
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I recently received a competi-
tive internship in New York. I’m excited and
can’t wait to go. I have never been to New York,
and my mom is driving me crazy over it.

She’s using my internship
as an excuse to go on vacation
to “see me,” even though I have
told her multiple times that I
won’t be able to do anything
with her because I’ll be work-
ing full time. She doesn’t have
a car and expects to use mine,
and she’s constantly sending
me information about stuff
“we” can do in New York. It is
overwhelming.

I just want to have my own
experience. We don’t have that
good a relationship. Would it be bad if I asked
her not to come? — Stressed Out New Intern

Dear Intern: You have already told your
mother — with whom you do not have a good
relationship — that you will be busy. Repeat
that message often. When she sends you lit-
erature about things you can do together,
point out that your time must be devoted to

one thing — your internship. If she makes
reservations to come to New York, tell her
you would prefer that she not come until your
internship is finished, unless she’s prepared
to do all of the activities she’s planning on
her own.

Dear Abby: I am 24 and still a virgin. For
the past 10 years I have had a vaginal infec-
tion. I’m scared that I can’t have children.
Because of this I have never allowed myself
to date.

I’m terrified of going to a doctor. My father
died of cancer when I was 17, and the thought
of being diagnosed with cancer prevents me
from going to get this looked at. I am very
depressed about this and the stress is causing
my hair to fall out. I need help, but I’m scared.
What should I do? — Anonymous in Santa
Barbara, Calif.

Dear Anonymous: You MUST see a doc-
tor. If you need moral support, ask a trusted
friend or relative to come with you. The only
thing worse than dying of cancer would be to
die of a disease that could have been cured
had it been diagnosed early enough.

Although I am not licensed to practice
medicine, allow me to suggest that if what you
have is cancer, you would have known by now.
That’s why I’m urging you to act like the adult
you are and talk to a gynecologist.

If you don’t know of one or can’t afford
one, contact Planned Parenthood. It has clin-
ics that provide the help you need. The caring
people at Planned Parenthood will help you
as they have helped many others, and they’ll
do it on a sliding payment scale, if necessary.
Please let me hear from you again so I’ll know
you’re OK.

Dear Abby: What’s up with this beard
trend? I am sick and tired of looking at
unshaven men. It makes them look shaggy and
not clean. I think that hairless faces should be
the new trend. Let’s clean up, please. Do you
agree, Abby? — Joan in Florida

Dear Joan: As a woman who is married to
a man with a beard, I refuse to answer on the
grounds that it may incriminate me.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Sometimes
improving yourself is a form of self-love, and
other times it’s a form of self-rejection. So, which
is it? Your motive is the key. Why do you want the
change? Be honest.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). For now, forget
about what they need. What makes you come
alive? Chances are their needs will
be altered and, in some cases, ful-
filled by the very same thing that
makes you happier.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Your resentment toward a person
may very well be warranted, and
yet it’s not helping you. You can’t
drop it, because it’s unresolved.
But you can contain it until the
time of resolution comes.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Either there won’t be enough time to prepare,
or there won’t be enough information to know
how to. These factors are blessings. Instead of
showing up strong, you’ll show up curious and
be more engaging for it.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You may enjoy or
even prefer another person’s version of the story,
but don’t let that stop you from telling your side.
It will turn out to be important to you and every-
one else that your version gets heard.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You want to be
adding skills, meeting people and refining your
game. One special alliance will help you do all of

those things and more. The first step is to lighten
up and let whimsy be your guide.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You’ve chosen a
role that suits you. You won’t play the part to
perfection, but only because that would be both
boring and impossible. Close attention to “cos-
tuming” will start your run on a winning note.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Your casual
friendliness is making it very easy for someone
to trust you and possibly — if you’re not careful
— even love you. The question is: How many fans
do you really want?

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). A creative
leaning will bring you up close and personal to
someone you’ve admired at a distance for some
time. While the encounter won’t exactly match
your fantasy, it will exceed your expectations.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Because you
think so highly of someone, you naturally feed
into this person’s fantasy persona. A transfor-
mation will happen right before your eyes. Your
belief is the magic spell that will make it so.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). There have
been times when you’ve been unaware of just
how closely you were following your influences.
Right now someone is similarly unaware of his
imitation of you. Everyone copies to learn.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Social oppor-
tunities abound. You can’t say yes to everyone
without someone being disappointed, but you
can buy yourself time to make a decision by giv-
ing everyone a firm maybe.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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