
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: There is a guy that I kind of
like at school, but he’s shy and doesn’t really
talk to anybody. I have talked to him a couple
times, and he’s really nice. He sits with me and
my group every day at lunch,
and I see him around school.
I say hi to him every time, but
I’m not getting any results.
I would love some guidance.
— Shy Teen In California

Dear Shy Teen: I think
you are doing everything you
can right now without scar-
ing him off. On the plus side,
this boy is comfortable with
your group or he wouldn’t be
having lunch with you. If you
all socialize beyond eating together (such as
going to school dances or sporting events),
make sure he knows he’s welcome. If he takes
you up on it, it will give you both a chance to
get to know each other better, and it may help
him to overcome some of his shyness.

Dear Abby: I just want people to know you
can succeed in raising your kids as a single

parent if you put your mind to it. I’ve worked
in fast food, retail, and in nursing homes as a
certified nursing assistant. I’m proud to say
my kids are now grown and college-educated.
I’m writing because I want to reassure single
parents out there that it is possible. — Loyal
Reader in Alabama

Dear Loyal Reader: Congratulations on a
job well done. Another example that comes to
mind would be Ben Carson, M.D., an interna-
tionally respected pediatric neurosurgeon. He
was raised by a single mother who had only
a third-grade education, and he was a recent
Republican candidate for president of the
United States.

Dear Abby: My mother is 70. She lives alone
and has been diagnosed with mild dementia
and hydrocephalus. She has fallen numerous
times and hurt herself, can no longer drive
and needs help with household tasks.

The problem is, a relative keeps asking
her to baby-sit her 5- and 7-year-old sons.
The doctor has said in front of Mom that she
shouldn’t, because the boys will distract her
and she’ll have a hard time focusing on her

balance and getting up.
I have told this relative that Mom shouldn’t

be watching the kids, but she refuses to lis-
ten. My mother loves watching these kids
and I understand that. But I’m more con-
cerned about her well-being. Can you help?
— Concerned in Tennessee

Dear Concerned: Speak to the doctor and
see if he/she will put in writing what was said
to you and your mom about not baby-sitting. If
you get it in writing, you can share it with the
mother of those children.

Frankly, as concerned as I am about your
mother losing her balance because she is dis-
tracted, I am equally concerned about the wel-
fare of the kids. If your mom should fall and
hit her head or break a hip, would they know
what to do to help her? And as she becomes
more confused, if something like a fire should
happen, would she be competent enough to get
the children out and call the fire department?

I am shocked at the irresponsibility of that
mother.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Meditation
lends spiritual lift and a vantage point from
which you can recognize the totality of your life
patterns — some have served you well, and oth-
ers have brought you needless pain.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Today’s impec-
cable timing is dependent upon something as
unpredictable as another person’s
actions. What happens is truly
remarkable in its clockwork pre-
cision.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Of course you’re not so callow
that you rely on another person to
make you feel attractive. Neither
are you impervious to compli-
ments and special attention. It’s
nice, and you deserve it! If it’s not
forthcoming, it’s time to ask why.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). You shouldn’t
have to solve problems in order to earn the atten-
tion and affection of your loved ones, but you’ll
probably solve them anyway. Helping is your
nature.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). One of your greatest
joys in life is in making things. Anyone who can
help by giving you the space and/or resources
to build what’s in your mind will automatically
become your favorite person.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Excuses that were
legit in an age without Internet and Google just
don’t fly anymore. Just about everything you

need to learn is readily accessible, and you’ll take
advantage of that today.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Your mind is pow-
erful and restless, so you need to give it lots to do.
Run it or it will run you. Think about what you
want your experience to be, not what you fear.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Strangers notice
that special charisma in you that your nearest
and dearest may have become blind to, due to
overexposure. It is only when you return after
being gone for a spell that they’ll be able to see
it again.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Are you
forgetting something? Possibly it’s a birthday,
bill or casually made social hookup. Whatever
the misstep, correct it before sundown to mini-
mize damages.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). It’s a bad
time to take a break. There’s so much vivacious
momentum going right now it would be a shame
to back off. See your work through, and carry
relationships on to the next level.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You can trust
the information that comes to you through sub-
conscious channels, even when it doesn’t logi-
cally coincide with the official story or anything
else people are trying to get you to believe.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You are the
priority to another person, and you don’t take
the role lightly. It comes with responsibilities,
including the onus to reciprocate, seizing every
opportunity to make that person feel important.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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