldwin and

Guinness
10 Chip’s chipmunk

chum
11 Twofold
12 Chord played tone

by tone
13 Leaves in

disharmony
14 React to a heavy

blow

21 Of recent origin
26 Rounded handle
27 The Rolling Stones

singer Jagger
28 Subdivision division
29 Barreled (along)
30 Creative work
31 College VIP
32 Performing

gymnasts
33 Of speech sounds
34 Rebel
35 Second place
37 Albanian lek

percentages
39 Air circulator
40 Legislative house
41 Rowling’s hero
42 Put a value on
44 Painful cries
45 Maine college

town
46 Fit for a king
48 Actress Turturro
49 Somersault
53 Roberto’s river
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DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.

Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved

Conceptis Sudoku

Mystery meat; health risks of fracking
Q: I am trying to pay atten-

tion to food labels and ingre-
dients, like you suggest. But I
hear that the U.S. government
wants to ban labeling that tells
us where our meat is from.
How can this be? — Frank H.,
Pierre, South Dakota

We all remember Mystery
Meat — that gray-brown lump
of gravy-covered stuff that got
dished up in school cafeterias.
Unfortunately,Congressseems
determined to bring it back, in
an updated form. Your elected
House representatives voted
to repeal the COOL (Country
of Origin Labeling) Act. If
your elected representatives
in the Senate ratify the legis-
lation, you won’t know where
your beef, pork, chicken and
ground meat comes from.

In 2002, Congress passed the
COOL Act. Several countries
in the E.U. have comparable
legislation. But a complaint
was lodged with the World
Trade Organization claim-
ing that Canada and Mexico

weren’t getting a fair shake
because they have to ID the
country of origin on their
meat sold in the U.S. The WTO
agreed, and it might allow
those countries to impose $3
billion in retaliatory tariffs
on the U.S. That’s what caused
our representatives to collapse
under pressure.

Livestock-raising practices
differ around the globe: Some
may be risky. And some may
be better than meats raised
in North America! Knowing
the source of the food you eat
is important. So write to your
senators and encourage them
to preserve the COOL Act.

Q: My brother lives
in Steubenville, Ohio,
where there’s a frack-
ing boom. I’m wor-
ried about his family’s
health. What can I
tell him? — Jamie K.,
Findlay, Ohio

It’s starting to sink
in with a lot of people
that fracking’s prac-
tice of pumping tons

of toxic liquid chemicals into
the ground at extremely high
pressure may have long-term,
far-reaching effects on every-
one. The Ohio Environmental
Council has stated that “regu-
lations in Ohio remain woeful-
ly inadequate when it comes
to protecting human health
and the environment from
the radiological and chemical
risks associated with fracking
waste.”

A recent study done in
northwest Pennsylvania, con-
ducted by the University of
Pennsylvania and Columbia
University, found that people

who lived in ZIP codes that
had an average of 0.79 wells
per square mile had a 27 per-
cent increase in cardiology
inpatient treatments when
compared with folks who lived
in counties without fracking
wells. The study also states:
There was a distinct and fur-
ther “association between
well density (wells per kilome-
ter) and inpatient prevalence
(hospitalization) rates for the
medical categories of neurol-
ogy, dermatology, oncology,
urology and neonatology.”
So we’re talking heart, brain,
skin, cancer (all kinds), guts
and babies.

And then there are earth-
quakes. In 2013, Oklahoma
(where fracking is now boom-
ing) experienced 109 earth-
quakes. Now the state averag-
es about 10 small earthquakes
per day. So, Jamie, tell your
brother to keep the family a
safe distance from the wells,
have his drinking water test-
ed, and make sure everyone
has good health insurance.

DOCTORS OZ AND ROIZEN

Few of us will question that
life is synonymous with strug-
gle.

The contrived competition
that we call “sports” raises
struggle to supernormal levels.

This is obvious in large-mus-
cle endeavors such as football,
boxing, rugby and tennis.

But chess? Are we kidding?
How much effort can be

involved in moving a diminutive
pawn a few inches, or perhaps
raising an eyebrow question-
ingly afterward?

The not-so-obvious truth is
that a tournament chess game is
typically a draining experience.
Heart rates and breathing can
accelerate to levels experienced
in football and boxing accord-
ing to a ’70s Temple University
study.

By the end of a long game,
it can become difficult to think
clearly.

In an average game of 40 or 50
moves and four or five hours of
play, there are dozens of stress-
ful moments in which the game
itself hangs in the balance.

In a recent tournament, the
worldchampionMagnusCarlsen
succumbed after 66 moves and
seven hours of play.

In contrast, during a typical
game the average football player
is on the field for less than 11
minutes of active play.

Chess is not so easy — hardly
a cakewalk even for the best
chess player in the world.

Below is a win by Vladislav

Artemiev against Alexander
Motylev from the Russian
Championship in Chita, Russia.

Artemiev Motylev
1. d4 d5
2. c4 dxc4
3. e3 e5
4. Bxc4 exd4
5. exd4 Bd6
6. Nf3 Nf6
7. O-O O-O
8. h3 Nc6
9. Nc3 Bf5
10. Bg5 h6
11. Bh4 g5
12. Nxg5 hxg5
13. Bxg5 Re8
14. Qd2 Nxd4
15. R(a)d1 c5
16. b4 b6
17. bxc5 bxc5
18. R(f)e1 Rxe1ch
19. Qxe1 Be6
20. Bxe6 fxe6
21. Rxd4 Bh2ch
22. Kxh2 Qxd4
23.Qxe6ch Kg7
24. Ne2 Black resigns
SOLUTION TO

BEGINNER’S CORNER:
1. Rf7ch! Kxf7 2. Ne5ch wins it.
As does 1. ... Ke6 2. Nd4ch!

Chess
by Shelby Lyman
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