
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: My grandson “Kyle” is in his
early 20s, 6 foot 1 and weighs about 230. His
sister is a very sweet 15-year-old and a devoted
churchgoer.

At a recent family get-
together, they were goofing
around and he got her down
on the floor on her stomach,
sat on her knees to hold her
down, and proceeded to reach
his hand into her trousers to
jerk her panties up and out
of her pants. He then pulled
her pants down almost to the
bottom of her buttocks and
spanked her.

The whole time, I was try-
ing to get Kyle to stop acting
so disrespectfully to his sister, but he ignored
me. This happened in front of several people,
including my husband, a male cousin in his
40s and the kids’ great-aunt.

I was shocked and I’m still angry. Kyle’s
aunt agrees with me and wonders whether
molestation is involved.

Is this normal behavior between brothers
and sisters?

Are we old-fashioned? Are we overreacting?
— Shocked in The South

Dear Shocked: While I don’t think that
what happened was molestation, Kyle’s behav-
ior was extremely inappropriate. I can only
guess how humiliated that poor girl was. I
can’t imagine why anyone would allow it to
happen without putting a stop to it.

Kyle is an adult, even though he acts like
a 13-year-old. What he did amounted to an
assault of a minor, which at his age could land
him in the pokey, and he needs to be “remind-
ed” of that fact.

Dear Abby: My boyfriend, “Joe,” has what
I refer to as “pedestrian rage.” Neither of us
drives, so we use mass transit or walk every-
where. We live in a large city and drivers are
not always careful about pedestrians in park-
ing lots, crosswalks, etc., making it doubly
important to protect one’s own safety when
on foot.

I feel that Joe compromises our safety by
being confrontational with motorists who
fail his exacting standards. He curses loudly,
strikes vehicles with his hand, or stops and
glares at drivers who anger him. I have asked

him repeatedly not to engage with these driv-
ers for fear of retaliation.

The other day a man drove into the cross-
walk when we were crossing on the green
light. We weren’t close to that section of the
crosswalk yet, but Joe smacked the man’s car
as we crossed behind it.

The man, who was very large and very
angry, pulled over, jumped out and threatened
to beat Joe up for touching his car. I pulled
Joe down the sidewalk as he yelled at the
driver.

I am at my wit’s end. I’m afraid to go any-
where with him because he just doesn’t get it.
I no longer feel safe with him. His behavior
is ruining our relationship. Do you have any
suggestions? — Crosswalk Rage

Dear Crosswalk Rage: I sure do. Stop
walking with him until he learns to control
his temper because it could not only get him-
self hurt, but you as well. Banging on a traffic
violator’s car and cursing at him only esca-
lates an already unfortunate situation.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You’re not get-
ting enough encouragement from your partner,
which isn’t your fault at all, but it’s your problem
to solve. Do try priming the pump by giving a
little more of what you’d like to receive.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You might feel
a bit desperate for a noble distraction, but the
less-than-noble one you come
across will have great potential,
too. There is something profound
inside this silliness.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You’ve already been to the expert,
who dispensed the necessary bro-
mides to make you feel better, and
it didn’t work. Now you want the
genuine article: reality, sincerity,
experience — or nothing at all.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
You’re obligated to the people you care about, and
there’s no getting around that. It is futile to resist
or run. Surrender is inevitable. Why prolong the
moment? Be graceful now.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). It’s like you’re seek-
ing a network connection and you don’t have the
Wi-Fi passcode. Ask for it. Don’t even waste your
time with trying to figure it out alone, because
this is nothing you would have guessed.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). People who try
too hard to be seen in a certain light will sooner
or later be caught in the natural sunshine. The
discrepancies you find between people’s public

and private personas inspire you to strive for
accuracy in your own portrayal.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You’ll accomplish
so much by way of keen instinct. It should be
rather relaxing to know that you’re not always
entirely reliant on a thought processthat requires
your hyper-awareness.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Your restless
spirit needs a playful, positive outlet. Consider
enjoying a shopping spree, having a long dinner
with friends or getting out for an evening focused
on meeting new people.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). It won’t
always go the way you want, but you have a much
greater chance of things turning out to your lik-
ing when you articulate and negotiate your own
terms.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Withholding
what the other person wants isn’t going to work.
Even if it seems to be a solid short-term solution,
it will backfire. What’s really necessary is clarity
and deeper communication.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). If today were
a song it would be that type of canon referred to
as a “round.” The pattern will repeat, so it won’t
matter where you’re jumping in. What matters
more is the tone you use when you join.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You’re about
due for some new “favorites” in your life. People,
songs, foods: There are so many things you
haven’t tried yet, and this is a fine day to see what
fresh experience might strike your fancy.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins

Spanking crosses line during rough play
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