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THE PHANTOM by Lee Falk

ZITS by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

MARK TRAIL by James Allen

Dear Abby: My sister, “Dawn,” recently
got engaged to a man I detest. They have been
dating for two years. I don’t trust him, and
I believe he is controlling her. He has lied to
me and to my parents, and has
strained Dawn’s relationship
with our family by constantly
making her choose between
either him or us.

Dawn worked hard to earn
her master’s degree and is
now earning a great salary;
her fiance has no education
beyond high school, constant-
ly switches jobs and uses my
sister for financial support.

I have spoken to her mul-
tiple times in the past about
my concerns, and at one point made it clear
that I wouldn’t attend her wedding. Now that
Dawn has decided to move forward with the
relationship, am I required to go?

My parents, despite not supporting my sis-
ter’s marrying this man, still plan to attend
and are urging me to go. I don’t think I can
stomach seeing it. What do I do? — Opposed
in New York

Dear Opposed: Go to the wedding. If this
man is as awful as you say he is, your sister
is going to need all of the support she can get
from people who love her. One of the things
that insecure, controlling men try to do is iso-
late their victims. Letting Dawn know that you
love her and will always be there for her will
make it much harder for her husband to do.

Dear Abby: I am an eighth-grade boy with
a sixth-grade brother. He is a nice kid and we
get along really great. The problem is, while I
am good at all activities from school to sports
to games, my brother struggles at everything.
I believe he is as bright as most kids, but he
knows he has to work harder than I do.

He is very competitive. I can beat him when-
ever I want to, but occasionally I’ll let him win.
The trouble is, he makes such a big deal when
he “beats” me. He becomes obnoxious, and
it drives me crazy. I don’t want to break my
brother’s spirit, but on the other hand, I don’t
want to give him a false sense of his abilities.
How do I handle this? — Big Brother

Dear Big Brother: You seem to be a very
nice young man. Please re-read the third sen-

tence of your letter. Then, for a moment, put
yourself in your brother’s shoes. You are
older, better at sports and learn more easily.
Imagine how that must make him feel. When
he has an occasional victory, you shouldn’t
be resentful if he decides to crow about it. To
him it’s a VERY big deal. It may make it easier
for you to tolerate if you remember that and
keep your sense of humor, because this, too,
will pass.

Dear Abby: What’s the appropriate
response in a social situation when you’re
introduced to a person you have met sev-
eral times before, but they act like it’s the
first time? I usually just smile and play along,
but now I’m starting to feel like it’s inten-
tional. Am I that forgettable? — Forgettable
in Nevada

Dear Forgettable: I doubt it. My advice is
to be polite. The next time it happens, smile
warmly and say, “We’ve met. Nice to see you
again, ‘Gloria.’” And then move on.

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
DEAR ABBY

Write Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DUSTIN by Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You are sensi-
tive, but you’re not a drama queen or king. You
don’t need everyone’s attention on you when
something unusual happens. One of your friends
does need this kind of attention now, and you’ll be
so generous to give it.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). A friend of
a friend reaches out. Is there a
romantic tinge to the gesture?
It’s unclear, but your feeling of
warmth at this do-gooder is well-
founded.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). It
feels to you that the pressure is on.
You’d like to show them all what
you can do, but the moment isn’t
right, the people don’t seem open,
and the performance is under-
rehearsed. You’ll have your time.
Until then, relax.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Though it was
an annoying surprise, your ability to meet that
sudden need is a testament to your problem-solv-
ing prowess. You notice; you help. It’s all in the
life of a day.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You wear your mood
or better. If you’re not quite feeling sunshine,
you’ll opt for the optimistic choice and hope that
it pushes you into the zone. That’s what will work
today.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). If you have to go
to great lengths to prove your worth to someone,

maybe that person isn’t right for you. It would be
better if you were with someone who could see
and appreciate you “as is.”

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). If everyone can see
the problem, and no one wants to be the one to
fix it, that’s the kind of job that has your name
written all over it. You do have special talents,
after all.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Shouldn’t your
relationship be nearly the same in private as it is
in public? Consider the differences between these
two scenarios, and fix what needs fixing.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov.22-Dec.21). If youknow
what you need to do, and yet you still don’t want
to do it, this may not be your fault. Motivations
are low when the goals aren’t good enough. Make
it juicier.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). This is the
maximum seriousness level. You’ve reached it,
and now it’s time to start walking backward to
the silly zone. Having trouble? Seek a funny influ-
ence to get you back to your usual buoyant self.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You can’t
change others, but you can change what you
think of them — or that you think of them at all.
These days it will be easier for you to disengage
with negative influences.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Keep going.
Cross the finish line. This is important. Get your
award, and drink the complimentary water, too.
These rituals mean something. Don’t rob your-
self of the ending.

Daily Horoscope

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

DILBERT by Scott Adams

PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

PICKLES by Brian Crane

TUNDRA by Chad Carpenter

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

WIZARD OF ID by Brant Parker

BABY BLUES by Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

CLOSE TO HOME by John McPherson

JEFF MACNELLYS SHOE by Chris Cassatt and Gary Brookins

Sister needs all the support she can get
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