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ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I grew up in a poor family on a
farm in the South. I worked very hard during
my childhood. Throughout my childhood, I
was told I was a “bad girl” who always did the
wrong things or who would
never stop talking. When I was
16, I moved more than 1,000
miles away. My mother hap-
pily drove me to the airport
to go and live with my 21-year-
old boyfriend.

I am 29 now and still live
more than 1,000 miles away.
To this day, when I try to dis-
cuss (with my mother) why
she sent me away so young,
she tells me I was “too difficult
of a child” and that was what
I wanted, so she signed me over at the end of
10th grade before summer break. I will never
forget how happy she was to drop me off at
the airport.

I wasn’t the greatest child, I know. I know
I was bad. Can 16-year-olds choose where and
with whom they live? Or should the parents
make those decisions? Please help me. — Lost
and Lonely

Dear Lost and Lonely: It’s a shame that
when babies emerge they don’t bring with
them a set of detailed instructions. You appear
to be the daughter of a woman who didn’t
know how to be a good mother.

Children who receive positive reinforce-
ment for good behavior are usually better
behaved than those who have it drilled into
them from a young age that they are “bad.”

When that happens, a child begins to believe
what the parent is saying and act on it.

While some 16-year-olds are mature enough
to decide where and with whom they want to
live, it is usually with a relative or qualified
guardian and not a boyfriend.

However, from reading your letter, I can’t
escape the feeling that what’s really bother-
ing you is the idea that, by giving in to your
wishes, your mother rejected you.

To work that through, you may need the
help of a licensed therapist.

Dear Abby: I am a girl in my junior year
of high school. My boyfriend of three years
is very good to me, affectionate, attentive and
very good looking. I don’t think he cheats
on me, but he does have serious flatulence.

He thinks it’s hilarious and does it in public
just to embarrass me to death. He also does
it at the end of lovemaking, which I think is
gross and he thinks is the funniest thing in
the world.

Abby, he’s the only serious boyfriend I have
ever had. Are all guys this gross and inap-
propriate?

It’s putting a serious damper on how I feel
about him. Please help me to save our relation-
ship. — Tired of Natural Gas in Florida

Dear Tired: Your boyfriend’s problem isn’t
his flatulence; it’s his immaturity. Young chil-
dren think flatulence is fall-down funny, but
they usually outgrow the kind of humor you
describe by the time they reach his age.

Tell him what he’s doing isn’t funny to you,
that it is making you think less of him and
will be a deal-breaker if he doesn’t stop. If
you do, it may save the relationship — unless
you want to continue being the girlfriend of
the class clown. (Or should I say, “NO-class
clown”?)

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Maybe it’s
because you woke up happy or because the work
before you isn’t as intellectually taxing as it was
earlier this week. Whatever the reason, amazing
self-control is part of the package for you today.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). There are two
kinds of problems: your problems and their
problems. Knowing the difference
between the two and only acting to
solve your own will simplify your
life and make theirs better, too.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Insecurity is dreary. That’s one
more reason to make a full-on, all-in
commitment to what you’re doing,
saying, performing, cooking, wear-
ing, dancing, buying and living.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Everything you own, have and
cherish requires maintenance to some degree.
Relationships require the most right now. Tune it
up by plotting some fun together.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Don’t worry; you
won’t be showered with rewards and goodness
until you feel ready for and worthy of such bounty.
After all, the Universe doesn’t wish to embarrass
you by giving you more than you can comfortably
handle.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Instead of being
irritated by that person who moves much more
slowly than you do, consider that there is much to
be learned and observed at the speed of molasses.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Is it too much to ask
the world to wow you? You want to be impressed!
Entertained! Blown away! The one who seeks your
approval won’t get it nearly as quickly as the one
who doesn’t seem to need or want it at all.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You can’t tell
what’s in front of or behind the other people. Do
“you,” without obsessing about how they’ll take it.
Their reactions will have very little to do with your
stimulus anyway. Have fun with this.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You have
to give to get, and you’re more than willing to be
generous. However, there’s nothing wrong with
checking out the payoff history of a venture before
you take out your wallet or emotional equivalent
thereof.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Just because
you love someone doesn’t always mean that the
person’s choices are relevant to yours. Examine
this carefully now. You may be reacting to some-
thing that really doesn’t have to (and shouldn’t)
involve you.

AQUARIUS(Jan.20-Feb. 18). Those who navi-
gate life with street smarts and social savvy are
more likely to make moves you’d like to follow
than those with only an abundance of theoretical
knowledge.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). So, maybe the
other person isn’t technically“making” you happy,
but it sure is a lot easier to choose happiness when
this person is buzzing around you, all smiles and
affection!

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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