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Dear Abby: I am a childless stepmom
with an enormous desire to be a mother. My
husband has two kids and I love them, but he
doesn’t understand the emptiness I feel inside
knowing I’ll never have that
biological bond of uncondi-
tional love with his kids.

I deal with anxiety and
sometimes become easily frus-
trated when the kids stay with
us. My husband thinks it’s
because the kids are “invad-
ing my space.” I try to tell him
it has more to do with the fact
that I have this dream of being
a whole family, but just as we
get into a routine, the kids
go back to their mom and we
must start all over again.

We have talked about trying to have a baby
together, but my husband is skeptical. He
thinks it would cause a bigger rift in my rela-
tionship with his kids, but I think it would
give me something to share with the kids, as
well as give me the biological bond of uncon-
ditional love I want so deeply.

Do you think a new addition to a blended

family would cause more problems than it
would solve? — Needs To Be A Mom

Dear Needs: I define a “blended family” as
one that encompasses “yours, mine and ours.”
What you have is a situation in which you
want a child of your own, and your husband is
afraid that if you have one, it will distract you
from trying to get along better with HIS kids.
What I think is that you and your husband
should resolve this with a licensed marriage
counselor to help you mediate this major
difference in your perspectives — if that’s
possible.

Dear Abby: I am 55 and have never lived
by myself. I married at 19, moving from my
parents’ house to live with my husband. We
divorced a few years later, and I raised my
two kids alone. They are in their 30s now. I
did remarry and we were together for 23 years
before I filed for divorce.

At the beginning of my separation, I moved
in with my daughter and grandson, which
benefited us both financially. I’m financially
stable now, and so is my daughter. I’m ready
to move out on my own, but my daughter says

that’s not fair because she wants to finish col-
lege and needs my help to get her through this.
I’m proud that she works and goes to college
full time.

My sister says I should stay because if I
leave, my kids may resent me. It’s a hard deci-
sion for me, because I want my independence
and my own life. I have been a caretaker for
as long as I can remember. I want to be MY
caretaker now — solo.

Am I wrong to want this? Should I stick
around another three years until my daughter
is finished with college? Am I selfish to want
my own life? — Wants My Own Life

Dear Wants: At 55, if you want your free-
dom, and it wouldn’t cause a financial burden
on your daughter, you should have the free-
dom to live the life you want. If, after the move,
you would like to contribute child care on an
as-needed basis, it would be a loving thing to
do. But to maintain the status quo out of fear
that you will be resented if you leave strikes
me as a poor reason for staying.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Sometimes
you’re tempted to slack on the whole “personal
excellence” thing, but remember, this isn’t just
about you. You’ve had a profound impact on
another person.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Something has
shaken your confidence. Get back to that hardi-
ness that’s so you. Do the things
that prove you’re strong, in con-
trol and capable of whatever life
throws at you.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You thought you were stuck in a
situation, but now you realize that
you’ve been stumbling around
perfectly good exit doors and win-
dows the whole time. Today you
just might turn the knob.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Once in a while you may get lucky, but for the
most part the same rules apply to you and every-
one else in the carnival of life: You can’t take the
ride if you didn’t buy the ticket.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You’ve been too self-
sacrificing. Make your own wishes a priority, if
only for the experiment of it. You could learn
that loved ones are less supportive than you’d
hoped. But it could also be the thing that makes
your weekend great.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). The job at hand is
not beneath you, though you may want to give it
another title just to reinforce the point. What you

call things is very important, because it changes
your attitude about what they are.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). An overwhelm-
ing environment may make you feel closed and
small. If that’s the case, scratch it off and keep
moving until you find the environment that
inspires you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Fun starts with
your preferences. Life doesn’t have to fit your
wish list in order to be a blast, but one or two
standout features that light up your heart will go
a long way toward making you smile.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Attention
spansaren’twhattheyusedtobe.Communicating
in quantity isn’t the answer and will, in fact,
probably make things worse. Communicate with
fewer, more specific and effective words.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Comparison
takes all the fun out of the game. But maybe it’s
not a game. Maybe it’s a war and you’re dead
serious about using the right attack. In that case,
compare and contrast to your heart’s content.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Your praise
goes straight to the hearts and minds of the
praised. If you’re a leader, you’ll get astounding
results by focusing on what your followers are
doing right.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Maybe what
you’re doing is just a hobby at this point, but it’s
going to lead to something different. You’ll have
responsibilities and possibly a paycheck that
goes along with it. Pace yourself.
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DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane
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CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson
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