
GARFIELD by Jim Davis

THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I recently retired, but I haven’t
told anyone. I receive widow’s benefits, so
I’m comfortable financially. I like my privacy,
and I’m afraid things will change if I tell peo-
ple about my retirement. My
father is dying of cancer.

My best friend says if I were
her sister, she’d be mad at me.
My sister lives a mile away
and I don’t want her dropping
in on me. If she knew, she’d
include me in everything she
does. I feel this is my life and
I want to enjoy it alone for the
most part. Am I wrong?

I’m independent, attractive
and have joined a few dating
sites, but I’m picky and have
not met a man who attracts me. I’m 66, in good
health and look younger. Am I being selfish?
— Loner Lady Out West

Dear Loner Lady: If your sister has shoul-
dered the responsibility of caring for your
dying father by herself, thinking you are too
busy working to help, then she would have
every reason to be very angry. Even if that’s

not the case, her feelings will be hurt when
she finds out — and she will — that you’re
avoiding her.

If she didn’t love you, she wouldn’t want
to include you in her life. All you need to do
is say no to her invitation if the activity isn’t
your cup of tea.

You say you want to enjoy your life alone
for the most part, but you have joined dating
sites. In this life, people have to give in order
to get. It may be the attitude you’re projecting
that’s keeping you from meeting men on those
dating sites.

And yes, I think you are selfish.

Dear Abby: My son is getting married next
year. My future daughter-in-law is demanding
that I (mother of the groom) wear a strapless
green dress. The bride is also wearing green.

I am over 40 and no longer have a 20-some-
thing body, and I’m extremely uncomfortable
wearing a dress where all my imperfections
hang out and wobble for the world to see. She
has informed me that if I don’t wear the dress
of her choice, I should just stay home.

Everyone I have talked to has told me to
pick the style and color dress I prefer. If I show

up in a dress that isn’t green, I’m pretty sure it
will create a scene and I’ll be asked to leave.

I don’t know what to do! Do I cave and wear
what she asked of me, or wear what I want and
face the wrath of Bridezilla? — Seeing Green
in Illinois

Dear Seeing Green: Your son’s fiancee
appears to be rude, self-centered and insensi-
tive (to put it mildly).

That she would actually force you to choose
between an outfit that makes you feel overex-
posed and not attending your son’s wedding is
shocking. Does your son know about this, and
what does he think about it?

Talk to her once more. Tell her that while
you have no objection to wearing something
green, you do not intend to wear anything
strapless — and if she really means that if
you don’t comply you won’t be welcome at the
wedding, you will not be there.

Let’s hope it brings her to her senses
because if it doesn’t, I doubt you’ll be seeing
much of her and your son anyway.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). One connection
leads to another. Soon you will find yourself mov-
ing in the circles you’ve wanted to be a part of
for some time. Also, you are coming into a lucky
time for travel, and this weekend will be an aus-
picious time to book it.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). This is no
time to worry about being well-
rounded. Do what you do, and do it
better than anyone else. Focus on
your strengths and other people
around you will offset your weak-
nesses.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). If
you had a time machine, maybe
you would do it differently, but
then you wouldn’t be the person
you are now. Considering the num-
ber of fans you have, you must be
doing all right. Maybe you should
let those regrets go.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). The younger
ones think you’re wrong, and the elders don’t see
eye to eye with you, either. Maybe it is your job to
disagree. Every generation has a right to define
its own era.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). The one that got away
will glisten in the mind’s eye with an unreal
sparkle that makes all the ones that didn’t get
away seem dull by comparison. Pining for the
missed opportunity is a poetic and unproductive
use of time.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You feel and give
stronger than you did yesterday. It’s like your life

is suddenly infused with 10 percent more pas-
sion, and that 10 percent is all it takes to bump
you into the realm of sweet success.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). As for the one
you loved... well, you still do, after all this time.
It’s definitely not something to keep to yourself.
This is the stuff of life! Articulate and celebrate
what’s in your heart.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Hip and trendy
people help you out with what they know and so
do the traditional and practical types. The more
open you are to different ideas, methods and
information, the luckier you’ll be.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You’ll be
cautioned by those who were wronged, scammed
or ripped off in some way. Listen to the warn-
ings, take precautions and then resume thinking
in your usual positive way.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). It isn’t what
it was, and it’s not what it could be. What you
have on your hands is a bona fide work in prog-
ress, and rest assured you will work it and prog-
ress it to the very best of your ability.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Those beauti-
ful words you’re hearing are true. They might be
difficult to live up to, and it might be a very long
time before you taste the fruit of their promises,
but you can rest assured that the words are not
false.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Relationships
are worth the big efforts. Get out of your element
and share a brand-new place with a loved one.
You’ll have a unique and unforgettable experi-
ence that’s just for the two of you.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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