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MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: About a year ago, my daugh-
ter befriended a schoolmate. After numerous
playdates, our families have become close.

While my family is atheist, we know this
family is devoutly Christian.
Recently, after I mentioned in
conversation that we “weren’t
religious,” they invited us to
their church for service. I dip-
lomatically declined, but it
felt awkward having told the
mom our non-beliefs.

Since then, this family
invites us to church constant-
ly, and the mom routinely
brings up scripture while
we’re talking. I feel like they
are trying to convert us. I’m
hurt that the respect we have extended to this
family isn’t being reciprocated.

How do I let her know she’s being disre-
spectful to me and my family’s beliefs with-
out jeopardizing the friendship between our
families? — Atheist in The South

Dear Atheist: I can’t guarantee that the
woman won’t take offense, but it’s less likely

if you refrain from using the word “disre-
spectful.”

Try to remember that she thinks she’s
offering you the keys to the kingdom of
heaven.

It might be gentler if you told her that in
light of the fact that you are an atheist, you
find what she’s trying to do to be “hurtful.”

Continue to politely refuse her invitations
to attend her church. If she’s in the habit of
quoting scripture in normal conversation,
you will have to grit your teeth and tolerate
it. (Remember, we all have freedom of expres-
sion.)

But I can’t guarantee that you will always
remain as close as you have been, not because
she’s hurt that you’re not interested in being
converted, but because at some point you may
find her behavior so annoying that YOU will
end the relationship.

Dear Abby: My wife, “Mimi,” and I have
been married nine years and together for 14.
We have agreed that while we love each other,
we are no longer “in love.” We have stayed
together because we’re comfortable.

Mimi has just informed me that she’s

pregnant with someone else’s baby and will
be moving out soon.

She is all I have known since we have been
together. I feel lost and confused and sad.
Do you have any advice? — Deeply Hurt in
Tampa

Dear Deeply Hurt: Were you aware that
your wife — whom you say you are no longer
in love with — was seeing other men?

If the answer is yes, then you should
understand that what has happened is a logi-
cal progression.

If not, then while you were comfortable
with each other, you were not open and hon-
est.

That you would feel sad is natural because
there is loss involved in the demise of your
relationship with Mimi.

And so that this doesn’t happen in your
next relationship, I’m advising you to discuss
this with a therapist. You have some grieving
to do and it would be better if you don’t do
it alone.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You already
know a handful of subjects that you and your
friends can connect over. Branch out to keep the
relationships fresh. New topics and activities
will be even more fortifying than the familiar
ways of bonding.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). There are some
things you’d rather do alone. Your
methods may clash with a part-
ner’s way of doing things. Split up
the work. If you try and tackle it
together, it will only cause friction
in the relationship.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
There’s nothing wrong with a
little competition. In fact, you’ll
be better off for the added pres-
sure of having to do things faster,
cheaper or in a more attractive
manner than the others on the scene.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Instead of being
fine with “whatever,” you’re fine with a very spe-
cific list of variables, none of which will be out
of the question as deliverables. So do you dare to
ask for what you really want?

LEO(July23-Aug.22).You have long believed
in the strengths and competencies of others. It’s
about time for you to see that your own compe-
tencies are just as real and more deserving of
your attention and nurturing than ever.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Your special
someone has a strong sense of your love. What

this person means to you goes far beyond what
words can say. The feeling is untranslatable.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You are suscep-
tible to enchantment. Bonus: There’s no harm in
surrendering to it! A relationship will deepen as
you relax into the natural flow of things.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). It takes a mas-
sive effort to carry a grudge, and quite frankly
it’s a lot to keep track of, too. For this and other
reasons, you’ll find it in your heart to forgive
someone and feel immediately lighter for it.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You see
a different truth in a situation than the others
involved. Or maybe you’re just reflecting on it
differently and thereby drawing highly original
conclusions, the likes of which could baffle and
delight them all at once.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You’re not
being greedy; rather, you just feel that you need
fatter resources in order to do the job in the best
way. More money means more options. There are
low-money options too, however. Get creative.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Call your loved
ones without a reason or a point. This will turn
out to be one of their favorite expressions of your
love. After all, pointless conversations usually
only happen between kindred hearts.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). There’s no ques-
tion that you’re dealing with a flawed situation.
The question: Is it slightly flawed or is it tragi-
cally flawed? Can you fix the problems — or is
this something that will never change?

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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