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MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I’m 17 and dating this older
guy. Everyone is afraid that one day I’ll just
disappear, but he isn’t like that. I know him
from when I was younger, and my dad and his
dad were really close. People
just don’t trust me, even
though I have told them noth-
ing but the full truth from the
start. I’m happy. What should
I do? — Misunderstood in
Massachusetts

Dear Misunderstood:
It might help if you ask this
young man to talk to your par-
ents about his interest in you.
If he is nice, respectful and
employed or in school, they
may be less suspicious about his intentions.

Dear Abby: Two years ago we lost a very
close friend of mine, not to death but to a rela-
tionship. “Ben” is the most genuine, caring
and loving person you could ever meet. He and
my sister dated for what seemed like forever,
but unfortunately it didn’t work out. We were
all devastated. Still, after their relationship

ended, he was around because he had become
like a member of our family.

Ben finally met a great woman he cared for.
We were all happy he had found someone and
maybe he’d finally be the great dad we knew
he could be. Our family loved his new girl-
friend, and welcomed her to all gatherings.

Six months to a year into their relationship,
we learned that Ben failed to mention to her
that he and my sister had been an item for
many years (engaged at one point). When she
found out, she demanded that he stop talking
to us.

Ben is now married to his then-girlfriend.
I miss him dearly and think about him every
week as he was that important to me. He
attended all birthdays, graduations, etc., and
he has now missed many of them. I always
thought he would be the “uncle” my children
never had.

Would it be selfish or unfair to him if I
approached his wife about letting us back into
his life? — Miss Him Dearly

Dear Miss Him: I don’t think it would be
selfish or unfair to Ben, but depending upon
the level of his wife’s insecurity, it may be

unsuccessful. Ben should have been honest
with her from the beginning about his connec-
tion to your family. That the information was
withheld from her may be why she reacted the
way she did.

Dear Abby: My cousin was hard up and
needed a place to stay because where she was
wasn’t a good place for her. I told her she could
stay with us, there was no need for her to pay
rent because everything was already covered,
and to just help with groceries. Well, she has
been here a while now and she not only hasn’t
pitched in, but also helps herself to our car
since she doesn’t have one.

You tend to have the best advice. Please tell
me what to do, because I’m not sure. — Family
First? in Indiana

Dear F.F.: Have a talk with your cousin and
repeat the agreement you had with her before
she moved in. Then tell her that if she doesn’t
start living up to it, she will have to make
other living arrangements.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). If you’re not
totally sure whether or not the one you love
shares your feelings, the question to ask is: Why
are you not sure? You deserve clear communica-
tion from someone with a strong intention of
loving you.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). They’ll think of
you as an angel, dropped from the
empyrean to give miraculous help
and healing to the mortals. Sure,
you usually prefer a down-to-earth
assessment, but don’t shut it down
too fast. It might be a nice change.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You do like it when they voice
their support and approval, but
do you need it? Not in the least.
Would you proceed in exactly the
same way regardless of external
support? Absolutely!

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Don’t let a rela-
tionship get bogged down in material exchanges.
Fairness, justice, mutuality, reciprocity — it all
matters, but none of it is exciting or passionate.
Fiery love doesn’t squabble over pettiness.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). While the goody two-
shoes types are busy writing in their diaries, the
fun people are out making a life worthy of those
entries. You’ll be a little of both this weekend.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You can be fine
with another person’s choices even when those
choices do not resemble yours in the least. You
deserve the same tolerance from others. Get
away from the judgers. Who needs them?

LIBRA(Sept.23-Oct.23). While others assess
your accomplishments to try to understand you,
you know that you’re much more than what
you’ve done. You assess yourself by what you
believe you are capable of. Your assessment is
closer to truth.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). The qualities
that are alive in a special relationship happen to
be the same qualities you look for in any environ-
ment, including your home, work — even your
clothing. Comfort, utility and beauty are the
values to seek and uphold.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You and
your crew are developing a language togeth-
er. Maybe it’s mostly the same words you use
with outsiders but to the inside group they have
special, secret meaning, as well as bonding
power.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). In the pro-
cess of giving, you’ll wind up giving even more,
perhaps until you feel the pang that tells you “too
much!” On the bright side, you’ll never look back
and wonder if you loved enough.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). None of the
items you come across will have inherent value.
You’ll have to assign it. Though strongly influ-
enced by society, you still have free choice in the
matter. Declare value for a piece of cherished
rubbish.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). While you have
a viscerally negative reaction to a sink full of
dishes or a random paperwork pile, these prob-
lems are your chance to straighten up a corner of
the world, thus making it a better place.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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