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ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: I’m 15 and my parents won’t
let me date. They are convinced I’m going to
get hurt or lose my virginity. I think I’m old
enough to have a small relationship. I don’t
believe in premarital sex, and
neither does the guy I like. I
know I’m mature enough to
date. We are best friends and
we want to have a normal rela-
tionship.

What can I do to ease my
parents into the idea of letting
me date him? We have been
together for almost two years
— not dating — just seeing
each other at school. We talk
by texting. I want to be with
him outside of school. Any
ideas? — Ready To Date

Dear Ready: Like any other “skill,” being
able to date successfully takes practice.

It is obvious that your parents don’t want
“their little girl” to get hurt, and trust me, on
some level you will always be their little girl.
But for you to become socially capable/adept,
you should be able to start dating in groups.

That’s how you will learn to handle yourself
and the young men with whom you will inter-
act.

These lessons are important to learn at
your age. Perhaps this would be a persuasive
argument when talking to your parents.

Dear Abby: I met my girlfriend a year ago
and we are hopelessly in love. She has two
beautiful boys, as do I, from a previous mar-
riage. Recently, we moved in together in the
house I owned after my divorce from my first
marriage.

The problem is we argue every other day
about things large and small. The biggest
problem is her 6-year-old. She gives him no
discipline. If I try to administer it, she has a
fit and we argue.

Because she gave up her apartment so she
and her children could move in with me, I
would never want them to leave. We love each
other, but we are both miserable. What should
we do? — Lady With The Blues in Florida

Dear Lady: It’s time for you and your
girlfriend to agree to mediation so you can
reach a compromise about your parenting

styles. Start now, because if you don’t begin
seeing eye to eye, I guarantee that you’ll both
STAY miserable, and it will undermine your
relationship.

Dear Abby: We have a co-worker issue and
need your opinion on the best way to handle
it. We have an all-inclusive policy about lunch.
Anyone is welcome to come along.

The problem is one guy who is never sat-
isfied with his food. Never! He always com-
plains, and we suspect he does it so his food
will be “comped” (which it has been before). It
has reached the point that we no longer want
him with us. What’s an appropriate way to
handle this? — The Lunch Bunch in Texas

Dear Lunch Bunch: The way to handle
it is for one person who is closest to this co-
worker to have a private talk with him and tell
him that if he doesn’t stop complaining, he
will no longer be welcome to join you because
he has embarrassed every member of “the
lunch bunch.”

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). The narrative
you put together in your mind to explain who
you are, how you got here and where you’re going
is overdue for some scrutiny. In short, the story
in your head is running the story of your life, so
make it good.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). They want to
know what you think and will seek
your opinion to find out where
you’re coming from. There are bet-
ter ways to show who you are than
sharing your opinion, though, so
stay alert to opportunity.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Exercise, reading, studying music
— these are not frivolous extras to
reward yourself with when you
are “good.” They are keys to your
happiness and as important as
other things you do to keep life
running smoothly.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). What would you
like a second crack at? It’s a day of do-overs. And
if you’ve failed to make a desired impression on
someone, you can use today’s particular kind of
luck to turn it all around.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You’ve no desire
to be singled out for praise, placed in a special
category or treated differently from anyone else.
However, when this happens, be ready to gra-
ciously receive it before you deflect the energy.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Choose your pas-
sions carefully. Some are more manageable than
others. As for interests that are known to be dif-

ficult to control, for now it may be best to exclude
them altogether. You have a sense about trouble,
so use it.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). If it’s not difficult,
you won’t be in the mood for it today. Only chal-
lenges that are worthy of your effort need apply!
The same goes for your amusements. You’ll keep
your standards high.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Even though
your plans obviously shape your experience,
that experience always happens in the present
moment. If the plan isn’t working well, be ready
to throw out the script and wing it.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov.22-Dec.21).Your ances-
tors had to struggle for freedom. It’s a different
battlefield these days, but the battle is the same.
The fight will continue with you. Be valiant.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Shiny things
are often just reflecting the brilliance of some
other source, like the sun. What you really need
right now is not the reinterpretation of bril-
liance; you need the actual brilliance. Go to the
original source.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). The nervous
energy will keep building up until you discharge
it. Start a project that will help you channel this
in a positive direction. Tonight features fascinat-
ing chemistry.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Contrary to
popular myth, science proves that goldfish have
memories longer than three seconds. And those
who think that you, dear fish, don’t remember
who owes you big-time will have another thing
coming.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins
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