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Dear Abby: My 18-year-old daughter, a
junior in high school, is still living at home.
She has befriended a 51-year-old man at her
first job (a burger place). We have told her
that although she is kind to
be friendly with him at work,
we feel it’s inappropriate to
do things with him outside of
work. She’s now upset with us
and claims we “don’t under-
stand,” “nothing romantic is
going on” and she thinks of
him like a “second father.”

Although they have not
gotten together yet outside
of work, she announced last
weekend that she was going
to meet him for lunch. We put
our foot down and told her no way, and she
was forbidden to borrow either of our vehicles
to go. (She doesn’t have her own car yet.) She
relented, but how can we convince her that
this is a bad idea with the world the way it is
nowadays?

I have suggested to her father (with whom
my daughter has a close relationship) that he
speak to this man one on one. My husband

feels this is something she has to learn for
herself. She’s very naive. What do you think?
— Mom of a Teen

Dear Mom: Frankly, I think your husband
is right. While you may wish to protect your
daughter, she’s an adult now. People learn
more life lessons from experience than they
do from lectures.

Dear Abby: I am 11 years old and having
some big bully blues. There is one girl in my
class who steals friends. She’s been taking
mine. Any advice? — Bullied in Georgia

Dear Bullied: Yes, I do. This may not be
bullying in the physical sense, but losing a
friend can be painful.

It is important that you realize that people
aren’t inanimate objects that can be “owned”
or “stolen.” Much as we might wish it, relation-
ships do not always stay the same. Friendships
can be stronger at times and weaker at others,
and people sometimes drift from one close
friendship to another.

When this happens, regard it as an
OPPORTUNITY, because that’s what it is. It’s

a chance for you to get involved in activities
that will expose you to new people and offer
you a way to make NEW friends.

Dear Abby: A friend of mine and his wife
invited me out to dinner and I graciously
thanked them. They are both employed. I live
strictly on Social Security and pay 30 percent
of my income for rent, barely making ends
meet.

I wanted to reciprocate, so I invited them
over for a home-cooked meal. My friend came,
but his wife is shy and didn’t come. (I had a
couple of other friends over.)

If someone wants to reciprocate being
taken out for dinner, isn’t it acceptable to
invite them over for a home-cooked meal or
must they be taken out? — Tentative Host in
Massachusetts

Dear Tentative: No rule of etiquette dic-
tates that you must take your guests out to
dinner. Inviting them for a home-cooked meal
was both gracious and appropriate.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Life is a bit like
a reality cooking show. At some point, the timer
rings and every chef has to throw up hands and
back away from his or her creation. Keep smil-
ing. Your attitude is part of the presentation.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). The predica-
ment is that you have more than you need, but
it’s not necessarily what you want.
The answer is to put the word out.
A trade or fortuitous sale will rock
your world.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). In
order to arrive at the next port
together, someone has to be steer-
ing the boat at all times. It doesn’t
have to be the same person. You
can and should switch off, con-
sciously and carefully.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Your secret may be small and dull, but no one
will know that as long as you keep it to yourself.
So be elusive and pretend you have something
juicy. They don’t care what the mystery is; they
just care that there is one.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). If your life were a
physical space, you would want to fill it with
something totally gorgeous or nothing at all.
Strongly consider the latter now. Voids can be
peaceful. Wide-open monochrome skies stretch
like promises.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). The struggles
you’ve experienced in life are what allow you to
have such compassion for those who are going

through a hard time right now. Your willingness
to listen without judgement is a rare gift.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Same story, differ-
ent audience. You’ll be fascinating to one person,
funny to another and adorably vulnerable to the
next. How you’re received is out of your control.
Give what you give and see what happens.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Those who hear
“yes” too often don’t know what to do with the
word “no.” Some take it hard while others won’t
even accept it and will proceed as though it was
never uttered. Stay firm in your answer, what-
ever it may be.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Protecting
your joy is just as important as safeguarding your
health and well-being. If it’s getting in the way of
your fun, deal with it swiftly. Swat it like the pest
it is, metaphorically speaking, of course.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Formality
has its place. Social patterns are reassuring.
You’ll build excellent rapport with someone as
you display commonly accepted behaviors and a
relatable sense of internal structure.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). There’s a sense
that the danger has passed, the awkwardness
is over and everyone can breathe easy before
getting back to what they were doing before the
disruption.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Three will be
the magic number that brings luck to you today.
It will be the ideal number of meals to eat and
items for your to-do list, and it will be the perfect
head count for your dinner reservations as well.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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