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Dear Abby: I am recently engaged, and
both my fiance and his mother keep try-
ing to set up “play dates” between his mom,
my mom and me. I understand this may be
a social norm so the moth-
ers of an engaged couple can
get to know each other during
the engagement. However, my
mom wants nothing to do with
these dates.

Mom works long hours in
the medical field. When she
isn’t working, she’s frequently
baby-sitting my sister’s chil-
dren.

When she has free time, she
enjoys being alone and read-
ing a good book. This is her
ideal way to spend her time, and she doesn’t
want to “hang out” with anyone but my dad.
I have explained this more than once to my
fiance, yet he and his mom still try to set up
meetings.

In defense of my mom, she and my fiance’s
mother have known each other longer than
my fiance and I have known each other. They
live about a mile apart and have met many,

many times. I don’t understand why more
meetups are necessary.

It’s getting to the point where I wish they’d
stop asking my mom to do things, because I
always have to awkwardly say no. Must I drag
Mom somewhere I know she’d rather not be,
or should my fiance let this go? — Too Much
Togetherness

Dear Too Much: Marriage is supposed to
be a blending of two families, which may be
why your fiance and his mother are so persis-
tent. However, you should not be a message
carrier and feel stuck in the middle because it
isn’t fair to you.

Tell your fiance that if his mother wants
to get together with yours, she should call
your mother herself. That way your mom
can explain directly that because of her busy
schedule — and her short list of priorities
— she is not available.

Dear Abby: I’m a single father raising my
four children alone. My problem may seem
trivial and minor, but it’s extremely taxing for
me. My kids refuse to stop talking during my
very brief television/movie time.

I work full time and take care of them by
myself, and my two-hour escape via a movie
or TV show is constantly interrupted. When I
point out that what they are doing is rude and
even disruptive, I am met with accusations
that I “don’t care about them” or “You love TV
more than me.” They somehow turn my anger
around to their benefit. Please help. — Me
Time in Florida

Dear Me Time: Welcome to parenthood!
It’s a 24-hour-a-day job, seven days a week.

You didn’t mention how old your children
are, but if they are under the age of 13, they
should have a regular bedtime. Once they are
in bed, you can have your “me time.” However,
if they are older, then accept that teenagers
may need to communicate with their dad
about things that are important, and it is
more important to be available to them than
to watch television every night.

P.S. Suggestion: Perhaps you can record or
stream your shows and watch them at a later
time when your kids don’t need you.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You’ve had long
enough to sort this out on your own. The bottom
line is that you’ll work faster and smarter with a
worthy partner. All indications point to joining
forces.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Your energy
makes strangers feel comfortable, which is why
you’ll have some unexpected con-
versations today in which you
learn valuable information that
will guide a future endeavor.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You can roam the world without
buying a plane ticket, travel wher-
ever you need to be without mov-
ing a muscle. By living fully in
the moment you close the expanse.
Distance is no longer far.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
You would give advice if you
thought they would follow it, or even listen to it,
for that matter. Your way would most certainly
work. In fact, you could apply it to another area in
your life right now and get instant results.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Willpower and self-
control require energy — a type of energy you’ve
only a finite amount of at the start of each day.
You can avoid taxing this supply by taking your-
self out of temptation’s way.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You feel, in a
sense, that you’re training another person to be
in a relationship with you. At the end of this day,
be sure to reflect back on what has transpired and
really ask yourself, “Who was training whom?”

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Do not lament the
impermanence of beauty. But for its ephemeral
qualities, beauty would not exist at all. Grasping
won’t keep it from slipping away, but there is
always a new bud of loveliness waiting to be
discovered.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You’re able to
attach to loved ones with a super-glue bond. If
you’ve ever had such a bond on your own fingers,
you know to seek the correct chemical agent (or
emotional process, as it were) for loosening it
before pulling apart.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Artistic
expression is a stress reliever. Unlike other activi-
ties like team sports and social clubs, account-
ability to your art isn’t necessarily built into the
deal. Make the effort to create artistic habits and
systems.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You’re just
not impressed by mediocre efforts to snag your
attention. You keep wondering: Do I really have
time for this? There’s the potential to be extreme-
ly charming even as you turn someone down.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). When you have
a lot of friends, it’s inevitable that some of them
are going to be the type who take more than they
give. It will balance out, so don’t concern your-
self too much now, but don’t ignore the signals,
either.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). This is a mental
game you’re playing. An equal dose of challenge
and rest will keep your intellect keen. The chal-
lenge will come from handling mundane activi-
ties with great style and grace.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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